
The United Church of Big Rapids 
(120 South State St., Big Rapids MI 49037)  

August 21, 2022 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
❖ Please stand if you so choose 

 

Welcome  

Announcements 

Prelude O God, Beyond All Praising, by Anthony Giamanco 

❖ Call to Worship  

Leader:  Assemble before God, our rock and refuge.  Come together to listen for the voice of 

our Creator. 

People:  The Word of God shakes the foundation of the earth.  We expect to be changed 

by God’s message to us. 

Leader: God rescues us from cruelty and injustice.  In steadfast love, God delivers us from our 

enemies. 

People: We remember the rich heritage we have received.  We give thanks for God’s 

grace and mercy. 

Leader: This is God’s holy day, a time to lay aside narrow interests.  How will we honor God in 

word and deed? 

People: We will delight in the Word and works of our God.  We will join together in 

praise and good works. 

❖ Hymn #370   Just As I Am, Without One Plea, tune:  Woodworth 

Verse 1: 

Just as I am, without one plea 

But that thy blood was shed for me 

And that Thou biddest me come to Thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 

Verse 2 

Just as I am, though tossed about 

With many a conflict, many a doubt, 

Fightings and fears within, without, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 

Verse 3 

Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because Thy promise I believe, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 

Verse 4 

Just as I am, Thy love unknown 

Has broken every barrier down; 

Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 
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❖ Invocation 

 We are known by you gracious God, better than we know ourselves.  You have given us life 

and you have renewed our spirits.  You have carried us to the heights, and you have 

dwelled with us in life’s depths.  You are our hope and our trust.  Touch us here, for you are 

far beyond our reach.  Dwell with us here to lift our aspirations and inspire confidence 

among us.  Amen. 

Children’s Moment 

 Blessing of the Backpacks 

Scripture Lessons (From the New Living Translation Bible) 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 1:4-10 
4 The LORD gave me this message: 5 "I knew you before I formed you in your mother's womb. 

Before you were born I set you apart and appointed you as my prophet to the nations." 6 "O 

Sovereign LORD," I said, "I can't speak for you! I'm too young!" 7 The LORD replied, "Don't say, 

'I'm too young,' for you must go wherever I send you and say whatever I tell you. 8 And don't be 

afraid of the people, for I will be with you and will protect you. I, the LORD, have spoken!" 9 Then 

the LORD reached out and touched my mouth and said, "Look, I have put my words in your 

mouth! 10 Today I appoint you to stand up against nations and kingdoms. Some you must 

uproot and tear down, destroy and overthrow. Others you must build up and plant."  

Leader: This is what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

Special Music  Be Still, by The Fray 

(Rev. Greg Larsen, guitar/soloist) 

Reflection Healing Reign – Rev. Greg Larsen  

Reflection Reading Luke 13:10-17 
10 One Sabbath day as Jesus was teaching in a synagogue, 11 he saw a woman who had been 

crippled by an evil spirit. She had been bent double for eighteen years and was unable to stand 

up straight. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, "Dear woman, you are healed of 

your sickness!" 13 Then he touched her, and instantly she could stand straight. How she praised 

God! 14 But the leader in charge of the synagogue was indignant that Jesus had healed her on 

the Sabbath day. "There are six days of the week for working," he said to the crowd. "Come on 

those days to be healed, not on the Sabbath." 15 But the Lord replied, "You hypocrites! Each of 

you works on the Sabbath day! Don't you untie your ox or your donkey from its stall on the 

Sabbath and lead it out for water? 16 This dear woman, a daughter of Abraham, has been held in 

bondage by Satan for eighteen years. Isn't it right that she be released, even on the Sabbath?" 17 

This shamed his enemies, but all the people rejoiced at the wonderful things he did. 
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Sharing of our Joys & Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 

(The basics of the Lord’s Prayer appear in Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4.  It may be familiar to you in 

this form, or with “sins” or “debts” toward the end.  Please use what is spiritually comfortable for yourself, 

allowing others to do the same.  We support the use of traditional or contemporary language for 

addressing the holy and naming the holy’s realm.) 

Our Father/Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom/kin-dom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive 

us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom/kin-dom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

Call to Offering 

Offertory Preludio Divertimento, by John S. Dixon 

Prayer of Dedication & Gratitude 

O God, we cannot forget all your benefits.  Accept our offerings as expressions of praise 

and acts of true worship.  We pour out our thanks for all you have given us and for all you 

do for us.  We are grateful for the opportunities you grant us to help others.  May healing 

come to all who suffer, and freedom be granted to those weighed down and bent over with 

heavy burdens.  Use us and our gifts to bring the change for good that you intend for our 

world.  Amen. 

Hymn #482  Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty, tune:  Lobe den Herren 

Verse 1 

Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty, 

The king of creation! 

O my soul, praise Him for He is  

Health and salvations! 

All ye who hear, 

Now to His temple draw near; 

Join me in glad adoration. 

Verse 2 

Praise ye the Lord, whoe’er all things 

so wondrously reigneth, 

Shelters thee under His wings, 

Yea, so gently sustaineth! 

Hast though not seen 

How thy desires e’er have been 

Granted in what He ordaineth? 

Verse 3 

Praise to the Lord!  O let all  

That is in me, adore Him! 

All that hath life and breath, 

Come now with praises before Him! 

Let the amen 

Sound from his people again; 

Gladly for aye we adore Him. 
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Benediction 

Pastor:  God promises to reign among us and guide us.  God’s rule in our midst will not be 

shaken. 

People:  We will approach God with reverence and awe.  We will worship God in our daily 

pursuits. 

Pastor: God’s freeing, uplifting presence is ever with us.  God’s transforming power is working 

among us. 

People:  We rejoice at the wonderful things God is doing.  We are eager to join in good 

works for God. 

Pastor:  The Word of God empowers us to speak and act.  God is sending us to people who 

need our help. 

People: We will not be afraid to speak of God’s love.  We will dare to act as God directs. 

Pastor:  Beloved, … and may God be with you.  

People:  And also with you.  

All:   Amen. 

Postlude Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven, by James Mansfield 

 

 

 

 

 

The altar flowers today are given by Julie Cole 

in gratitude for blessings beyond measure. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Thank you for special music today, Pastor Greg!  We are so blessed to have so many talented individuals 

who share their talents with us.  It might be music, administrative skills, technical skills, or a prayer – we are 

appreciative of all. 

Capital improvement update – We are currently formalizing the plans for our outside electronic sign and 

flagpole!  The present sign has served us well but will be replaced by a new state-of-the-art electronic sign 

with a lit flagpole.  The cost is estimated at $18,000 of which we have about $3,300 in donations.  You may 

donate to the cost of this project by marking your check “electronic sign” and placing it in the offering 

plate or mailing it to the church office.  Funds not received in donations can be drawn from our 

endowment. 

 

UCC Women of MI – “Celebrating …The Past, Present & Future” - The UCC Women of MI are holding 

a special event on September 29, 2022, at the Bavarian Inn Lodge in Frankenmuth. All women of the 

church are encouraged to attend. It will be a wonderful day to renew old friendships and make new ones. 

Registration information can be found on the bulletin board and the table in the narthex. Questions – 

contact Susan Grant, Amy Buse or Dee Van Horn. 

Prayer requests – If you have prayer requests that you would like lifted during our worship service, please 

send them via email or call the church office.  You can also add your requests to our telephone prayer 

chain by calling Yvonne Kilbourne at 231-796-3729. 

Contacting the church office - You may contact the office at any time via email, 

secretary@unitedchurchbr.org or you can call 231-527-9567 between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm, Monday, 

Tuesday, and Thursday with questions or concerns.  This phone number also accepts messages outside of 

regular business hours.  You can also mail the office at 120 S. State Street, Big Rapids, MI  49307. 

Financial Information – the Governing Board and Treasurer are sharing this data monthly for you.  If you 

have questions, contact Amy Buse, Treasurer, or a member of the Governing Board.  

Financial Update: 

  Expenditures Income 

July 2022 $ 14,895.96 $ 8,775.09 

Year-to-Date (Jan-June 2022) $ 131,492.04 $ 127,804.40 

mailto:secretary@unitedchurchbr.org
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The United Church of Big Rapids 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in 

transformational worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we cultivate Jesus’ justice and 

love. 

 

 

Ministers ............................................................................................................................................................... The Body of Christ 

Transitional Pastor ................................................................................................................................................ Rev. Greg Larsen 

Administrative Assistant ................................................................................................................................................... Julie Cole 

Organist .................................................................................................................................................................... Paul Heidemann 

Bell Choir Director ......................................................................................................................................................... Judy Tressler 

Chancel Choir Director ............................................................................................................................................ Linda Rinehart 

Moderator ................................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 

Elder in Charge ............................................................................................................................................................ Bruce Fredrick 

Sound Board ............................................................................................................................................................... Susan H. Grant 

Sanctuary Sound ........................................................................................................................................................ Wayne McKay 

Liturgist ................................................................................................................................................................................... Kari Clark 

Ushers .................................................................................................................... Dee Van Horn, Judy Tressler, Don Stephen 

Livestream Team ................................................................................................................................... Wayne McKay, Amy Buse 

Technical Advisors ...................................................................................................................... Amy Buse & Paul Heidemann 

 

*Permission to use the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with license #A-712368 


