
The United Church of Big Rapids 
(120 South State St., Big Rapids MI 49037)  

April 16, 2023 

Second Sunday of Easter 
❖ You are invited to stand 

 

Choral Introit 

❖ Hymn #121 That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright, tune:  Puer nobis nascitur 

❖ Salutation 

Welcome  

Announcements 

Prelude A Song of Life, by Lani Smith 

❖ Call to Worship   

Leader:  Peace be with you as we celebrate resurrection life. 

People:  We are here to testify to God’s grace.  We will share our story with the world. 

Call to Confession 

Leader:  Life is God’s present gift to us.  We have heard it, but are slow to believe.  Let us discuss 

the matter with our Lord. 

Prayer of Confession 

 As we gather in the name of the risen Savior, you pour out joy upon us.  You have 

given us life; we have heard and seen your greatest of all gifts and testify to that 

experience by our presence here.  Let Christ be known among us, in our 

conversation and in our prayers.  Community is born to remove our isolation; joy 

has been heaped upon us so that we might share it with the world. 

Assurance of God’s Love 

Leader:  If we walk in the light as Christ is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 

the blood of Christ cleanses us from all sin. 

 Friends, believe the Good News! 

People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
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Chancel Choir Anthem With a Voice of Singing, by Martin Shaw 

Scripture Lessons (From the New Revised Standard Version) 

Gospel Reading John 20:19-28 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 

the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 

disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the 

Father has sent me, so I send you.’ 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 

them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 

retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came. 25 So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I 

see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 

his side, I will not believe.’ 

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 

doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 27 Then he 

said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 

side. Do not doubt but believe.’ 28 Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 

Leader: This is what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

Sermon Peace Be With You – Rev. Bert Nelson  

Sharing of our Joys & Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father/Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom/kin-dom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom/kin-dom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Choral Amen 

New Member Reception & Baptism 

Invitation for New Members 

Opening Sentences 
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Affirmation of Faith 

Pastor: Let us unite with the church in all times and places in confessing our faith in 

the triune God.  Do you believe in God? 

People: I believe in God. 

Pastor: Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 

People: I believe in Jesus Christ. 

Pastor: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

People: I believe in the Holy Spirit. 

 Question of Participation 

 Welcome and Reception 

  Pastor: Let us, the members of The United Church of Big Rapids, express our welcome 

 and affirm our mutual ministry in Christ. 

 People: We welcome you with joy in the common life of this church.  We promise 

you our friendship and prayers as we share the hopes and labors of the 

church of Jesus Christ.  By the power of the Holy Spirit may we continue 

to grow together in God’s knowledge and love and be witnesses of our 

risen Savior. 

 Greeting of Christian Love – The Right Hand of Friendship 

Baptism of Rylan and Ruby Helsel 

 Invitation 

 Pastor: They were bringing children to Jesus that Jesus might touch them, and the 

disciples rebuked them.  But when Jesus saw it, Jesus was indignant, and said 

to them, 

 People: “Let the children come to me, do not hinder them; for to such belongs 

the realm of God.  Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the 

realm of God like a child shall not enter it.” 

 Questions of the Candidates 

 Congregational Assent 

Pastor:   Jesus Christ calls us to make disciples of all nations and to offer them the gift of 

grace in baptism.  Do you, who witness and celebrate this sacrament, promise 

your love, support, and care to the ones about to be baptized, as they grow in 

Christ? 

  People: We promise our love, support, and care. 
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 Act of Baptism 

 Prayer for the Baptized 

 Pastor: Let us pray for the ones baptized today.  Gracious God, you have filled the 

world with joy by giving us the gift of Jesus.  Bless these newly baptized people.  

May they be filled with joy; may they never be ashamed to confess faith in you.  

Bless the parents and godparents of these children.  May they always be 

grateful for the life you have given by loving and caring for Rylan and Ruby.  

Bless these your faithful people.  United them in the peace of Christ and the 

company of the Holy Spirit. 

  People: Amen. 

Call to Offering 

Offertory Rigaudon, by David Lasky 

❖ Doxology  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise God, all creatures here below; 

 Praise God for all that love has done; 

 Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

❖ Prayer of Dedication 

Ever-giving God, You gave Jesus to the world, holding nothing back.  As he lived, Jesus 

gave to the world, holding nothing back.  Thank you for this opportunity for us to give.  

Thank you for all who have given what they can.  Now as we present this offering, 

challenge us to stretch out of our comfort zone as we plan ahead to ever-more follow 

Jesus in the ways we give what we can.  Amen. 

❖ Hymn #498 Child of Blessing, Child of Promise, tune:  Kingdom 

❖ Benediction  

Choral Benediction 

Postlude Hosanna!  Hosanna!, by Rex Koury 

 

 

 

The altar flowers are given today by Linda Vance 

in honor of Randy’s birthday. 
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The choir thought you would like to follow the words to today’s anthem: 

 

“With a Voice of Singing” by Martin Shaw 

© 1923 J. Curwen & Sons, LTD 

With a voice of singing, declare ye this, 

and let it be heard, Alleluia. 

Declare ye this, and let it be heard, 

Declare and let it be heard, Alleluia. 

Utter it even unto the ends of the earth. 

The Lord hath delivered his people, Alleluia. 

The Lord hath delivered his people, Alleluia. 

O be joyful in God, all ye lands, 

O sing praises to the honor of his name, 

make his praise to be glorious. 

With a voice of singing, declare ye this, 

and let it be heard, Alleluia. 

Declare ye this, and let it be heard, 

Declare and let it be heard, Alleluia. 

Alleluia. Declare ye this, 

and let it be heard, 

Alleluia. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Fellowship Hour – You are invited to join us in the Parlor after worship today as we celebrate the baptism of 

Rylan and Ruby, as well as welcome Dustin and Tessa Helsel as new members to our community of faith. 

Adopt-a-Highway – Our Highway Pickup event is scheduled for Earth Day, Saturday, April 22, at 9:00 am.  We 

will meet in the Parlor to review the safety video, divide into teams, pick up our gear and carpool out to the 

Highway.  To adequately manage the entire six-mile stretch for which we are responsible, we will need 20-25 

volunteers.  Invite friends, students and anyone else interested in becoming a steward to our portion of God’s 

creation.  If you are interested or have questions, contact Susan H. Grant at 231-580-1149. 

Dump & Run is coming!  The Mission/Social Action Commission is partnering with Immanuel Lutheran Church 

to encourage Ferris students to donate gently used clothing, non-perishable food, small appliances and 

furniture, cleaning supplies, and other reusable items when they leave campus at the end of the semester.  

Donation bins are left at each residence hall from May 1 – May 6 or donations may be left at Immanuel 

Lutheran.  Frank Hartley will have information and sign-up sheets if you’d like to help out in the efforts. 

Volunteers needed – Would you like to be a liturgist or an usher?  Would you be interested in learning what 

the multi-media team does?  We are always looking for new faces to help out.  Contact the office for additional 

information! 

Contacting the church office - You may contact the office at any time via email, 

secretary@unitedchurchbr.org or you can call 231-527-9567 between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm, Monday, Tuesday, 

and Thursday with questions or concerns.  This phone number also accepts messages outside of regular 

business hours.  You can also mail the office at 120 S. State Street, Big Rapids, MI  49307. 

Financial Information – the Governing Board and Treasurer are sharing this data monthly with you.  If you 

have questions, contact Amy Buse, Treasurer, or a member of the Governing Board.  

Financial Update: 

 

 

  

  Expenditures Income 

March 2023 $ 16,104.99 $ 12,453.78 

Year-to-Date (Jan-Mar 2023) $ 42,890.62 $ 63,928.64 

mailto:secretary@unitedchurchbr.org
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The United Church of Big Rapids 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in transformational 

worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we cultivate Jesus’ justice and love. 

 

 

 

Ministers ............................................................................................................................................................... The Body of Christ 

Guest Pastor ............................................................................................................................................................ Rev. Bert Nelson 

Administrative Assistant ................................................................................................................................................... Julie Cole 

Organist .................................................................................................................................................................... Paul Heidemann 

Bell Choir Director ......................................................................................................................................................... Judy Tressler 

Chancel Choir Director ............................................................................................................................................ Linda Rinehart 

Chancel Choir Assistant Director ............................................................................................................................Katie McInnis 

Moderator ................................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 

Elder in Charge .............................................................................................................................................................. Frank Hartley 

Sound Board ................................................................................................................................. Peter McHugh/Trish McHugh 

Sanctuary Sound ........................................................................................................................................................ Wayne McKay 

Liturgist ................................................................................................................................................................................... Kari Clark 

Ushers ..................................................................................................................... Maxine McKay, Melanie Henry, Pat Heeter 

Livestream Team ........................................................................................................ Amy Buse, Annie Ducat, Wayne McKay  

Technical Advisors ...................................................................................................................... Amy Buse & Paul Heidemann 

 

*Permission to use the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with license #A-712368 


