
The United Church of Big Rapids 
(120 South State St., Big Rapids MI 49037)  

July 24, 2022 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
❖ Please stand if you so choose 

 

Welcome  

Announcements 

Prelude Rendez a Dieu, “Father, We Thank Thee,” by Dennis Janzer 

❖ Call to Worship  

Leader:  God is eager to restore us to right relationships.  The creator is waiting to claim us now 

as God’s own. 

People:  We have come to meet the God who welcomes us.  We have gathered to 

experience God’s steadfast love. 

Leader: Listen, for God will speak to those who want to hear.  Turn your hearts toward the one 

who saves. 

People: We bow down to receive God’s mercy.  We open ourselves to the source of 

peace. 

Leader: God will answer us and will give what is good.  God restores us to faithfulness and 

righteousness. 

People: We come asking, searching, and knocking.  We see the good gifts only God can 

provide. 

❖ Hymn #517 (New Century Hymnal) I Need You Every Hour, tune:  Need 

Verse 1 

I need you every hour, 

O God f grace: 

The peace your voice affords, 

I now embrace. 

Refrain: 

I need you, how I need you! 

Every hour I need you: 

O bless me now, my Savior; 

I come to you. 

Verse 2 

I need you every hour, 

In faith or fear; 

Temptations lose their power 

When you are near. 

Refrain 

Verse 3 

I need you every hour, 

In joy or pain; 

Come quickly and abide 

Or life is in vain. 

Verse 4 

I need you every hour; 

Teach me your will, 

And your promises 

In me fulfill. 

Refrain 
Refrain 
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❖ Invocation 

 Living God, we come as your children to be reclaimed and blessed.  We need the inner 

strength that comes to us through worship.  All week long we have wrestled with 

emptiness and deceit on every hand.  Take away the noisy clamor that would make us 

captives of human traditions.  Turn us toward the source of our salvation, toward your 

steadfast love and faithfulness.  Amen. 

Scripture Lessons (From the New Living Translation Bible) 

Old Testament Reading Hosea 1:2-10 
2 When the LORD first began speaking to Israel through Hosea, he said to him, "Go and marry a 

prostitute, so that some of her children will be conceived in prostitution. This will illustrate how 

Israel has acted like a prostitute by turning against the LORD and worshiping other gods." 3 So 

Hosea married Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim, and she became pregnant and gave Hosea a 

son. 4 And the LORD said, "Name the child Jezreel, for I am about to punish King Jehu's dynasty 

to avenge the murders he committed at Jezreel. In fact, I will bring an end to Israel's 

independence. 5 I will break its military power in the Jezreel Valley." 6 Soon Gomer became 

pregnant again and gave birth to a daughter. And the LORD said to Hosea, "Name your 

daughter Lo-ruhamah-- 'Not loved'-- for I will no longer show love to the people of Israel or 

forgive them. 7 But I will show love to the people of Judah. I will free them from their enemies-- 

not with weapons and armies or horses and charioteers, but by my power as the LORD their 

God." 8 After Gomer had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she again became pregnant and gave birth to a 

second son. 9 And the LORD said, "Name him Lo-ammi-- 'Not my people'-- for Israel is not my 

people, and I am not their God. 10 "Yet the time will come when Israel's people will be like the 

sands of the seashore-- too many to count! Then, at the place where they were told, 'You are not 

my people,' it will be said, 'You are children of the living God.'  

Psalm Reading Psalm 85 

LORD, you poured out blessings on your land! You restored the fortunes of Israel. 2 You forgave 

the guilt of your people-- yes, you covered all their sins. 3 You held back your fury. You kept back 

your blazing anger. 4 Now restore us again, O God of our salvation. Put aside your anger against 

us once more. 5 Will you be angry with us always? Will you prolong your wrath to all 

generations? 6 Won't you revive us again, so your people can rejoice in you? 7 Show us your 

unfailing love, O LORD, and grant us your salvation. 8 I listen carefully to what God the LORD is 

saying, for she speaks peace to her faithful people. But let them not return to their foolish ways. 9 

Surely her salvation is near to those who fear her, so our land will be filled with her glory. 10 

Unfailing love and truth have met together. Righteousness and peace have kissed! 11 Truth 

springs up from the earth, and righteousness smiles down from heaven. 12 Yes, the LORD pours 

down her blessings. Our land will yield its bountiful harvest. 13 Righteousness goes as a herald 

before her, preparing the way for her steps.  

Leader: This is what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People: Thanks be to God.  
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Special Music A Future With Hope, by Mark Burrows 

Reflection  Shaped by a Prayer – Rev. Greg Larsen  

Reflection Reading Luke 11:1-13 

He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, "Lord, 

teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples." 2 He said to them, "When you pray, say: Father, 

hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. 3 Give us each day our daily bread. 4 And forgive us 

our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not bring us to the time of 

trial." 5 And he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight 

and say to him, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 for a friend of mine has arrived, and I 

have nothing to set before him.' 7 And he answers from within, 'Do not bother me; the door has 

already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.' 
8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, at least 

because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs. 9 "So I say to you, Ask, 

and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. 10 

For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, 

the door will be opened. 11 Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a 

snake instead of a fish? 12 Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 13 If you then, who 

are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father 

give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"  

  Sharing of our Joys & Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 

(The basics of the Lord’s Prayer appear in Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4.  It may be familiar to you in 

this form, or with “sins” or “debts” toward the end.  Please use what is spiritually comfortable for yourself, 

allowing others to do the same.  We support the use of traditional or contemporary language for 

addressing the holy and naming the holy’s realm.) 

Our Father/Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom/kin-dom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom/kin-dom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 The Baptism of Caden James Rouech 

Invitation  

Pastor:  They were bringing children to Jesus that Jesus might touch them, and the 

disciples rebuked them. But when Jesus saw it, Jesus was indignant, and said to 

them,   

People: “Let the children come to me, do not hinder them; for to such belongs the 

realm of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the realm of God 

like a child shall not enter it.”   
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Pastor: And Jesus took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands upon them. 

The sacrament of baptism is an outward and visible sign of the grace of God. 

Inasmuch as the promise of the gospel is not only to us but also to our children, 

baptism with water and the Holy Spirit is the mark of their acceptance into the 

care of Christ’s church, the sign and seal of their participation in God’s 

forgiveness, and the beginning of their growth into full Christian faith and 

discipleship.   

 Questions of the Candidates   

Pastor:  Do you desire to have your child baptized into the faith and family of Jesus 

Christ?   

Parents & Godparents:  We do.   

Pastor:  Do you promise, by the grace of God, to be Christ’s disciple, to follow in the way 

of our Savior, to resist oppression and evil, to show love and justice, and to 

witness to the work and word of Jesus Christ as best you are able?   

Parents & Godparents:  We do, with the help of God.   

Pastor:  Do you promise, according to the grace given you, to grow with this child in the 

Christian faith, to help this child to be a faithful member of the church of Jesus 

Christ, by celebrating Christ’s presence, by furthering Christ’s mission in all the 

world, and by offering the nurture of the Christian church so that she may affirm 

her baptism?   

Parents & Godparents:  We do, with the help of God.   

Congregational Assent   

Pastor:  Jesus Christ calls us to make disciples of all nations and to offer them the gift of 

grace in baptism. Do you, who witness and celebrate this sacrament, promise 

your love, support, and care to the one about to be baptized, as she and grows in 

Christ?   

People:  We promise our love, support, and care.   

Prayer of Baptism   

Bless by your Holy Spirit, gracious God, this water. By your Holy Spirit save those who confess 

the name of Jesus Christ that sin may have no power over them. Create new life in the one 

baptized this day that she may rise in Christ. Glory to you, eternal God, the one who was, and 

is, and shall always be, world without end. Amen.   

Act of Baptism   

Prayer for the Baptized   

Pastor:  Let us pray for the one baptized today.  Gracious God, you have filled the world 

with joy by giving us the gift of Jesus.  Bless this newly baptized person.  May he 

be filled with joy; may he never be ashamed to confess faith in you.  Bless the 

parents and godparents of this child.  Through their love and care for him, may 

he always be grateful.  Bless these your faithful people.  Unite them in the peace 

of Christ and the company of the Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen 
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Call to Offering 

Offertory “Shall We Gather at the River” – Hanson Place, by Joe Utterback 

Prayer of Dedication & Gratitude 

Holy God, whose name is before all names, we worship you with our offerings.  They 

represent our labor, our investment of time and energy.  We want them to be put to the 

best possible use.  May they save many from the course of evil and turn them toward 

faithful discipleship.  May they provide bread for body and soul, that your people may be 

preserved and strengthened for ministry.  Bless and multiply our efforts, we pray.  Amen. 

Hymn #438  Eternal God, Whose Power Upholds, tune:  Forest Green 

Verse 1 

Eternal God, whose power upholds 

Both flower and flaming star, 

To whom there is no here nor there, 

No time, no near nor far, 

No alien race, no foreign shore, 

No child unsought, unknown: 

O send us forth, Thy prophets true, 

To make all lands Thine own! 

Verse 2 

O God of love, whose Spirit wakes 

In every human breast, 

Whom love, and love alone, can know, 

In whom all hearts find rest; 

Help us to spread Thy gracious reign 

Till greed and hate shall cease, 

And kindness dwell in human hearts,  

And all the earth find peace! 

 
Verse 3 

O God of truth, whom science seeks 

And reverent souls adore, 

Who lightest every earnest mind 

Of every clime and shore: 

Dispel the gloom of error’s night, 

Of ignorance and fear, 

Until true wisdom from above, 

Shall make life’s pathway clear! 

Verse 4 

O God of beauty, oft revealed 

In dreams of human art, 

In speech that follows to melody, 

In holiness of heart; 

Teach us to turn from sinfulness 

That shuts our hearts to Thee 

Till all shall know the loveliness 

Of lives made fair and free! 

Verse 5 

O God of righteousness and grace, 

Seen in the Christ, Thy Son, 

Whose life and death reveal Thy face, 

By whom Thy will was done; 

Inspire Thy heralds of good news 

To live Thy life divine, 

Till Christ is formed in every heart, 

And every land is Thine. 
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Benediction 

Pastor:  Reenter your world as children of the living God.  Greet your neighbors as God’s valued 

creation. 

People:  God sends us out as bearers of peace.  We will honor God’s Word above 

everything. 

Pastor: With steadfast love and faithfulness, God strengthens you.  You will receive what you 

need for each day. 

People:  We will not hesitate to search and ask.  We will be persistent in prayer. 

Pastor:  God will answer you and give you what is good.  Doors will be opened, and good gifts 

will be received. 

People: We rejoice in the opportunities God gives us.  May the glory of God be recognized 

among us! 

Pastor:  Beloved, … and may God be with you.  

People:  And also with you.  

All:   Amen.  

Postlude Trumpet Tune on “Praise the Lord!  Sing Hallelujah,” by Larry Visser 

 

 

 

 

 

The altar flowers are given by John and Carlene Gahrs 

in honor of great-grandchildren. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Thank you to our special music ensemble today – A few ladies of the Chancel Choir decided to get 

together and provide us with special music today.  They are Linda Rinehart, Maryanne Heidemann, Sue 

Boitos, Judy Tressler, Barb Johnson, and Jerena Keys.  Thank you for sharing your talents with us today! 

Capital improvement update – We are currently formalizing the plans for our outside electronic sign and 

flagpole!  The present sign has served us well but will be replaced by a new state-of-the-art electronic sign 

with a lit flagpole, allowing us to fly the US flag 24/7.  The cost is estimated at $18,000 of which we have 

about $2,600 in donations.  You may donate to the cost of this project by marking your check “electronic 

sign” and placing it in the offering plate or mailing it to the church office.  Funds not received in donations 

can be drawn from our endowment. 

 

 

Prayer requests – If you have prayer requests that you would like lifted during our worship service, please 

send them via email or call the church office.  You can also add your requests to our telephone prayer 

chain by calling Yvonne Kilbourne at 231-796-3729. 

Contacting the church office - You may contact the office at any time via email, 

secretary@unitedchurchbr.org or you can call 231-527-9567 between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm, Monday, 

Tuesday, and Thursday with questions or concerns.  This phone number also accepts messages outside of 

regular business hours.  You can also mail the office at 120 S. State Street, Big Rapids, MI  49307. 

Financial Information – the Governing Board and Treasurer are sharing this data monthly for you.  If you 

have questions, contact Amy Buse, Treasurer, or a member of the Governing Board.   

Financial Update: 

    
Expenditures Income 

June 2022 $17,123.03 $31,277.92 

Year-to-Date (Jan-June 2022) $116,596.08 $119,029.31 

mailto:secretary@unitedchurchbr.org
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The United Church of Big Rapids 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in 

transformational worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we cultivate Jesus’ justice and 

love. 

 

 

Ministers ............................................................................................................................................................... The Body of Christ 

Transitional Pastor ................................................................................................................................................ Rev. Greg Larsen 

Administrative Assistant ................................................................................................................................................... Julie Cole 

Organist .................................................................................................................................................................... Paul Heidemann 

Bell Choir Director ......................................................................................................................................................... Judy Tressler 

Chancel Choir Director ............................................................................................................................................ Linda Rinehart 

Moderator ................................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 

Elder in Charge ................................................................................................................................................................ Roger Vajda 

Sound Board ................................................................................................................................................................ Mike Rinehart 

Sanctuary Sound ........................................................................................................................................................ Trish McHugh 

Liturgist ................................................................................................................................................................................... Kari Clark 

Ushers .................................................................................................................. Don Olree, Chuck Achterhof, Kay Achterhof 

Livestream Team .......................................................................................................................... Wayne McKay, Trish McHugh 

Technical Advisors ...................................................................................................................... Amy Buse & Paul Heidemann 

 

*Permission to use the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with license #A-712368 


