
The United Church of Big Rapids 
(120 South State St., Big Rapids MI 49037)  

July 17, 2022 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
❖ Please stand if you so choose 

 

Welcome  

Announcements 

❖ Call to Worship  

Leader:  Come, people of faith, trusting God’s steadfast love.  Take refuge in the eternal 

presence. 

People:  We want to acknowledge God first in our lives.  We seek to rely on a power 

beyond ourselves. 

Leader: Gather in silent awe before the source of all things.  Climb God’s holy hill, giving 

thanks. 

People: It is not easy to have faith in one we do not know.  It is frightening to realize 

God’s sovereign power. 

Leader: Know that Christ is the image of the invisible God, the one in whom the fullness of 

God was pleased to dwell. 

People: We are the church, gathered in Christ’s name.  We are the body of Christ, seeking 

to live faithfully. 

❖ Hymn   I’ve Got Peace Like a River 

Verse 1 

I’ve got peace like a river,  

I’ve got peace like a river 

I’ve got peace like a river ina my soul. 

Verse 2 

I’ve got joy like a fountain, 

I’ve got joy like a fountain, 

I’ve got joy like a fountain ina my soul 

Verse 3 

I’ve got love like an ocean, 

I’ve got love like an ocean, 

I’ve got love like an ocean ina my soul. 

 

 

❖ Invocation 

 Awesome God, we thirst for your Word.  We long to make sense of so much we do not 

understand.  We want our worship to be more than a quick diversion from tasks that seem 

more pressing.  We want to believe there is more to life than seeking personal gain.  We 

bring to you today our troubles and anxieties, our estrangements and hostilities, our 

boasting, and deceits.  Meet us here with truth we cannot avoid.  Amen. 
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Scripture Lessons (From the Inclusive Bible) 

Old Testament Reading Amos 8:1-12 

This is what the Sovereign YHWH showed me:  a basket of ripe figs.  2 God said, “What do you 

see, Amos?”  “A basket of ripe figs,” I replied.  Then YHWH said to me: “The time is ripe for my 

people, Israel.  I will no longer tolerate their atrocities.  3 The singers in the Temple will wail that 

day: ‘So many corpses scattered anywhere.  Hush!’” – It is the Sovereign YHWH who speaks. 4 

Listen to this, you who live off the needy and oppress the poor of the land, 5 you who say, “If 

only the New Moon were over and we could sell our grain,” and, “When Sabbath is over, we will 

sell our wheat charging higher prices for smaller portions, thus tilting the scales in our favor.  6 

That way, we can buy the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals – and even make a 

profit on the chaff of the wheat!  7 – YHWH swears by the Pride of Jacob, “I will never forget a 

single thing you have done.”  8 Will not the land tremble because of this, and all who dwell in it 

mourn?  Will the land not rise up like the Nile, rising and sinking like the river of Egypt? 9 “That 

day – it is the Sovereign YHWH who speaks – I will make the sun set at noon and darken the earth 

in broad daylight.  10 I will turn your feasts into funerals and all your happy songs into dirges.  I 

will have your loins all in sackcloth, your heads all shaved.  I will make the land mourn as one 

would mourn for a dead child – all of this on that bitter day!  11 The time is coming – it is the 

Sovereign YHWH who speaks – when I will send a famine on the land: not a famine of bread or 

thirst for water, but a famine of not hearing the words of YHWH.  12 People will stagger from sea 

to sea and wander from north to east seeking revelation from YHWH, but will not find it.   

Psalm Reading Psalm 52 

How can you boast about how corrupt you are, you tyrant?  Even against God’s beloved 2 you 

forge wild likes all day long – your slanderous tongue is as sharp as a razor!  3 You love evil, not 

good; falsehood, not truth telling.  4 You enjoy cruel gossip and slanderous talk.  5 So God will 

pull you down to the ground forever, sweep you away, leave you ruined and homeless and 

uprooted from the land of the living!  6 the righteous will look on, awestruck, and they will laugh 

at your plight.  7 “This is the one,” they’ll say, “who didn’t seek refuge in God, but trusted in great 

wealth and grew strong by destroying others.”  8 I am an olive tree flourishing in God’s house, for 

I trust in God’s love forever and ever.  9 I will praise you forever for what you have done; among 

your faithful I will put my trust in your Name, for it is good. 

Leader: This is what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

Hymn #372 Lord, I Want to Be a Christian, tune: I Want to Be a Christian 

Reflection  The Traveler - Bob MacCord  

Reflection Reading Luke 10:38-42 
38 As they traveled, Jesus entered a village where a woman named Martha welcomed him to her 

home.  39 She had a sister named Mary, who seated herself at Jesus’ feet and listen to his words.  
40 Martha, who was busy with all the details of hospitality, came to Jesus and said, “Rabbi, don’t 

you care that my sister has left me all alone to do the household tasks?  Tell her to help me!”  41 
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Jesus replied, “Martha, Martha!  You’re anxious and upset about so many things, 42 but only a few 

things are necessary – really only one.  Mary has chosen the better part, and she won’t be 

deprived of it.” 

Sharing of our Joys & Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 

(The basics of the Lord’s Prayer appear in Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4.  It may be familiar to you in 

this form, or with “sins” or “debts” toward the end.  Please use what is spiritually comfortable for yourself, 

allowing others to do the same.  We support the use of traditional or contemporary language for 

addressing the holy and naming the holy’s realm.) 

Our Father/Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom/kin-dom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom/kin-dom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Call to Offering 

Prayer of Dedication & Gratitude 

Through our offerings, loving God, we proclaim Christ to the world.  We dedicate all we are 

giving to preaching, teaching, and outreach that move people toward Christian maturity.  

We offer ourselves as advocates for the poor and needy, as seekers for justice, as stewards 

of hope.  We turn from false securities to put our confidence in you, that the mystery of 

your glorious Word may be opened up among all your people.  Amen. 
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Hymn #438 (New Century Hymnal)  When Peace, Like a River (It Is Well with My Soul) 

 

 
Benediction 

Pastor:  Choose this day a life of listening and trusting.  Let God have first place on your daily 

agenda. 

People:  We will give ear to promptings of the Spirit.  We seek to hear God’s teachings and 

warnings. 

Pastor: Let your faith be evidenced in all your dealings.  Share humbly and caringly the hope 

that is in you. 

People:  We believe others can hear the Word of God through us.  We will be careful to 

represent the gospel faithfully. 

Pastor:  You have chosen well; receive God’s blessing.  Give thanks each day for God’s gracious 

favor. 

People: Thanks be to God for both comfort and judgment.  Praise God for both 

reassurance and challenge. 

Pastor:  Beloved, … and may God be with you.  

People:  And also with you.  

All:   Amen.  

 

 



 Page 5 
 

 

The altar flowers are given by Susan H. Grant  

with gratitude for my United Church family. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome to Bob MacCord, from Cadillac First Presbyterian Church who is sharing the message today.  

Bob was a high school teacher and coach and then worked for county government as a geographic 

information systems specialist.  His volunteer activities include the US Coast Guard Auxiliary, board 

member of the Cadillac Area Symphony Orchestra, and president of the Jordan River National Fish 

Hatcheries.  His travels include spending a month camping and hiking in the deserts of Utah, a month in 

the former Soviet Union, visiting Canada, and riding a bicycle from the Atlantic to the Pacific.  Thank you, 

Bob, for visiting us today! 

Capital improvement update – We are currently formalizing the plans for our outside electronic sign and 

flagpole!  The present sign has served us well but will be replaced by a new state-of-the-art electronic sign 

with a lit flagpole, allowing us to fly the US flag 24/7.  The cost is estimated at $18,000 of which we have 

about $2,600 in donations.  You may donate to the cost of this project by marking your check “electronic 

sign” and placing it in the offering plate or mailing it to the church office.  Funds not received in donations 

can be drawn from our endowment. 

 

Contacting the church office - You may contact the office at any time via email, 

secretary@unitedchurchbr.org or you can call 231-527-9567 between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm, Monday, 

Tuesday, and Thursday with questions or concerns.  This phone number also accepts messages outside of 

regular business hours.  You can also mail the office at 120 S. State Street, Big Rapids, MI  49307. 

Financial Information – the Governing Board and Treasurer are sharing this data monthly for you.  If you 

have questions, contact Amy Buse, Treasurer, or a member of the Governing Board.   

Financial Update: 

   

 
Expenditures Income 

June 2022 $17,123.03 $31,277.92 

Year-to-Date (Jan-June 2022) $116,596.08 $119,029.31 

mailto:secretary@unitedchurchbr.org
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The United Church of Big Rapids 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in 

transformational worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we cultivate Jesus’ justice and 

love. 

 

 

Ministers ............................................................................................................................................................... The Body of Christ 

Transitional Pastor ................................................................................................................................................ Rev. Greg Larsen 

Administrative Assistant ................................................................................................................................................... Julie Cole 

Organist .................................................................................................................................................................... Paul Heidemann 

Bell Choir Director ......................................................................................................................................................... Judy Tressler 

Chancel Choir Director ............................................................................................................................................ Linda Rinehart 

Moderator ................................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 

Elder in Charge ................................................................................................................................................................ Roger Vajda 

Sound Board ........................................................................................................................................................... Paul Heidemann 

Liturgist ......................................................................................................................................................................... Susan H. Grant 

Ushers ................................................................................................................................................. Jim Bandstra, Alice Bandstra 

Livestream Team ................................................................................................................................... Amy Buse, Wayne McKay 

Technical Advisors ...................................................................................................................... Amy Buse & Paul Heidemann 

 

*Permission to use the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with license #A-712368 


