
The United Church of Big Rapids 
(120 South State St., Big Rapids MI 49037)  

April 9, 2023 

Easter Sunday 
❖ You are invited to stand 

 

Choral Introit 

❖ Hymn #123 Jesus Christ is Risen Today, tune:  Easter Hymn 

Salutation 

Announcements 

Prelude Christ the Lord Is Risen Today, by James Mansfield 

❖ Call to Worship  (from Touch Holiness:  Resources for Worship)  

Leader:  Easter begins in despair. 

 Our life, our love, our hope forever dead. 

          Who will roll away the stone? 

 Easter takes us by surprise, early in the morning… 

 The obstacles we expect to face are removed. 

 Where once death and despair laid locked in time 

    Now the bright light of hope sprouts wings to fly. 

 It is, at first, too good to be true. 

 Where have you laid him? 

 When faced with a miracle, 

      Our first reflex is to run. 

 Be not afraid … 

 You seek Jesus of Nazareth who was crucified. 

 He is risen; he is not here 

 Be on your way … 

    Tell his disciples and Peter that he goes before you into Galilee. 

 There, you shall see him. 

 Our realization dawns.  It may rise as quietly as the sun, or it may explode like fireworks. 

 Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed! 

Hymn #113  Christ the Lord Is Risen Today!, tune:  Llanfair 

Leader:  Create in us clean hearts, and renew our spirits.  We are ready for a new life. 
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Psalm 118:1, 14-24 (Adapted) 

 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever.  The Lord is 

my strength, he has become my salvation.  There are glad songs of victory in the tents of 

the righteous; the right hand of the Lord is exalted.  Open to me the gates of 

righteousness, that I may enter through them.  The stone that the builders rejected has 

become the chief cornerstone.  This is the Lord’s doing. 

Hymn This is the Day, by Les Garrett 

This is the day, 

This is the day that the Lord hath made, 

That the Lord hath made. 

We will rejoice,  

We will rejoice and be glad in it,  

And be glad in it. 

This is the day that the Lord hath made; 

We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

This is the day, 

This is the day that the Lord hath made. 

 

Reading Isaiah 25:6-9 

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-

aged wines.  And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples…he 

will swallow up death forever.  Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces.  It will 

be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he may save us.  

Hymn of Praise #108 Christ is Alive!, tune:  Truro 

Call to Confession 

Leader:  We take a moment in silent confession. 

 

Leader:   Lord have mercy. 

People: Christ have mercy. 

Leader: Lord have mercy. 

Song of Assurance of God’s Love #118 The Day of Resurrection!, tune:  Lancashire 

Leader:  Friends, believe the Good News! 

People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
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Chancel Choir Anthem Christ Is Risen, Alleluia!, arr. by David Schwoebel 

Scripture Lessons (From the New Revised Standard Version) 

Gospel Reading John 20:1-18 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and 

saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and 

the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out 

of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.’ 3 Then Peter and the other disciple 

set out and went towards the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the other disciple 

outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings 

lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the 

tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not 

lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who 

reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not 

understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to their 

homes. 

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 

tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one 

at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She 

said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’ 14 

When she had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know 

that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you 

looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, 

tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.’ 16 Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She 

turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, ‘Do 

not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and 

say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” ’ 18 Mary 

Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that 

he had said these things to her. 

Leader: This is what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

Sermon There Will Be Living in Jesus – Rev. Bert Nelson  

Sharing of our Joys & Concerns 
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Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father/Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom/kin-dom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and 

forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom/kin-dom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

Choral Amen 

Call to Offering 

Offertory Meditation on “Converse,” by John S. Dixon 

❖ Doxology  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise God, all creatures here below; 

 Praise God for all that love has done; 

 Creator, Christ and Spirit, One.  Amen. 

❖ Prayer of Dedication 

Loving God, we offer you the gift of our lives, recognizing all you provide for each of us.  

Please receive the symbols of each of our lives presented in this offering.  And accept, as 

well, the good intentions of our hearts and minds as we offer you our time and talent, that 

we might live in gratitude rather than in fear.  Amen. 

❖ Hymn #122 This is the Glory, tune:  Judas Maccabeus 

❖ Benediction 

Choral Benediction  

Postlude Thine Is the Glory, by Robert Lau 

 

 

 

 

The altar flowers today are given by Roger & Megan Vajda. 
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The choir thought you might like to see the lyrics for the anthem this morning: 

“Christ is Risen! Alleluia!” by Frederick C. Maker 

Arranged by David Schwoebel 

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 

Christ is risen! Risen indeed! 

Christ is risen! Alleluia! Risen our victorious head! 

Sing his praises! Alleluia! Christ is risen from the dead! 

Gratefully our hearts adore him as his light once more appears; 

Bowing down in joy before him, rising up from griefs and tears. 

Christ is risen! Alleluia! Risen our victorious head! 

Sing his praises! Alleluia! Christ is risen from the dead! 

Christ is risen! Henceforth never death or hell shall us enthrall. 

We are Christ’s, in him forever we have triumphed over all. 

All the doubting and dejection of our trembling hearts have ceased; 

hail the day of resurrection! Let us rise and keep the feast. 

Christ is risen! Alleluia! Risen our victorious head! 

Sing his praises! Alleluia! Christ is risen from the dead! 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Christ is risen! Risen indeed! 
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Easter Flower Dedications 

 

 

 

John & Carlene Gahrs, in memory of our daughter, Julie. 

Paul & Maryanne Heidemann 

Barbara Johnson, in thankfulness for my church family. 

Don Olree, in memory of Joan Olree. 

Judy Tressler, in memory of Al Tressler. 

Marge Punches, in honor of the UCBR church family. 

Susan H. Grant in memory of A. Donald Grant and Jon Fleming; and, in honor of 
my United Church family. 

Jim & Alice Bandstra, in honor of our family. 

Jerena Keys, in honor of everybody. 

Amy Buse, in honor of my mom, Mary Ryman. 

Jim & Carolyn Chipman, in memory of loved ones; and, in honor of our family. 

Bruce Fredrick & Dee Van Horn, in honor of our children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. 

Alice Dean, in memory of Gilbert Dean. 

Marilyn Loken, in memory of Sherm, my husband and Bob, my son. 

Wayne & Maxine McKay, in memory of our parents - Claude & Zylda McKay and 
James & Thelma Eddy. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Free Income Tax Preparation Program – There is a FREE income tax preparation program designed for 

taxpayers with low and moderate incomes, with special attention to those aged 60 and older.  There will be 4 

centers open beginning February 6 through April 14.  The program is run entirely by volunteers through RSVP.  

To schedule an appointment, call the RSVP office at 231-796-4848 beginning January 24.  You can also get 

more information in the February newsletter or by contacting Bruce Fredrick at 313-618-4825. 

On April 16, we are going to celebrate the baptism of Ryland (age 3) and Ruby, (age 6 months) Helsel during 

our Fellowship Hour following the service. As part of the celebration, we will be having some special treats for 

Fellowship Hour and want to provide some gifts for the children.  Marilyn Loken and Dee Van Horn will be 

collecting donations from anyone who would like to contribute to the gifts.  You can see them at church or 

stop in and leave funds with Julie or just let one of them know you would like to participate.  Come join us as 

we welcome these wonderful children into God’s loving hands.  

Adopt-a-Highway – Our Highway Pickup event is scheduled for Earth Day, Saturday, April 22, at 9:00 am.  We 

will meet in the Parlor to review the safety video, divide into teams, pick up our gear and carpool out to the 

Highway.  To adequately manage the entire six-mile stretch for which we are responsible, we will need 20-25 

volunteers.  Invite friends, students and anyone else interested in becoming a steward to our portion of God’s 

creation.  If you are interested or have questions, contact Susan H. Grant at 231-580-1149. 

Lost & Found – There is a plastic bag and a notebook that has been left on the shelf above the coat rack 

outside the sanctuary.  It has been here for a few weeks,  I’ll be moving it to the office if not claimed this week.   

Contacting the church office - You may contact the office at any time via email, 

secretary@unitedchurchbr.org or you can call 231-527-9567 between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm, Monday, Tuesday, 

and Thursday with questions or concerns.  This phone number also accepts messages outside of regular 

business hours.  You can also mail the office at 120 S. State Street, Big Rapids, MI  49307. 

Financial Information – the Governing Board and Treasurer are sharing this data monthly with you.  If you 

have questions, contact Amy Buse, Treasurer, or a member of the Governing Board.  

Financial Update:  

  Expenditures  Income  

February 2023  $ 15,124.33  $ 19,672.63  

Year-to-Date (Jan-Feb 2023)  $ 26,452.65  $ 51,474.86  

 

 

  

mailto:secretary@unitedchurchbr.org
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The United Church of Big Rapids 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in transformational 

worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we cultivate Jesus’ justice and love. 

 

 

 

Ministers ............................................................................................................................................................... The Body of Christ 

Guest Pastor ............................................................................................................................................................ Rev. Bert Nelson 

Administrative Assistant ................................................................................................................................................... Julie Cole 

Organist .................................................................................................................................................................... Paul Heidemann 

Bell Choir Director ......................................................................................................................................................... Judy Tressler 

Chancel Choir Director ............................................................................................................................................ Linda Rinehart 

Chancel Choir Assistant Director ............................................................................................................................Katie McInnis 

Moderator ................................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 

Elder in Charge .......................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 

Sound Board ................................................................................................................................................................ Bruce Fredrick 

Sanctuary Sound ........................................................................................................................................................ Wayne McKay 

Liturgist .......................................................................................................................................................................... Dee Van Horn 

Ushers .......................................................................................................................... Don Stephen, Don Olree, Trish McHugh 

Livestream Team ........................................................................................................ Amy Buse, Annie Ducat, Wayne McKay  

Technical Advisors ...................................................................................................................... Amy Buse & Paul Heidemann 

 

*Permission to use the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with license #A-712368 


