
The United Church of Big Rapids 
(120 South State St., Big Rapids MI 49037)  

August 28, 2022 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
❖ Please stand if you so choose 

 

Welcome  

Announcements 

Prelude He Leadeth Me, by Terry Kirkland 

❖ Call to Worship  

Leader:  Sing to God, our strength; cry out to God, our helper.  Rejoice, and do not fear to 

appear before our God. 

People:  It is God who led our ancestors through hard times.  It is God who leads us 

through difficult days. 

Leader: God will not leave us or forsake us.  God welcomes us to the banquet of life. 

People: God fills our mouths with good things.  God offers us fountains of living water. 

Leader: Listen now to the voice of God and submit to God’s will.  Hear the Word of God and 

turn away from worthless things. 

People: We will delight in the commandments of our God.  We will share eagerly in the 

work God gives us to do. 
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❖ Hymn #539 (New Century Hymnal) Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant?  tune:  Servant Song 

 

 

❖ Invocation 

 Gracious God, our helper, we seek the assurance of your presence in this time of worship.  

We have come to listen and to receive your counsel.  Melt our stubborn hearts to remove 

the barriers that keep us from seeing your glory and doing your will.  Challenge all that is 

worthless and unprofitable in our lives, so that we may become worthy imitators of Jesus 

Christ, in whose name we pray.  Amen. 

Scripture Lessons (From the New Living Translation Bible) 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 2:4-13 
4 Hear the word of the LORD, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of Israel. 5 Thus 

says the LORD: What wrong did your ancestors find in me that they went far from me, and went 

after worthless things, and became worthless themselves? 6 They did not say, "Where is the 

LORD who brought us up from the land of Egypt, who led us in the wilderness, in a land of 

deserts and pits, in a land of drought and deep darkness, in a land that no one passes through, 

where no one lives?" 7 I brought you into a plentiful land to eat its fruits and its good things. But 

when you entered you defiled my land, and made my heritage an abomination. 8 The priests did 

not say, "Where is the LORD?" Those who handle the law did not know me; the rulers 

transgressed against me; the prophets prophesied by Baal, and went after things that do not 

profit. 9 Therefore once more I accuse you, says the LORD, and I accuse your children's children. 
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10 Cross to the coasts of Cyprus and look, send to Kedar and examine with care; see if there has 

ever been such a thing. 11 Has a nation changed its gods, even though they are no gods? But my 

people have changed their glory for something that does not profit. 12 Be appalled, O heavens, 

at this, be shocked, be utterly desolate, says the LORD, 13 for my people have committed two 

evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living water, and dug out cisterns for themselves, 

cracked cisterns that can hold no water.  

Leader: This is what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

Special Music  Remember Love, by Martin & Nix 

(Carol Yacavone, soloist) 

Reflection Open Table – Rev. Greg Larsen  

Reflection Reading Luke 14: 1, 7-14 

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on 

the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 7 When he noticed how the guests chose the places 

of honor, he told them a parable. 8 "When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do 

not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been 

invited by your host; 9 and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, 'Give this 

person your place,' and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 10 But when you 

are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to 

you, 'Friend, move up higher'; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table 

with you. 11 For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will 

be exalted." 12 He said also to the one who had invited him, "When you give a luncheon or a 

dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they 

may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the 

poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14 And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay 

you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous."  

Special Music  Crowded Table, by The Highwomen 

(Rev. Greg Larsen, guitar/soloist) 

Sharing of our Joys & Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 

(The basics of the Lord’s Prayer appear in Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4.  It may be familiar to you in 

this form, or with “sins” or “debts” toward the end.  Please use what is spiritually comfortable for yourself, 

allowing others to do the same.  We support the use of traditional or contemporary language for 

addressing the holy and naming the holy’s realm.) 

Our Father/Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom/kin-dom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive 

us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation but 
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deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom/kin-dom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

Call to Offering 

Offertory Simple Gifts, by Gregg Sewell 

Prayer of Dedication 

In joyous thanksgiving for the banquet of life, we invite those who live in poverty to share 

our wealth.  We give up some of our luxuries for the sake of brothers and sisters who lack 

food, shelter, or medical care.  We reach out to help, expecting no reward but the 

satisfaction of sharing what you have so richly entrusted to us.  We dedicate our times and 

abilities along with these fruits of our labor.  Amen. 

Hymn #361  How Firm a Foundation, tune:  Foundation 

Verse 1 

How firm a foundation,  

Ye saints of the Lord, 

Is laid for your faith  

In God’s excellent Word! 

What more can be said  

Than to you God hath said, 

To you who for refuge 

To Jesus have fled? 

Verse 2 

“Fear not, I am with the, 

O be not dismayed, 

For I am thy God, 

And will still give thee aid; 

I’ll strengthen thee, help the, 

And cause thee to stand, 

Upheld by My righteous, 

Omnipotent hand. 

Verse 3 

“When through the deep waters 

I call thee to go, 

The rivers of sorrow  

Shall not overflow; 

For I will be near thee, 

Thy troubles to bless, 

And sanctify to thee 

Thy deepest distress. 

Verse 4 

“When through fiery trials 

Thy pathway shall lie, 

My grace, all sufficient, 

Shall be thy supply; 

The flame shall not hurt thee; 

I only design 

Thy dross to consume, 

And thy gold to refine 

Verse 5 

“The soul that on Jesus  

Hath leaned for repose, 

I will not, I will not 

Desert to its foes; 

That soul, though all hell 

Should endeavor to shake, 

I’ll never, no never, no, never forsake.” 
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Benediction 

Pastor:  Go forth as humble servants of Almighty God.  Those who humble themselves will be 

exalted. 

People:  We have no right to boast before God or others.  We are simply privileged to share 

God’s bounty. 

Pastor: When you give a banquet, invite those who cannot repay.  Give honor to persons not 

usually recognized. 

People:  God has created us as sisters and brothers to all.  Everyone is a child of God, 

deserving of our attention. 

Pastor:  God, who blesses your worship, will bless your service.  God will feed you with spiritual 

food that satisfies. 

People: How good it is to walk in the ways God leads us!  How satisfying to drink from the 

fountain of living water! 

Pastor:  Beloved, … and may God be with you.  

People:  And also with you.  

All:   Amen. 

Postlude Trumpet Voluntary in G, by Patricia Lou Harris 

 

 

 

 

 

The altar flowers today are given by the Gamble family 

in loving memory of Mary Marjorie Strohm Gamble. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Thank you for special music today, Carol and Pastor Greg!  We are so blessed to have so many 

individuals who share their talents with us.  It might be music, administrative skills, technical skills, or a 

prayer – we are appreciative of all. 

Capital improvement update – We are currently formalizing the plans for our outside electronic sign and 

flagpole!  The present sign has served us well but will be replaced by a new state-of-the-art electronic sign 

with a lit flagpole.  The cost is estimated at $18,000 of which we have about $8.600 in donations.  You may 

donate to the cost of this project by marking your check “electronic sign” and placing it in the offering 

plate or mailing it to the church office.  Funds not received in donations can be drawn from our 

endowment. 

 

UCC Women of MI – “Celebrating …The Past, Present & Future” - The UCC Women of MI are holding 

a special event on September 29, 2022, at the Bavarian Inn Lodge in Frankenmuth. All women of the 

church are encouraged to attend. It will be a wonderful day to renew old friendships and make new ones. 

Registration information can be found on the bulletin board and the table in the narthex. Questions – 

contact Susan Grant, Amy Buse, or Dee Van Horn. 

Prayer requests – If you have prayer requests that you would like lifted during our worship service, please 

send them via email or call the church office.  You can also add your requests to our telephone prayer 

chain by calling Yvonne Kilbourne at 231-796-3729. 

Contacting the church office - You may contact the office at any time via email, 

secretary@unitedchurchbr.org or you can call 231-527-9567 between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm, Monday, 

Tuesday, and Thursday with questions or concerns.  This phone number also accepts messages outside of 

regular business hours.  You can also mail the office at 120 S. State Street, Big Rapids, MI  49307. 

Financial Information – the Governing Board and Treasurer are sharing this data monthly for you.  If you 

have questions, contact Amy Buse, Treasurer, or a member of the Governing Board.  

Financial Update: 

  Expenditures Income 

July 2022 $ 14,895.96 $ 8,775.09 

Year-to-Date (Jan-June 2022) $ 131,492.04 $ 127,804.40 

mailto:secretary@unitedchurchbr.org
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The United Church of Big Rapids 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in 

transformational worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we cultivate Jesus’ justice and 

love. 

 

 

Ministers ............................................................................................................................................................... The Body of Christ 

Transitional Pastor ................................................................................................................................................ Rev. Greg Larsen 

Administrative Assistant ................................................................................................................................................... Julie Cole 

Organist .................................................................................................................................................................... Paul Heidemann 

Bell Choir Director ......................................................................................................................................................... Judy Tressler 

Chancel Choir Director ............................................................................................................................................ Linda Rinehart 

Moderator ................................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 

Elder in Charge ............................................................................................................................................................ Bruce Fredrick 

Sound Board ................................................................................................................................. Peter McHugh, Trish McHugh 

Sanctuary Sound ........................................................................................................................................................ Wayne McKay 

Liturgist .......................................................................................................................................................................... Alice Bandstra 

Ushers ......................................................................................................................... Maxine McKay, Pat Heeter, Sandi Morris 

Livestream Team ................................................................................................................................... Wayne McKay, Amy Buse 

Technical Advisors ...................................................................................................................... Amy Buse & Paul Heidemann 

 

*Permission to use the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with license #A-712368 
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Here are the lyrics to today’s special music.  “Crowded Table,” by The Highwomen 

 

You can hold my hand 

When you need to let go 

I can be your mountain 

When you're feeling valley-low 

I can be your streetlight 

Showing you the way home 

You can hold my hand 

When you need to let go 

I want a house with a crowded table 

And a place by the fire for everyone 

Let us take on the world while we're young and able 

And bring us back together when the day is done 

If we want a garden 

We're gonna have to sow the seed 

Plant a little happiness 

Let the roots run deep 

If it's love that we give 

Then it's love that we reap 

If we want a garden 

We're gonna have to sow the seed 

Yeah I want a house with a crowded table 

And a place by the fire for everyone 

Let us take on the world while we're young and able 

And bring us back together when the day is done 

The door is always open 

Your picture's on my wall 

Everyone's a little broken 

And everyone belongs 

Yeah, everyone belongs 

I want a house with a crowded table 

And a place by the fire for everyone 

Let us take on the world while we're young and able 

And bring us back together when the day is done 

And bring us back together when the day is done 

 
Songwriters: Lori Mckenna, Natalie Hemby, Brandi Carlile (bmi).  

 


