
The United Church of Big Rapids 
(120 South State St., Big Rapids MI 49037)  

August 14, 2022 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
❖ Please stand if you so choose 

 

 

Welcome  

Announcements 

Prelude Deck Thyself, My Soul, with Gladness, by Margaretha Christina deJong 

❖ Call to Worship  

Leader:  Return, beloved of God, to the fold.  God welcomes you to this hour of prayer. 

People:  God calls us by name and awaits our coming.  God summons us out of hiding. 

Leader: God is like a shepherd, caring for her flocks.  God is like a gardener, carefully tending 

his vines. 

People: Surely God has provided richly for us.  Our lives are sustained by God’s good 

gifts. 

Leader: Worship the one who longs for our coming.  Sing praise to the one who expects our 

faithfulness. 

People: We call on God, who gives us life.  May God’s face shine on us to save us. 

❖ Hymn #411   Arise, Your Light Is Come!, tune:  Festal Song 

Verse 1: 

Arise, your light is come! 

The Spirit’s call obey; 

Show forth the glory of your God, 

Which shines on you today. 

Verse 2 

Arise, your light is come! 

Fling wide the prison door; 

Proclaim the captives’ liberty, 

Good tiding to the poor. 

Verse 3 

Arise, your light is come! 

All you in sorrow born, 

Bind up the broken-hearted ones 

And comfort those who mourn. 

Verse 4 

Arise, your light is come! 

The mountains burst in song! 

Rise up like eagles on the wing; 

God’s power will make us strong. 

  

❖ Invocation 

 Surrounded by a rich heritage of faith, we seek to know you, God, in this time of worship.  

Thankful for our spiritual ancestors, we return to our roots to find our true identity.  We lay 

aside all that weighs us down and fills us with doubts so we can give attention to your call 

and your message.  Meet us here, we pray.  Amen. 
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Scripture Lessons (From the New Living Translation Bible) 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 5:1-7 

Now I will sing for the one I love a song about his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a rich 

and fertile hill. 2 He plowed the land, cleared its stones, and planted it with the best vines. In the 

middle he built a watchtower and carved a winepress in the nearby rocks. Then he waited for a 

harvest of sweet grapes, but the grapes that grew were bitter. 3 Now, you people of Jerusalem 

and Judah, you judge between me and my vineyard. 4 What more could I have done for my 

vineyard that I have not already done? When I expected sweet grapes, why did my vineyard give 

me bitter grapes? 5 Now let me tell you what I will do to my vineyard: I will tear down its hedges 

and let it be destroyed. I will break down its walls and let the animals trample it.  

Epistle Reading Hebrews 11:29-12:2 
29 It was by faith that the people of Israel went right through the Red Sea as though they were 

on dry ground. But when the Egyptians tried to follow, they were all drowned. 30 It was by faith 

that the people of Israel marched around Jericho for seven days, and the walls came crashing 

down. 31 It was by faith that Rahab the prostitute was not destroyed with the people in her city 

who refused to obey God. For she had given a friendly welcome to the spies. 32 How much more 

do I need to say? It would take too long to recount the stories of the faith of Gideon, Barak, 

Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and all the prophets. 33 By faith these people overthrew 

kingdoms, ruled with justice, and received what God had promised them. They shut the mouths 

of lions, 34 quenched the flames of fire, and escaped death by the edge of the sword. Their 

weakness was turned to strength. They became strong in battle and put whole armies to flight. 35 

Women received their loved ones back again from death. But others were tortured, refusing to 

turn from God in order to be set free. They placed their hope in a better life after the 

resurrection. 36 Some were jeered at, and their backs were cut open with whips. Others were 

chained in prisons. 37 Some died by stoning, some were sawed in half, and others were killed 

with the sword. Some went about wearing skins of sheep and goats, destitute and oppressed 

and mistreated. 38 They were too good for this world, wandering over deserts and mountains, 

hiding in caves and holes in the ground. 39 All these people earned a good reputation because of 

their faith, yet none of them received all that God had promised. 40 For God had something 

better in mind for us, so that they would not reach perfection without us. 12:1 Therefore, since we 

are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight 

that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the 

race God has set before us. 2 We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who 

initiates and perfects our faith. Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross, 

disregarding its shame. Now he is seated in the place of honor beside God's throne.  

Leader: This is what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People: Thanks be to God.  
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Reflection Restore Us – Rev. Greg Larsen  

Reflection Reading Luke 12:49-56 
49 "I have come to set the world on fire, and I wish it were already burning! 50 I have a terrible 

baptism of suffering ahead of me, and I am under a heavy burden until it is accomplished. 51 Do 

you think I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I have come to divide people against each 

other! 52 From now on families will be split apart, three in favor of me, and two against-- or two in 

favor and three against. 53 'Father will be divided against son and son against father; mother 

against daughter and daughter against mother; and mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and 

daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.'" 54 Then Jesus turned to the crowd and said, "When you 

see clouds beginning to form in the west, you say, 'Here comes a shower.' And you are right. 55 

When the south wind blows, you say, 'Today will be a scorcher.' And it is. 56 You fools! You know 

how to interpret the weather signs of the earth and sky, but you don't know how to interpret the 

present times. 

Sharing of our Joys & Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 

(The basics of the Lord’s Prayer appear in Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4.  It may be familiar to you in 

this form, or with “sins” or “debts” toward the end.  Please use what is spiritually comfortable for yourself, 

allowing others to do the same.  We support the use of traditional or contemporary language for 

addressing the holy and naming the holy’s realm.) 

Our Father/Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom/kin-dom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive 

us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom/kin-dom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

Call to Offering 

Offertory Allegro Moderato, by Dom Georg Franck 

Prayer of Dedication & Gratitude 

Gracious God, whose creative energy has filled all heaven and earth with good things for us 

to enjoy and share, we would honor you with our offerings.  May the programs we initiate 

and the outreach we support bear fruits of justice and peace.  We look to Jesus, the pioneer 

and perfector of our faith, as our model in facing all circumstances and giving ourselves for 

others.  Amen. 
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Hymn #436  Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise, tune:  St. Denio 

Verse 1 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

Almighty, victorious Thy great name we praise. 

Verse 2 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light 

Nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in might; 

Thy justice like mountains high soaring above, 

Thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love. 

Verse 3 

To all, life Thou givest, to both great and small; 

In all life Thou livest, the true life of all; 

We blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, 

Then wither and perish; but naught changeth Thee. 

Verse 4 

Thou reignest in glory, Thou rulest in light, 

Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight; 

All praise we would render; O help us to see 

‘Tis only the splendor of light hideth Thee! 

 

Benediction 

Pastor:  God has planted and nurtured a splendid vineyard.  We are vines, expected to bear 

good fruit. 

People:  No longer will we be choked by thorns and briars.  Deceit and lies will not 

overcome us. 

Pastor: God’s Word is more powerful than fire or earthquake.  It is given to shake us from our 

complacency. 

People:  We are aware of the weak and needy among us.  We are determined to work for 

justice. 

Pastor:  Let the one who knows God’s Word speak faithfully.  May all who have heard the Word 

make response. 

People: God will restore us in time of difficulty.  God will perfect and equip us for our 

service. 

Pastor:  Beloved, … and may God be with you.  

People:  And also with you.  

All:   Amen. 

Postlude Declaration, by Fenton Groden 

 

 

The altar flowers today are given by Don Olree 

in memory of Joan and in honor of their 58th wedding anniversary. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Capital improvement update – We are currently formalizing the plans for our outside electronic sign and 

flagpole!  The present sign has served us well but will be replaced by a new state-of-the-art electronic sign 

with a lit flagpole.  The cost is estimated at $18,000 of which we have about $3,300 in donations.  You may 

donate to the cost of this project by marking your check “electronic sign” and placing it in the offering 

plate or mailing it to the church office.  Funds not received in donations can be drawn from our 

endowment. 

 

School Supplies Needed!  Hard to believe it is that time of year again – school will be starting soon, and 

the Mission/Social Action Commission is collecting school supplies to give to Project Starburst to share 

with their clients. Donations can be dropped off at the Church in the Church Library or in Canadian Lakes 

at Coldwell Banker Realty. We would like to have all donations by August 19.   

Blessing of the Backpacks will be performed on Sunday, August 21 during worship.  We invite students 

of all ages to bring in their backpacks/briefcases for a special blessing to start the school year off! 

Prayer requests – If you have prayer requests that you would like lifted during our worship service, please 

send them via email or call the church office.  You can also add your requests to our telephone prayer 

chain by calling Yvonne Kilbourne at 231-796-3729. 

Contacting the church office - You may contact the office at any time via email, 

secretary@unitedchurchbr.org or you can call 231-527-9567 between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm, Monday, 

Tuesday, and Thursday with questions or concerns.  This phone number also accepts messages outside of 

regular business hours.  You can also mail the office at 120 S. State Street, Big Rapids, MI  49307. 

Financial Information – the Governing Board and Treasurer are sharing this data monthly for you.  If you 

have questions, contact Amy Buse, Treasurer, or a member of the Governing Board.  

Financial Update: 

  Expenditures Income 

July 2022 $ 14,895.96 $ 8,775.09 

Year-to-Date (Jan-June 2022) $ 131,492.04 $ 127,804.40 

 

mailto:secretary@unitedchurchbr.org
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The United Church of Big Rapids 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in 

transformational worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we cultivate Jesus’ justice and 

love. 

 

 

Ministers ............................................................................................................................................................... The Body of Christ 

Transitional Pastor ................................................................................................................................................ Rev. Greg Larsen 

Administrative Assistant ................................................................................................................................................... Julie Cole 

Organist .................................................................................................................................................................... Paul Heidemann 

Bell Choir Director ......................................................................................................................................................... Judy Tressler 

Chancel Choir Director ............................................................................................................................................ Linda Rinehart 

Moderator ................................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 

Elder in Charge ............................................................................................................................................................ Bruce Fredrick 

Sound Board .................................................................................................................................. Pete McHugh, Trish McHugh 

Sanctuary Sound ........................................................................................................................................................ Wayne McKay 

Liturgist .......................................................................................................................................................................... Dee Van Horn 

Ushers ............................................................................................................................. Maxine McKay, John Gahrs, Don Olree 

Livestream Team ................................................................................................................................... Wayne McKay, Amy Buse 

Technical Advisors ...................................................................................................................... Amy Buse & Paul Heidemann 

 

*Permission to use the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with license #A-712368 


