
The United Church of Big Rapids 
(120 South State St., Big Rapids MI 49037)  

July 10, 2022 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
❖ Please stand if you so choose 

 

 

 

Welcome  

Announcements 

Prelude Variations on “Nettleton,” by Barbara B. Masters 

❖ Call to Worship  

Leader:  God calls together a divine council to render judgment.  God holds a plumb line to 

measure our faithfulness. 

People:  Who can stand before the judgments of God?  How shall we know what God 

expects of us? 

Leader: Lift up your prayers for God’s mercy.  Earnestly seek to know the ways of truth and 

salvation. 

People: Can we distinguish faithfulness from popular success?  What must we do to 

inherit eternal life? 

Leader: God’s judgment comes to all nations of the earth.  God’s covenant with us involves 

care for all people. 

People: Will God deliver us from the hands of the wicked?  Will God put an end to 

wanton treachery? 

❖ Hymn #526  For All the Saints, tune:  Sine Nomine 

Verse 1: 

For all the saints who from their labors rest, 

Who Thee by faith before the world confessed, 

Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Verse 2 

Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might; 

Thou, Lord, their captain in the well fought fight; 

Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Verse 3 

O blest communion, fellowship divine! 

We feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 

Yet all are one in Thee, for all are Thine. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Verse 4 

From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 

Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 

Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
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❖ Invocation 

 Almighty God, we tremble with the knowledge that you know all our thoughts and deeds 

and judge them by your perfect will.  Yet we are bold to protest the evil around us that 

seems to go unpunished.  So many innocent and good people die randomly or suffer 

cruelly.  How long will you judge unjustly and show partiality to the wicked?  O God, we 

know this is really your question for us.  Help us to take seriously these moments of 

encounter with you, knowing we can trust you to be just.  Amen. 

Scripture Lessons (From the New Living Translation) 

Old Testament Reading Amos 7:7-17 

 7 Then he showed me another vision. I saw the Lord standing beside a wall that had been built 

using a plumb line. He was using a plumb line to see if it was still straight. 8 And the LORD said 

to me, "Amos, what do you see?" I answered, "A plumb line." And the Lord replied, "I will test my 

people with this plumb line. I will no longer ignore all their sins. 9 The pagan shrines of your 

ancestors will be ruined, and the temples of Israel will be destroyed; I will bring the dynasty of 

King Jeroboam to a sudden end." 10 Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent a message to 

Jeroboam, king of Israel: "Amos is hatching a plot against you right here on your very doorstep! 

What he is saying is intolerable. 11 He is saying, 'Jeroboam will soon be killed, and the people of 

Israel will be sent away into exile.'" 12 Then Amaziah sent orders to Amos: "Get out of here, you 

prophet! Go on back to the land of Judah, and earn your living by prophesying there! 13 Don't 

bother us with your prophecies here in Bethel. This is the king's sanctuary and the national place 

of worship!" 14 But Amos replied, "I'm not a professional prophet, and I was never trained to be 

one. I'm just a shepherd, and I take care of sycamore-fig trees. 15 But the LORD called me away 

from my flock and told me, 'Go and prophesy to my people in Israel.' 16 Now then, listen to this 

message from the LORD: "You say, 'Don't prophesy against Israel. Stop preaching against my 

people.' 17 But this is what the LORD says: 'Your wife will become a prostitute in this city, and 

your sons and daughters will be killed. Your land will be divided up, and you yourself will die in a 

foreign land. And the people of Israel will certainly become captives in exile, far from their 

homeland.'"  

Leader: This is what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

Special Music Peace Like a River/I’ll Fly Away  

(Katie McInnis, Lizzie McInnis, Linda Rinehart) 

Reflection Caring Neighbors – Rev. Greg Larsen  

Reflection Reading Luke 10:25-37 
25 One day an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus by asking him this question: "Teacher, 

what should I do to inherit eternal life?" 26 Jesus replied, "What does the law of Moses say? How 

do you read it?" 27 The man answered, "'You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all 

your soul, all your strength, and all your mind.' And, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'" 28 "Right!" 

Jesus told him. "Do this and you will live!" 29 The man wanted to justify his actions, so he asked 
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Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 30 Jesus replied with a story: "A Jewish man was traveling from 

Jerusalem down to Jericho, and he was attacked by bandits. They stripped him of his clothes, beat 

him up, and left him half dead beside the road. 31 "By chance a priest came along. But when he 

saw the man lying there, he crossed to the other side of the road and passed him by. 32 A Temple 

assistant walked over and looked at him lying there, but he also passed by on the other side. 33 

"Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw the man, he felt compassion for him. 34 

Going over to him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds with olive oil and wine and bandaged 

them. Then he put the man on his own donkey and took him to an inn, where he took care of 

him. 35 The next day he handed the innkeeper two silver coins, telling him, 'Take care of this man. 

If his bill runs higher than this, I'll pay you the next time I'm here.' 36 "Now which of these three 

would you say was a neighbor to the man who was attacked by bandits?" Jesus asked. 37 The man 

replied, "The one who showed him mercy." Then Jesus said, "Yes, now go and do the same." 

Sharing of our Joys & Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 

(The basics of the Lord’s Prayer appear in Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4.  It may be familiar to you in 

this form, or with “sins” or “debts” toward the end.  Please use what is spiritually comfortable for yourself, 

allowing others to do the same.  We support the use of traditional or contemporary language for 

addressing the holy and naming the holy’s realm.) 

Our Father/Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom/kin-dom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom/kin-dom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Call to Offering 

Offertory Reflection on “Kingsfold,” by Paul Randall Keith 

  



 Page 4 
 

Prayer of Dedication & Gratitude 

May these gifts and our lives bear fruit in many good works, increasing among all people 

knowledge of God, patience and endurance, wisdom and understanding, love and joy.  We 

would act with compassion toward one another and toward neighbors near and far.  

Thankful for the mercy you have shown us, we pledge ourselves and these offerings to 

extend mercy to all.  Amen. 

Hymn #438 Blest Be the Tie That Binds, tune:  Dennis 
Verse 1 

Blest be the tie that binds 

Our hearts in Christian love: 

The fellowship of kindred minds 

Is like to that above. 

Verse 2 

Before our Maker’s throne 

We pour our ardent prayers; 

Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

Our comforts and our cares. 

Verse 3 

We share our mutual woes, 

Our mutual burdens bear, 

And often for each other flows 

The sympathizing tear. 

Verse 4 

From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

And sin we shall be free; 

And perfect love and friendship reign 

Through all eternity. 

Benediction 

Pastor:  Grace to you, and peace, from God our Creator.  Continue this day your love for all the 

saints. 

People:  We will love God with our whole being.  We will care for ourselves and others as 

God’s children. 

Pastor: Be filled with spiritual wisdom and understanding.  Bear fruit and grow in good works by 

God’s power.  

People:  We pray for discernment and empowerment.  We seek to live with patience, 

endurance, and joy. 

Pastor:  God’s compassion surrounds you today and always.  Live as people delivered from the 

power of evil. 

People: We acknowledge the dominion of Jesus Christ among us.  We will carry the spirit 

of Christ within us. 

Pastor:  Beloved, … and may God be with you.  

People:  And also with you.  

ALL:   Amen.  

 

Postlude Trumpet Tune in B Flat Major, by Robert Lind 

(It is our custom to sit and listen to the postlude, but feel free to leave the sanctuary at any time after the benediction.)  
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Our love and prayers to the family of Jon Fleming whose life touched us all! 

Thank you for sharing some of the flowers with the church, Diane. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Capital improvement update – We are currently formalizing the plans for our outside electronic sign and 

flagpole!  The present sign has served us well but will be replaced by a new state-of-the-art electronic sign 

with a lit flagpole, allowing us to fly the US flag 24/7.  The cost is estimated at $18,000 of which we have 

about $2,600 in donations.  You may donate to the cost of this project by marking your check “electronic 

sign” and placing it in the offering plate or mailing it to the church office.  Funds not received in donations 

can be drawn from our endowment. 

Fair Trade products are here!  Fair-trade products – regular coffee, decaf coffee, and dark chocolate -

have returned to the Parlor.  Thank you to the Mission/Social Action Commission for this addition.  There 

is an “on your honor” cash box and price list on the bookcase in the Parlor. 

Annual Outdoor Worship Service is scheduled for next Sunday, July 17, at Northend Riverside Park at 

9:30 am.  Bring a chair or blanket to sit on and experience worship in God’s creation!  Bob McCord, a lay 

leader from Cadillac First Presbyterian Church will deliver our message.  After worship, stay for the “super-

sized” coffee hour provided by the Spiritual Life Commission.  Watch for an email or Facebook 

announcement at 8:30 am in the event of inclement weather. 

Prayer requests – If you have prayer requests that you would like lifted during our worship service, please 

send them via email or call the church office.  You can also add your requests to our telephone prayer 

chain by calling Yvonne Kilbourne at 231-796-3729. 

Contacting the church office - You may contact the office at any time via email, 

secretary@unitedchurchbr.org or you can call 231-527-9567 between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm, Monday, 

Tuesday, and Thursday with questions or concerns.  This phone number also accepts messages outside of 

regular business hours.  You can also mail the office at 120 S. State Street, Big Rapids, MI  49307. 

Financial Information – the Governing Board and Treasurer are sharing this data monthly for you.  If you 

have questions, contact Amy Buse, Treasurer, or a member of the Governing Board.   

Financial Update: 

  
 

Expenditures Income 

May 2022 $32,615.90 $11,864.18 

Year-to-Date (Jan-May 2022) $99,473.05 $87,326.39 

mailto:secretary@unitedchurchbr.org
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The United Church of Big Rapids 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in 

transformational worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we cultivate Jesus’ justice and 

love. 

 

 

Ministers ............................................................................................................................................................... The Body of Christ 

Transitional Pastor ................................................................................................................................................ Rev. Greg Larsen 

Pastor Emeritus ...................................................................................................................................................... Rev. Jon Fleming 

Administrative Assistant ................................................................................................................................................... Julie Cole 

Organist .................................................................................................................................................................... Paul Heidemann 

Bell Choir Director ......................................................................................................................................................... Judy Tressler 

Chancel Choir Director ............................................................................................................................................ Linda Rinehart 

Moderator ................................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 

Elder in Charge ................................................................................................................................................................ Roger Vajda 

Sound Board ............................................................................................................................................................... Susan H. Grant 

Sanctuary Sound ........................................................................................................................................................ Wayne McKay 

Liturgist .................................................................................................................................................................................... Sue Glatz 

Ushers ..................................................................................................................... Don Stephen, Judy Tressler, Carlene Gahrs 

Livestream Team ................................................................................................................................... Amy Buse, Wayne McKay 

Technical Advisors ...................................................................................................................... Amy Buse & Paul Heidemann 

 

*Permission to use the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with license #A-712368 


