
The United Church of Big Rapids 
(120 South State St., Big Rapids MI 49037)  

July 3, 2022 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
❖ Please stand if you so choose 

 

 

Welcome  

Announcements 

Prelude Improvisation on “Hankey (I Love to Tell the Story),” by Elizabeth Krouse 

❖ Call to Worship  

Leader:  The realm of God has come near.  Enter this time of worship with joyous expectations. 

People:  We will extol you, O God, for you have drawn us up.  You rescued us from the pit 

and restored us to life. 

Leader: Sing praises to God, all faithful ones.  Give thanks to God’s holy name. 

People: We have known your favor, O God, in many ways.  You have healed us and 

turned our mourning to dancing. 

Leader: Rejoice in the work you are given to do.  Give thanks that your names are known to 

God. 

People: We will praise you, O God, and not be silent.  We will give thanks to you forever. 

❖ Hymn #415  Come, Labor On, tune:  Ora Labora 

Verse 1: 

Come, labor on. 

Who dares stand idle on the harvest plain 

While all around us waves the golden grain? 

And to each servant does the Master say, 

“Go to work today.” 

Verse 2 

Come, labor on. 

Claim the high calling angels cannot share; 

To young and old the gospel gladness bear. 

Redeem the time; its hour too swiftly fly. 

The night draws nigh 

 

Verse 3 

Come, labor on. 

Away with gloomy doubts and faithless fear! 

No arm so weak but may do service here; 

Though feeble agents, may we all fulfill 

God’s righteous will. 

Verse 4 

Come, labor on. 

No time to rest, till glows the western sky, 

Till the long shadows o’er our pathway lie, 

And a glad sound comes with setting sun, 

“Well done, well done.” 
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❖ Invocation 

 Gracious God, our helper, we greet you this morning with joy and thanksgiving.  We feel 

your welcome and anticipate your teachings.  Show us this day what you would have us do.  

Whether it be great or small, we want to do what you command.  Let our ears be attentive 

to your Word, and our hearts be responsive to the opportunities you grant us to bear one 

another’s burdens in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Scripture Lessons (From the New Living Translation) 

Psalm Reading Psalm 30 

I will exalt you, LORD, for you rescued me. You refused to let my enemies triumph over me. 2 O 

LORD my God, I cried to you for help, and you restored my health. 3 You brought me up from the 

grave, O LORD. You kept me from falling into the pit of death. 4 Sing to the LORD, all you godly 

ones! Praise his holy name. 5 For his anger lasts only a moment, but his favor lasts a lifetime! 

Weeping may last through the night, but joy comes with the morning. 6 When I was prosperous, I 

said, "Nothing can stop me now!" 7 Your favor, O LORD, made me as secure as a mountain. Then 

you turned away from me, and I was shattered. 8 I cried out to you, O LORD. I begged the Lord for 

mercy, saying, 9 "What will you gain if I die, if I sink into the grave? Can my dust praise you? Can it 

tell of your faithfulness? 10 Hear me, LORD, and have mercy on me. Help me, O LORD." 11 You have 

turned my mourning into joyful dancing. You have taken away my clothes of mourning and 

clothed me with joy, 12 that I might sing praises to you and not be silent. O LORD my God, I will 

give you thanks forever! 

Leader: This is what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

Special Music Let There Be Peace on Earth, by Miller & Jackson  

(Roger Peterson, soloist) 

Reflection Surprising Prophets – Rev. Greg Larsen  

Reflection Reading 2 Kings 5:1-14 

The king of Aram had great admiration for Naaman, the commander of his army, because 

through him the LORD had given Aram great victories. But though Naaman was a mighty warrior, 

he suffered from leprosy. 2 At this time Aramean raiders had invaded the land of Israel, and 

among their captives was a young girl who had been given to Naaman's wife as a maid. 3 One 

day the girl said to her mistress, "I wish my master would go to see the prophet in Samaria. He 

would heal him of his leprosy." 4 So Naaman told the king what the young girl from Israel had 

said. 5 "Go and visit the prophet," the king of Aram told him. "I will send a letter of introduction 

for you to take to the king of Israel." So Naaman started out, carrying as gifts 750 pounds of 

silver, 150 pounds of gold, and ten sets of clothing. 6 The letter to the king of Israel said: "With 

this letter I present my servant Naaman. I want you to heal him of his leprosy." 7 When the king of 

Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes in dismay and said, "This man sends me a leper to heal! 

Am I God, that I can give life and take it away? I can see that he's just trying to pick a fight with 

me." 8 But when Elisha, the man of God, heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes in 
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dismay, he sent this message to him: "Why are you so upset? Send Naaman to me, and he will 

learn that there is a true prophet here in Israel." 9 So Naaman went with his horses and chariots 

and waited at the door of Elisha's house. 10 But Elisha sent a messenger out to him with this 

message: "Go and wash yourself seven times in the Jordan River. Then your skin will be restored, 

and you will be healed of your leprosy." 11 But Naaman became angry and stalked away. "I 

thought he would certainly come out to meet me!" he said. "I expected him to wave his hand over 

the leprosy and call on the name of the LORD his God and heal me! 12 Aren't the rivers of 

Damascus, the Abana and the Pharpar, better than any of the rivers of Israel? Why shouldn't I 

wash in them and be healed?" So Naaman turned and went away in a rage. 13 But his officers tried 

to reason with him and said, "Sir, if the prophet had told you to do something very difficult, 

wouldn't you have done it? So you should certainly obey him when he says simply, 'Go and wash 

and be cured!'" 14 So Naaman went down to the Jordan River and dipped himself seven times, as 

the man of God had instructed him. And his skin became as healthy as the skin of a young child's, 

and he was healed! 15 Then Naaman and his entire party went back to find the man of God. They 

stood before him, and Naaman said, "Now I know that there is no God in all the world except in 

Israel. So please accept a gift from your servant."   

Sharing of our Joys & Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer  

Service of Holy Communion 

Breaking of the Bread and Pouring of the Wine 

Blessing of the Elements 

Sharing the Elements 

The Lord’s Prayer 

(The basics of the Lord’s Prayer appear in Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4.  It may be familiar to 

you in this form, or with “sins” or “debts” toward the end.  Please use what is spiritually 

comfortable for yourself, allowing others to do the same.  We support the use of traditional or 

contemporary language for addressing the holy and naming the holy’s realm.) 

Our Father/Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom/kin-

dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread, and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not 

into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom/kin-dom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Call to Offering 

Offertory Communion Meditation on “Bread of Life,” by Craig A. Penfield 
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Prayer of Dedication  

With gratitude for your gracious favor, we dedicate these gifts.  May they help others as we 

have been helped.  May they reach out in a spirit of gentleness to restore to community 

those who are alienated.  May they announce to the world that the realm of God is among 

us, waiting to be claimed.  By these resources, may your name be praised here and in many 

other places.  Amen. 

Hymn #368 I’ve Got Peace Like a River 
Verse 1 

I’ve got peace like a river,  

I’ve got peace like a river 

I’ve got peace like a river ina my soul. 

Verse 2 

I’ve got joy like a fountain, 

I’ve got joy like a fountain, 

I’ve got joy like a fountain ina my soul 

Verse 3 

I’ve got love like an ocean, 

I’ve got love like an ocean, 

I’ve got love like an ocean ina my soul. 

 

Benediction 

Pastor:  God sends us out as lambs among wolves.  It is not easy to proclaim the gospel. 

People:  We will not fear to let our faith be known.  We want to carry God’s peace into our 

world.  

Pastor:  Your words and deeds can be simple and direct.  Your witness is to be gentle and kind.  

People:  We will listen before we speak.  We will seek to love without judging. 

Pastor:  The peace of God dwells in you and will help you.  The Spirit will grant you authority and 

power. 

People: We accept God’s gifts and promises.  We will not grow weary of doing what is 

right.  

Pastor:  Beloved, … and may God be with you.  

People:  And also with you.  

ALL:   Amen.  

 

Postlude How Firm a Foundation, by Truuke Ameigh 

(It is our custom to sit and listen to the postlude, but feel free to leave the sanctuary at any time after the benediction.)  
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The altar flowers are given today by Susan H. Grant 

in memory of our beloved Jon Fleming. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Meijer’s "Simply Give" program is currently benefiting Project Starburst.  You can pick up a card 

here at the church or at Meijer.  Every dollar you spend within the program is matched by Meijer.  It's 

an easy way to help out those that need a little extra food security. 

Capital improvement update – We are currently formalizing the plans for our outside electronic sign and 

flagpole!  The present sign has served us well but will be replaced by a new state-of-the-art electronic sign 

with a lit flagpole, allowing us to fly the US flag 24/7.  The cost is estimated at $18,000 of which we have 

about $2,600 in donations.  You may donate to the cost of this project by marking your check “electronic 

sign” and placing it in the offering plate or mailing it to the church office.  Funds not received in donations 

can be drawn from our endowment. 

Fair Trade products are here!  Fair-trade products – regular coffee, decaf coffee, and dark chocolate -

have returned to the Parlor.  Thank you to the Mission/Social Action Commission for this addition.  There 

is an “on your honor” cash box and price list on the bookcase in the Parlor. 

Annual Outdoor Worship Service is scheduled for Sunday, July 17, at Northend Riverside Park at 9:30 

am.  Bring a chair or blanket to sit on and experience worship in God’s creation!  Our message will be 

delivered by Bob McCord, lay leader from Cadillac First Presbyterian Church.  After worship, stay for the 

“super sized” coffee hour provided by the Spiritual Life Commission. 

Prayer requests – If you have prayer requests that you would like lifted during our worship service, please 

send them via email or call the church office.  You can also add your requests to our telephone prayer 

chain by calling Yvonne Kilbourne at 231-796-3729. 

Contacting the church office - You may contact the office at any time via email, 

secretary@unitedchurchbr.org or you can call 231-527-9567 between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm, Monday, 

Tuesday, and Thursday with questions or concerns.  This phone number also accepts messages outside of 

regular business hours.  You can also mail the office at 120 S. State Street, Big Rapids, MI  49307. 

Financial Information – the Governing Board and Treasurer are sharing this data monthly for you.  If you 

have questions, contact Amy Buse, Treasurer, or a member of the Governing Board.   

Financial Update: 

  
 

Expenditures Income 

May 2022 $32,615.90 $11,864.18 

Year-to-Date (Jan-May 2022) $99,473.05 $87,326.39 

mailto:secretary@unitedchurchbr.org
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The United Church of Big Rapids 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in 

transformational worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we cultivate Jesus’ justice and 

love. 

 

 

Ministers ............................................................................................................................................................... The Body of Christ 

Transitional Pastor ................................................................................................................................................ Rev. Greg Larsen 

Pastor Emeritus ...................................................................................................................................................... Rev. Jon Fleming 

Administrative Assistant ................................................................................................................................................... Julie Cole 

Organist .................................................................................................................................................................... Paul Heidemann 

Bell Choir Director ......................................................................................................................................................... Judy Tressler 

Chancel Choir Director ............................................................................................................................................ Linda Rinehart 

Moderator ................................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 

Elder in Charge ................................................................................................................................................................ Roger Vajda 

Sound Board ................................................................................................................................................................ Bruce Fredrick 

Sanctuary Sound ........................................................................................................................................................ Wayne McKay 

Liturgist .......................................................................................................................................................................... Dee Van Horn 

Ushers ........................................................................................................... Maxine McKay, Jim Chipman, Carolyn Chipman 

Livestream Team .................................................................................................................................................................. Amy Buse 

Technical Advisors ...................................................................................................................... Amy Buse & Paul Heidemann 

 

*Permission to use the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with license #A-712368 


