
The United Church of Big Rapids 
(120 South State St., Big Rapids MI 49037)  

August 7, 2022 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
❖ Please stand if you so choose 

 

 

Welcome  

Announcements 

Prelude Andantino, by César Franck 

❖ Call to Worship  

Leader:  Gather before God, people of the covenant.  Listen for God’s Word, O faithful ones. 

People:  God has summoned us to this place.  We believe God will speak to us here. 

Leader: Come to honor God and give thanks.  Seek to learn and follow in God’s way. 

People: We come as willing and obedient servants.  Let your steadfast love, O God, be 

upon us. 

Leader: God calls us as workers for justice.  God sends us out as advocates for the disposed. 

People: We are here to be equipped for ministry.  We expect to be empowered for our 

service. 

❖ Hymn #526   For All the Saints, tune:  Sine Nomine 

Verse 1: 

For all the saints who from their labors rest, 

Who Thee by faith before the world confessed, 

Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Verse 2 

Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might; 

Thou, Lord, their captain in the well fought fight; 

Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Verse 3 

O blest communion, fellowship divine! 

We feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 

Yet all are one in Thee, for all are Thine. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Verse 4 

From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 

Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 

Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

  

❖ Invocation 

 For the rich heritage we have received from your hand, we are grateful, O God.  You have 

fashioned our hearts and observed our deeds.  Now we come together, awaiting further 

instructions from your Word.  Teach us here what we need to know in order to live 

faithfully in this troubled world.  Lead us beyond the routines of worship to a genuine, life-

changing encounter with you.  Amen. 
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New Member Welcome 

Invitation for New Members 

Opening Sentences 

Affirmation of Faith 

Pastor:   Let us unite with the church in all times and places in confessing our faith in 

the triune God.  Do you believe in God? 

People: I believe in God. 

Pastor: Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 

People: I believe in Jesus Christ. 

Pastor: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

People:  I believe in the Holy Spirit. 

Question of Participation 

Welcome and Reception 

Pastor:   Let us, the members of The United Church of Big Rapids, express our welcome 

and affirm our mutual ministry in Christ. 

People: We welcome you with joy in the common life of this church.  We promise 

you our friendship and prayers as we share the hopes and labors of the 

church of Jesus Christ.  By the power of the Holy Spirit may we continue 

to grow together in God’s knowledge and love and be witnesses of our 

risen Savior. 

Greeting of Christian Love – The Right Hand of Fellowship 

Scripture Lessons (From the Inclusive Bible) 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 

The vision of Isaiah Ben-Amoz concerning Judah and Jerusalem during the reigns of Uzziah, 

Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, rulers of Judah. 
10 Hear the word of YHWH, you rulers of “Sodom”!  Listen to the command of YHWH, you people of 

“Gomorrah”: 11 “These interminable sacrifices of yours:  what are they to me?” says YHWH.  “I am fed up 

with burnt offerings of rams and the fat of calves!  The blood of bulls, lambs, and goats nauseates me.  12 

When you came to present yourselves before me, who asked you to trample over my courts?  13 Don’t 

bring any more of your useless offerings to me – their incense fills me with loathing.  New moons, 

Sabbaths, assemblies – I cannot endure another festival of injustice!  14 Your new moons and your 

pilgrimages I despise with all my soul.  They are wearisome to me; I am tired of bearing them.  15 When 

you open up your hands in prayer, I turn my eyes away from you.  You may heap prayer upon prayer, but 

I won’t hear them – your hands are covered with blood!  16 Wash!  Clean yourselves!  Get your injustice 

out of my sight!  Cease to do evil 17 and learn to do good!  Search for justice and help the oppressed!  

Protect those who are orphaned and plead the case of those who are widowed!  18 “Come now!  Let’s 

look at the choices before you,” says YHWH.  “Though your sins are like scarlet, they can be white as snow.  

Though they are red as crimson, they can be like fleece.  19 If you are willing to obey, you will eat the best 

that the land has to offer – 20 but if you persist in rebellion the sword will consume you instead!”  The 

mouth of YHWH has spoken. 
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Leader: This is what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

Special Music You Say, by Lauren Daigle, Jason Ingram and Paul Marburg 
(Linda Rinehart, soloist) 

Reflection Living into the Promise – Rev. Greg Larsen  

Reflection Reading Luke 12:32 - 40 
32 “Fear not, little flock, for I has pleased your Abba to give you the kingdom.  33 “Sell what you 

own and give the money to poorer people.  Make purses for yourselves that don’t wear out – 

treasures that won’t fail you, in heaven that thieves can’t steal, and moths can’t destroy.  34 For 

where your treasure is, that’s where your heart will be. 

35 “Be dressed and ready, and keep your lamps lit.  36 Be like the household staff awaiting the 

owner’s return from a wedding, so that when the owner arrives and knocks, you’ll open the door 

without delay.  37 It will go well with those staff members whom the owner finds wide awake 

upon returning. I tell you the absolute truth, the owner will put on an apron, seat them at table 

and proceed to wait upon them.  38 Should the owner happen to come at midnight, or before 

sunrise, and find them prepared, it will go well with them.  39 “Understand this:  no homeowner 

who knew when a thief was coming would have let the thief break in!  40 So be on guard – the 

Promised One will come when least expected.” 

Sharing of our Joys & Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer  

Call to Offering 

Offertory Break Thou the Bread of Life, by Lynn L. Petersen 

The Lord’s Supper 

Breaking of the Bread and Pouring of the Wine 

Blessing the Elements 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father/Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom/kin-dom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and 

forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom/kin-dom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

Partaking of the Elements of the Eucharist 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving & Gratitude 

Thank you, God, for welcoming us into your caring realm, where we claim the needs of 

others as our concern.  We are finding a homeland in your service and are grateful.  Above 

all, may our offerings be an outpouring of thanksgiving for a God who does not forget us.  

Your promises are sure, and your faithfulness is to all generations.  Amen. 

Hymn #436  We Are Your People, tune:  Whitfield 

Verse 1 

We are Your people: 

Lord, by Your grace, 

You dare to make us 

Christ to our neighbors 

Of every nation and race. 

Verse 2 

Called to portray You, 

Help us to live 

Closer than neighbors, 

Open to strangers, 

Able to clash and forgive. 

Verse 3 

Glad of tradition, 

Help us to see 

In all life’s changing 

Where You are leading,  

Where our best efforts should be. 

Verse 4 

Joined in community, 

Breaking Your bread, 

May we discover 

Gifts in each other, 

Willing to lead and be led. 

Verse 5 

Lord, as we minister 

In different ways, 

May all we’re doing 

Show that You’re living, 

Meeting Your love with our praise. 

 

 

Benediction 

Pastor:  Enter your everyday world dressed for action.  Let your lamps of faith light up the world. 

People:  We are ready to meet God at home and at work.  We are ready to serve wherever 

we are. 

Pastor: God, whose Word prepared vast worlds beyond our knowing, welcomes us as covenant 

partners in this world. 

People:  Direct our steps, O God, and we will obey.  We respond to your promises in faith 

and trust. 

Pastor:  Work for justice and peace where you live.  Let your prayers embrace those in need. 

People: God is our assurance and our peace.  God is the light along our way. 

Pastor:  Beloved, … and may God be with you.  

People:  And also with you.  

All:   Amen. 

Postlude Toccata, by Johan Pachelbel 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Thank you to Linda Rinehart for providing us with special music today.  We are so blessed to have this 

talent in our midst!  Thank you to Linda for not only singing today but for organizing all the special music 

we have been enjoying this summer. 

Congratulations to our new members – Aaron, Erin, and River DuMond are joining the United Church 

family today!  We are so very happy to welcome you – please be sure to greet them after worship! 

Capital improvement update – We are currently formalizing the plans for our outside electronic sign and 

flagpole!  The present sign has served us well but will be replaced by a new state-of-the-art electronic sign 

with a lit flagpole.  The cost is estimated at $18,000 of which we have about $3,300 in donations.  You may 

donate to the cost of this project by marking your check “electronic sign” and placing it in the offering 

plate or mailing it to the church office.  Funds not received in donations can be drawn from our 

endowment. 

 

School Supplies Needed!  Hard to believe it is that time of year again – school will be starting soon, and 

the Mission/Social Action Commission is collecting school supplies to give to Project Starburst to share 

with their clients. Donations can be dropped off at the Church in the Church Library or in Canadian Lakes 

at Coldwell Banker Realty. We would like to have all donations by August 19. 

Contacting the church office - You may contact the office at any time via email, 

secretary@unitedchurchbr.org or you can call 231-527-9567 between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm, Monday, 

Tuesday, and Thursday with questions or concerns.  This phone number also accepts messages outside of 

regular business hours.  You can also mail the office at 120 S. State Street, Big Rapids, MI  49307. 

Financial Information – the Governing Board and Treasurer are sharing this data monthly for you.  If you 

have questions, contact Amy Buse, Treasurer, or a member of the Governing Board.  

 

 

  

 
Expenditures Income 

June 2022 $17,123.03 $31,277.92 

Year-to-Date (Jan-June 2022) $116,596.08 $119,029.31 

mailto:secretary@unitedchurchbr.org
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The United Church of Big Rapids 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in 

transformational worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we cultivate Jesus’ justice and 

love. 

 

 

Ministers ............................................................................................................................................................... The Body of Christ 

Transitional Pastor ................................................................................................................................................ Rev. Greg Larsen 

Administrative Assistant ................................................................................................................................................... Julie Cole 

Organist .................................................................................................................................................................... Paul Heidemann 

Bell Choir Director ......................................................................................................................................................... Judy Tressler 

Chancel Choir Director ............................................................................................................................................ Linda Rinehart 

Moderator ................................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 

Elder in Charge ............................................................................................................................................................ Bruce Fredrick 

Sound Board ................................................................................................................................................................ Mike Rinehart 

Sanctuary Sound ........................................................................................................................................................ Wayne McKay 

Liturgist ......................................................................................................................................................................... Susan H. Grant 

Ushers ....................................................................................................... Jim Chipman, Carolyn Chipman, Jane Grzybowski 

Livestream Team ................................................................................................................................... Wayne McKay, Amy Buse 

Technical Advisors ...................................................................................................................... Amy Buse & Paul Heidemann 

 

*Permission to use the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with license #A-712368 


