
The United Church of Big Rapids 
(120 South State St., Big Rapids MI 49037)  

April 2, 2023 

Passion/Palm Sunday 
❖ You are invited to stand 

Choral Introit 

❖ Hymn #88 All Glory, Laud, and Honor, tune:  Valet will ich dir geben 

Welcome  

Announcements 

Prelude All Glory, Laud and Honor, by Todd Kendall 

❖ Call to Worship  (Adapted from Psalm 118)  

Leader:  O Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good… Let the congregation say, 

People:  His steadfast love endures forever. 

Leader: Let those who fear the Lord say …  

People:   His steadfast love endures forever. 

Leader: Open to me the gates of righteousness 

People: That we may enter through them and give thanks to the Lord. 

Leader: I thank you that you have answered us 

People: and have become our salvation. 

Leader: This is the day that the Lord has made; 

People: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Call to Confession 

Leader:  Who will come this day to stand with Jesus?  Who is willing to face hostile detractors and 

accusers?  Who is willing to surrender it all?  Who among us? 

Prayer of Confession 

 

People:  Come Lord into this gathering.  We want to believe, but we do not wish to suffer.  

We want to follow, but we do not wish to be deceived.  We want to care, but we do 

not wish to be hurt or exploited.  Be gracious to us, O God, for we are in distress.  

We like the routines of worship, but Jesus upsets them.  We are not ready for brutal 

opposition to the reign of love, for we are just learning what it means to love.  Help 

us, Holy One, to trust you in this fateful hour. 
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Assurance of God’s Love 

Leader:  God’s help is always available.  Forgiveness is offered to all who repent.  When the night 

becomes dark, your love, O Lord, is a fire. 

 Friends believe the Good News! 

People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

Chancel Choir Anthem In Remembrance, by Buryl Red 

Scripture Lessons (From the New Revised Standard Version Bible) 

Gospel Lesson Matthew 21:1-11 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will 

find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says 

anything to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send them immediately.’ 4 This 

took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
5 ‘Tell the daughter of Zion, 

Look, your king is coming to you, 

   humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

     and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey and the colt, 

and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the 

road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9  The crowds that 

went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 

‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 

   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ 11 The crowds 

were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’ 

Leader: This is what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

Sermon A King for Outsiders – Rev. Bert Nelson  

Sharing of our Joys & Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer  

Choral Amen 

Call to Offering 
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Offertory The Lord’s Supper, by Michael Shea 

❖ Doxology (Please note the change in words in the last line) 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise God, all creatures here below; 

 Praise God for all that love has done; 

 Creator, Christ and Spirit, One.  Amen. 

❖ Prayer of Dedication 

We continue to live in the world to which we’ve been called as followers of Jesus Christ.  

Help us now gratefully offer back our ransomed lives, through our gifts of time, talent and 

treasure.  Accept what we’ve given today, and inspire us to offer you the best of who we 

are, in thanksgiving for the transformed lives we’ve received through the life, death and 

resurrection of Jesus.  Help us to be loving servants, even as Jesus taught and lived.  

Amen. 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Leader:  The Lord be with you. 

People: and also with you. 

Leader: Lift up your hearts, 

People:   We lift them up to the Lord. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Leader: We lift our hearts in joyful praise 

People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of hosts 

  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

Leader: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

People: When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim your death, O Lord, until 

you come again. 

Our Father/Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom/kin-

dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread, and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us 

not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom/kin-dom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

  



 Page 4 
 

Breaking of the Bread 

Sharing of the Elements 

Prayer After Communion 

Leader:  Lord, you have given yourself to us; 

People: Now we give ourselves for others. 

Leader: Your love has made us a new people; 

People: As a people of love we will serve you with joy. 

Leader: Your glory has filled our hearts. 

People: Help us to glorify you in all things.  Amen. 

❖ Hymn #91 Ride On! Ride On in Majesty, tune:  St. Drostane 

❖ Benediction  

Choral Benediction 

Postlude Ride On, King Jesus, by David Kidwell 
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The choir thought you would like to follow the words to today’s anthem: 

“In Remembrance”, by Buryl Red 

© 1972 Broadman Press 

In remembrance of me, eat this bread. 

In remembrance of me, drink this wine. 

In remembrance of me, pray for the time 

when God's own will is done. 

In remembrance of me, heal the sick. 

In remembrance of me, feed the poor. 

In remembrance of me, open the door 

And let your brother in, let him in. 

Take, eat, and be comforted, 

Drink, and remember, too, 

that this is my body and precious blood, 

shed for you, shed for you. 

In remembrance of me, search for truth. 

In remembrance of me, always love. 

And remembrance of me, don't look above, 

But in your heart, in your heart. 

Look in your heart for God. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 

In remembrance of me. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Attendance pads –  Please leave your name and contact information on our attendance pad in the pew.  This 

is one way we can contact new friends who visit our church!  If you are the last person in your pew to sign the 

sheet, could you please take it out of the folio and put it in the offering plate on your way out?  Thank you so 

much! 

Care Concern sheets – If you look at the Cards of Caring table you will see a form that says, “Joys and 

Concerns.”  This form is available to anyone who comes to the church that may want a prayer, a call, or a 

mention during worship.  We don’t always hear about friends/members who are sick or need a little additional 

care, so this is a way to be sure that the church office can get that need filled.  You may fill out a form and leave 

it in the basket on the table.  If you don’t want to be specific, due to confidentiality, please include your name 

and contact information so someone can get back to you. 

Holy Week Services – The United Church will be participating in two ecumenical Holy Week services with 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, First United Methodist Church and St. Andrew's Episcopal 

Church.  The Maundy Thursday service will be held at St. Andrew's on Thursday, April 6 at 6 pm.  A potluck 

is scheduled to begin at 7 pm.  The Good Friday service will be held at noon at Immanuel Lutheran Church 

on Friday, April 7.  There will be a community choir. Anyone wanting to sing is asked to arrive at 11 am for 

practice.  We will have participants in both services. 

Next Sunday is Easter Sunday – Join us at 9:30 am to celebrate the risen Christ!  Extend an invitation to 

someone to share in the joy!  We’d love to welcome friends and family! 

Donate used books to the AAUW – The American Association of University Women (AAUW) will be hosting 

its annual used book sale April 14-15 at the First United Methodist Church.  Proceeds from the sale are used to 

provide scholarship money for nontraditional students at Ferris State University.  You may donate gently used 

books, CDs, and DVDs (no textbooks or encyclopedias) using the bin in the narthex. 

Simply Give - The Meijer Simply Give program has chosen Project Starburst to receive the donations received 

between January 1 and April 30.  Cards are available in the narthex.   

Free Income Tax Preparation Program – There is a FREE income tax preparation program designed for 

taxpayers with low and moderate incomes, with special attention to those aged 60 and older.  There will be 4 

centers open beginning February 6 through April 14.  The program is run entirely by volunteers through RSVP.  

To schedule an appointment, call the RSVP office at 231-796-4848 beginning January 24.  You can also get 

more information in the February newsletter or by contacting Bruce Fredrick at 313-618-4825. 

Contacting the church office - You may contact the office at any time via email, 

secretary@unitedchurchbr.org or you can call 231-527-9567 between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm, Monday, Tuesday, 

and Thursday with questions or concerns.  This phone number also accepts messages outside of regular 

business hours.  You can also mail the office at 120 S. State Street, Big Rapids, MI  49307. 

Financial Information – the Governing Board and Treasurer are sharing this data monthly with you.  If you 

have questions, contact Amy Buse, Treasurer, or a member of the Governing Board.  

Financial Update: 
 

Expenditures Income 

February 2023 $ 15,124.33 $ 19,672.63 

Year-to-Date (Jan-Feb 2023) $ 26,452.65 $ 51,474.86 

mailto:secretary@unitedchurchbr.org
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The United Church of Big Rapids 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in transformational 

worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we cultivate Jesus’ justice and love. 

 

 

 

Ministers ............................................................................................................................................................... The Body of Christ 

Guest Pastor ............................................................................................................................................................ Rev. Bert Nelson 

Administrative Assistant ................................................................................................................................................... Julie Cole 

Organist .................................................................................................................................................................... Paul Heidemann 

Bell Choir Director ......................................................................................................................................................... Judy Tressler 

Chancel Choir Director ............................................................................................................................................ Linda Rinehart 

Chancel Choir Assistant Director ............................................................................................................................Katie McInnis 

Moderator ................................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 

Elder in Charge .......................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 

Sound Board ................................................................................................................................................................ Trish McHugh 

Sanctuary Sound ........................................................................................................................................................ Wayne McKay 

Liturgist ................................................................................................................................................................................... Julie Cole 

Ushers ................................................................................................................. Don Stephen, Melanie Henry, Dee Van Horn 

Livestream Team ........................................................................................................ Amy Buse, Annie Ducat, Wayne McKay  

Technical Advisors ...................................................................................................................... Amy Buse & Paul Heidemann 

 

*Permission to use the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with license #A-712368 


