
The United Church of Big Rapids 
(120 South State St., Big Rapids MI 49037)  

April 24, 2022 

Second Sunday of Easter 
❖ Please stand if you so choose 

 

Welcome  

Announcements 

Choral Introit 

Prelude Thine Is the Glory, arr. by Robert W. Thygerson 

❖ Call to Worship  

Leader:  God is our strength and our salvation; let everything that breathes praise our God! 

People:  This is the day that God has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it! 

Leader: Praise God for mighty deeds and extravagant love.  Praise God for loving care and 

answered prayer. 

People: We will give thanks for this day, for God is good.  The steadfast love of God 

endures forever. 

Leader: Grace to you and peace from the one who is and who was and who is to come. 

People: We are witnesses to the God who acts.  We are here to offer our worship and 

praise. 

❖ Hymn #122 (words from New Century Hymnal) Thine Is the Glory, tune:  Judas Maccabeus 

 
Verse 1 

Yours is the glory, Resurrected One! 

Endless is the victory you o’er death have won. 

Angels clothed in radiance  

Rolled the stone away; 

Conquered is the grave in which your body lay, 

Yours is the glory, Resurrected One! 

Endless is the victory you o’er death have won. 

Verse 2 

See, it is Jesus, Jesus has appeared; 

Do not doubt at all for nothing you will fear. 

Let the church with gladness, 

Hymns of triumph sing; 

Tell it without ceasing:  Death has lost its sting. 

Yours is the glory, Resurrected One! 

Endless is the victory you o’er death have won. 

Verse 3 

Am I still frightened? One whom I adore, 

Jesus, lives again, gives peace forevermore. 

Jesus is my victory, 

Life and strength and Head; 

Jesus is my glory, nothing shall I dread. 

Yours is the glory, Resurrected One! 

Endless is the victory you o’er death have won. 
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❖ Invocation 

 Of all our beginnings, may this day and every day begin with our praise to you.  Let every 

breath become a witness to your Spirit, dwelling within and among us.  Open our hearts to 

receive your saving gifts.  Loosen our tongues to proclaim your unsurpassed greatness.  

May the noise of our celebration help your people to sense your powerful presence and to 

claim the joy of serving you, in Christ’s name.  Amen. 

Scripture Lessons (From the Inclusive Bible)  

Psalm Reading Psalm 150 

Alleluia!  We praise you, YHWH, in your sanctuary; we praise you in your mighty skies!  2 We 

praise you for your powerful deeds; we praise you for your overwhelming glory!  3 We praise you 

with the blast of the trumpet; we praise you with lyre and harp!  4 We praise you with timbrel and 

dance; we praise you with strings and flute! 5 We praise you with clashing cymbals; we praise you 

with resounding cymbals!  6 Let everything that has breath praise YHWH!  Alleluia! 

Leader: This is what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

Reflection Exceeding Expectation – Rev. David Wheeler 

Reflection Reading John 20:19-31 
19 In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were locked in the room 

where the disciples were, for fear of the Temple authorities.  Jesus came and stood among them 

and said, “peace be with you.”  20 Having said this, the savior showed them the marks of 

crucifixion.  The disciples were filled with joy when they saw Jesus, 21 who said to them again, 

“Peace be with you.  As Abba God sent me, so I’m sending you.”  22 After saying this, Jesus 

breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are 

forgiven.  If you retain anyone’s sins, they are retained.”  24 It happened that one of the Twelve, 

Thomas – named Didymus, or “Twin” – was absent when Jesus came. 25 The other disciples kept 

telling him, “We’ve seen Jesus!”  Thomas’ answer was, “I’ll never believe it without putting my 

finger in the nail marks and my hand into the spear wound.”  26 On the eighth day, the disciples 

were once more in the room, and this time Thomas was with them.  Despite the locked doors, 

Jesus came and stood before them, saying, “Peace be with you.”  27 Then, to Thomas, Jesus said, 

“Take your finger and examine my hands.  Put your hand into my side.  Don’t persist in your 

unbelief, but believe!”  28 Thomas said in response, “My Savior and my God!” 29 Jesus then said, 

“You’ve become a believer because you saw me.  Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

have believed.”  30 Jesus performed many other signs as well – signs not recorded here – in the 

presence of the disciples.  31 But these have been recorded to help you believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Only Begotten, so that by believing you may have life in Jesus’ Name. 
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 Acts 5:38-42 
38 The present case is similar.  My advice is that you leave these people alone and let them be.  If 

this movement, this activity, is of human origin, it will destroy itself.  39 If, on the other hand, it 

comes from God, not only will you be unable to destroy them, but you might find yourselves 

fighting against God.”  40 They took Gamaliel’s advice, and called in the apostles and flogged 

them.  After ordering them not to speak again in the name of Jesus, they dismissed them.  41 The 

apostles left the Sanhedrin full of joy that they had been judged worthy to suffer shame for the 

sake of the Name.  42 Every day they preached in the Temple and in peoples’ homes, continually 

proclaiming Jesus as the Messiah. 

 Sharing of our Joys & Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 

(The basics of the Lord’s Prayer appear in Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4.  It may be familiar to you in 

this form, or with “sins” or “debts” toward the end.  Please use what is spiritually comfortable for 

yourself, allowing others to do the same.  We support the use of traditional or contemporary language 

for addressing the holy and naming the holy’s realm.) 

Our Father/Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom/kin-dom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and 

forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom/kin-dom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

Call to Offering 

Offertory Offertory on “Rhosymedre,” by Dennis Janzer 

Prayer of Dedication 

For the breath of life, for eyes to see, for insight to believe, for courage to witness, we give 

thanks, gracious God.  The signs of your presence are everywhere.  Your glory and 

dominion are forever and ever.  May this offering witness to your grace and peace.  Grant 

your Spirit as a transforming power among us that inspires and enables our service.  Amen. 
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❖ Hymn #111 O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing, tune:  Azmon 

Verse 1 

For a thousand tongues to sing 

My dear Redeemer’s praise, 

The glories of my God and King,  

The triumphs of God’s grace! 

Verse 2 

Jesus, the name that charms our fears, 

That bids our sorrows cease; 

‘Tis music in the sinner’s ears, 

‘Tis life, and health, and peace. 

Verse 3 

Christ breaks the power of reigning sin, 

And sets the prisoner free; 

Christ’s blood can make the sinful clean, 

Christ’s blood availed for me. 

Verse 4 

My gracious Master and my God, 

Assist me to proclaim, 

To spread through all the earth abroad 

The honors of Thy name. 

❖ Benediction 

Pastor: Go out in the strength God provides.  Praise God’s mighty deeds by the way you 

live. 

People: In loving obedience, we will witness to our faith.  We will give thanks each 

day for God’s goodness. 

Pastor: The steadfast love of God goes with us everywhere.  The Holy Spirit empowers our 

worship and service. 

People: God is our strength and our might.  God answers our prayers with salvation. 

Pastor: Grace to you and peace from the one who is and who was and who is to come. 

People: This day is a precious gift from God.  We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

Pastor: Beloved, …and may God be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

All: Amen 

Postlude Postlude on “Azmon,” by Richard A. Williamson 

(It is our custom to sit and listen to the postlude, but feel free to leave the sanctuary at any time after the benediction.) 

 

 

 

 

The altar flowers are given today by Mike & Linda Rinehart 

in honor of Ukraine’s citizens fighting for freedom. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please welcome Pastor David Wheeler!  Rev. Wheeler is a long-time pastor in the United Church of 

Christ serving congregations in Illinois, Ohio, and Michigan.  He retired after his most recent call as the 

Senior Minister at First Congregational UCC in Rochester MI in 2013.  “I love the church,” he has written, 

“as imperfect as we are, the churches are people of God helping to renew the promises of Christ for every 

generation.”  Thank you for being here this morning, Rev. Wheeler! 

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month - The last Sunday in April is recognized as Blue Sunday – a day 

for congregations throughout the world to pray for victims of child abuse and their caregivers. Today 

members of the Mission Commission are handing out blue ribbons to church members and asking them 

to say a special prayer for these children who need our care and support. 

Adopt-a-Highway –*Please note date change!*  Our team is heading out to clean up our corner of 

God’s creation on Saturday, April 30.  If you would like to participate or get more information, please 

contact Susan H. Grant at adonaldgrant73@gmail.com or by calling 231-580-1149.  Volunteers are 

desperately needed so please plan on joining our intrepid crew and bring friends. 

“Dump and Run” – The Mission/Social Action Commission will be partnering with Immanuel Lutheran 

Church for their annual “Dump and Run” project on the Ferris State University campus between May 2 and 

May 7.  There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex.  See Marshall Henry or Frank Hartley for additional 

information. 

TreeWalk – Join Rich Coby on Saturday, May 14, 10:00 am – 12:00 pm for a tree walk on the campus of 

Ferris State University.  More information to come in the May newsletter.  If you are interested in 

participating, please sign up on the Cards of Caring table.   

Pride Big Rapids is happening June 26 at Northend Riverside Park!  Information about the festival and 

how to support it with your donation of time or money is on the Cards of Caring table in the narthex.  

Frank Hartley can fill you in on the details. 

Prayer requests – If you have prayer requests that you would like lifted during our worship service, please 

send them via email or call the church office.  You can also add your requests to our telephone prayer 

chain by calling Yvonne Kilbourne at 231-796-3729. 

Contacting the church office - You may contact the office at any time via email, 

secretary@unitedchurchbr.org or you can call 231-527-9567 between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm, Monday, 

Tuesday, and Thursday with questions or concerns.  This phone number also accepts messages outside of 

regular business hours.  You can also mail the office at 120 S. State Street, Big Rapids, MI  49307. 

Financial Information – the Governing Board and Treasurer are sharing this data monthly for you.  If you 

have questions, contact Amy Buse, Treasurer, or a member of the Governing Board.   

Financial Update: 

 

  Expenditures Income 

March 2022 $ 17,561.74 $ 13,195.59 

Year-to-Date (Jan-March 2022) $ 51,907.67 $ 60,417.59 

mailto:adonaldgrant73@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@unitedchurchbr.org
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The United Church of Big Rapids 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in 

transformational worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we cultivate Jesus’ justice and 

love. 

 

 

Ministers ............................................................................................................................................................... The Body of Christ 

Transitional Pastor ................................................................................................................................................ Rev. Greg Larsen 

Guest Minister .................................................................................................................................................. Rev. David Wheeler 

Pastor Emeritus ...................................................................................................................................................... Rev. Jon Fleming 

Administrative Assistant ................................................................................................................................................... Julie Cole 

Organist .................................................................................................................................................................... Paul Heidemann 

Bell Choir Director ......................................................................................................................................................... Judy Tressler 

Chancel Choir Director ............................................................................................................................................ Linda Rinehart 

Moderator ................................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 

Elder in Charge ................................................................................................................................................................... Deb Ducat 

Sound Board .................................................................................................................................................................. Randy Vance 

Sanctuary Sound ........................................................................................................................................................ Wayne McKay 

Liturgist ......................................................................................................................................................................... Susan H. Grant 

Ushers ...................................................................................................................... Maxine McKay, Sue Boitos, Dee Van Horn 

Livestream Team .............................................................................................................................. Annie Ducat, Wayne McKay 

Technical Advisors ...................................................................................................................... Amy Buse & Paul Heidemann 

*Permission to use the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with license #A-712368 

 


