
The United Church of Big Rapids 
(120 South State St., Big Rapids MI 49037)  

June 5, 2022 

Pentecost Sunday 
❖ Please stand if you so choose 

 

Welcome  

Announcements 

Prelude Spirit Song Blend 

❖ Call to Worship  

Leader:  We gather together because God has called us.  We wait in expectant awe for God’s 

appearing. 

People:  We are together, old and young, rich and poor.  We have come, believers and 

skeptics, to this place. 

Leader: On the first Christian Pentecost, there were surprises; the rush of a violent wind and 

tongues of fire. 

People: We tremble before the power of the Holy Spirit.  What will happen if we let the 

Spirit in? 

Leader: On this Pentecost, we can receive the surprises of God.  We can be moved to speak 

and act in new ways. 

People: With hesitant eagerness, we welcome the Spirit.  We will risk stepping into God’s 

vision for us. 
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❖ Hymn #319   Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness, tune:  Spirit 

Refrain: 

Spirit, spirit of gentleness, 

Blow through the wilderness, calling and free 

Spirit, spirit of restlessness,  

Stir me from placidness, 

Wind, wind on the sea 

Verse 1 

You moved on the waters, 

You called to the deep, 

Then You coaxed up the mountains 

From the valleys of sleep, 

And over the eons 

You called to each thing, 

Awake from your slumbers 

And rise on your wings. 

Refrain 

Verse 3 

You sang in a stable, 

Your cried from a hill, 

Then You whispered in silence 

When the whole world was still, 

And down in the city 

You called once again 

When You blew through Your people 

On the rush of the wind. 

Refrain 

Verse 4 

You call from tomorrow, 

You break ancient schemes, 

From the bondage of sorrow 

The captives dream dreams; 

Our women see visions, 

 Our men clear their eyes. 

With bold new decisions 

Your people arise. 

Refrain 

 

❖ Invocation 

 Amazing God, who created humanity as one people, come among us now to reunify us.  

Out of our differences, create understanding and eagerness to explore the variety among 

us.  Out of our narrowness, fashion a breadth of involvement to feed our spirits.  May we 

dream dreams and see visions.  May we truly hear our sisters and brothers and respond to 

them with empathy and love, in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

Scripture Lessons (From the New Living Translation)  

Psalm Reading Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
24 O LORD, what a variety of things you have made! In wisdom you have made them all. The earth 

is full of your creatures. 25 Here is the ocean, vast and wide, teeming with life of every kind, both 

large and small. 26 See the ships sailing along, and Leviathan, which you made to play in the sea. 27 

They all depend on you to give them food as they need it. 28 When you supply it, they gather it. 

You open your hand to feed them, and they are richly satisfied. 29 But if you turn away from them, 

they panic. When you take away their breath, they die and turn again to dust. 30 When you give 

them your breath, life is created, and you renew the face of the earth. 31 May the glory of the 

LORD continue forever! The LORD takes pleasure in all God has made! 32 The earth trembles at 



 Page 3 
 

God’s glance; the mountains smoke at God’s touch. 33 I will sing to the LORD as long as I live. I will 

praise my God to my last breath! 34 May all my thoughts be pleasing to God, for I rejoice in the 

LORD. 35b …let the wicked disappear forever. Let all that I am praise the LORD. Praise the LORD!   

Leader: This is what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

Reflection Gathered and Scattered – Rev. Greg Larsen 

Reflection Reading Genesis 11:1-9 

 At one time all the people of the world spoke the same language and used the same words. 2 As 

the people migrated to the east, they found a plain in the land of Babylonia and settled there. 3 

They began saying to each other, "Let's make bricks and harden them with fire." (In this region 

bricks were used instead of stone, and tar was used for mortar.) 4 Then they said, "Come, let's 

build a great city for ourselves with a tower that reaches into the sky. This will make us famous 

and keep us from being scattered all over the world." 5 But the LORD came down to look at the 

city and the tower the people were building. 6 "Look!" he said. "The people are united, and they 

all speak the same language. After this, nothing they set out to do will be impossible for them! 7 

Come, let's go down and confuse the people with different languages. Then they won't be able to 

understand each other." 8 In that way, the LORD scattered them all over the world, and they 

stopped building the city. 9 That is why the city was called Babel, because that is where the LORD 

confused the people with different languages. In this way he scattered them all over the world.   

Sharing of our Joys & Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer  

Service of Holy Communion 

Breaking of the Bread and Pouring of the Wine 

Blessing of the Elements 

Sharing the Elements 

The Lord’s Prayer 

(The basics of the Lord’s Prayer appear in Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4.  It may be familiar to 

you in this form, or with “sins” or “debts” toward the end.  Please use what is spiritually 

comfortable for yourself, allowing others to do the same.  We support the use of traditional or 

contemporary language for addressing the holy and naming the holy’s realm.) 

Our Father/Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom/kin-

dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread, and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not 

into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom/kin-dom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
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Call to Offering 

Offertory Love and Spirit, by Robert Garrels 

Prayer of Dedication & Gratitude 

God of wind and fire may new life be breathed into the world because of these gifts we 

return to you.  Grant us enhanced capacity to carry your revelation to others in ways they 

can understand.  We seek to be to one another channels of your love and peace, both in 

person and through the outreach of our offerings.  Amen. 

❖ Hymn #321 Holy Spirit, Truth Divine, tune:  Song 

Verse 1 

Holy Spirit, truth divine, 

Dawn upon this soul of mine; 

Word of God, and inward light, 

Wake my spirit, clear my sight. 

Verse 2 

Holy Spirit, love divine, 

Glow within this heart of mine; 

Kindle every high desire; 

Perish self in Thy pure fire. 

Verse 3 

Holy Spirit, power divine, 

Fill and nerve this will of mine; 

By Thee may I strongly live, 

Bravely bear, and nobly strive. 

Verse 4 

Holy Spirit, right divine, 

Make my conscience wholly Thine; 

Be my law, and I shall be 

Firmly bound, forever free. 

❖ Benediction 

Pastor: All who believe in Jesus Christ are commissioned.  We are sent out to live and work 

as Jesus did. 

People: We are sons and daughters of God.  We are heirs with Christ of all God has 

made. 

Pastor: The Holy Spirit has come to inspire and equip us.  We are empowered for greater 

works in Jesus’ name. 

People: We will praise God while we have being.  We will testify to the good news of 

God’s love. 

Pastor: The power of the first Pentecost is ours to claim.  The Holy Spirit offers us new 

ability to communicate. 

People: We will heed the Spirit’s promptings this week.  We will call on God’s name 

day by day. 

Pastor: Beloved, …and may God be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

All: Amen 

Postlude Prepare Ye (The Way of the Lord), by Stephen Schwartz 

(It is our custom to sit and listen to the postlude, but feel free to leave the sanctuary at any time after the benediction.) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Thank you to Bob Garrels for sharing his musical talents with us today.  We are so glad to have such 

talented friends to help us out!  Thank you for your assistance while Paul has been on vacation. 

Pride Big Rapids – Members of the planning committee of the Pride Big Rapids event are joining us 

during our fellowship time in the Parlor this morning.  Please ask questions and/or volunteer for the 

event happening June 26.  Thank you to Frank Hartley and the Mission/Social Action Commission for 

making our sponsorship of this event possible. 

Meijer "Simply Give" program is benefiting Project Starburst currently.  You can pick up a card here 

at the church or Meijer.  Every dollar you spend within the program is matched by Meijer.  A double 

match day on June 18 will provide $2 for each dollar that you spend.   If you would like, you can give 

a check to Project Starburst ahead of time, and they will be sure to purchase what they need on June 

18.  It's an easy way to help out those that need a little extra food security. 

Pride Big Rapids is happening June 26 at Northend Riverside Park!  Information about the festival and 

how to support it with your donation of time or money is on the Cards of Caring table in the narthex.  

Frank Hartley can fill you in on the details.  You can also find information on their Facebook page 

(@pridebigrapids) or by going to their website at https://www.pridebigrapids.org. 

Save the Date – our annual outdoor worship service at Northend Riverside Park is scheduled for July 17.  

Mark your calendars! 

Flowers and Coffee Hour – Don’t forget to take a look at the sign-up sheets on the bulletin board to 

choose your date to provide flowers for worship or to host Coffee Hour in the Parlor after worship.   

Prayer requests – If you have prayer requests that you would like lifted during our worship service, please 

send them via email or call the church office.  You can also add your requests to our telephone prayer 

chain by calling Yvonne Kilbourne at 231-796-3729. 

Contacting the church office - You may contact the office at any time via email, 

secretary@unitedchurchbr.org or you can call 231-527-9567 between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm, Monday, 

Tuesday, and Thursday with questions or concerns.  This phone number also accepts messages outside of 

regular business hours.  You can also mail the office at 120 S. State Street, Big Rapids, MI  49307. 

Financial Information – the Governing Board and Treasurer are sharing this data monthly for you.  If you 

have questions, contact Amy Buse, Treasurer, or a member of the Governing Board.   

Financial Update: 

 

 

 

  

 
Expenditures Income 

April 2022 $14,949.48 $15,044.62 

Year-to-Date (Jan-April 2022) $66,857.15 $75,462.21 

https://www.pridebigrapids.org./
mailto:secretary@unitedchurchbr.org
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The United Church of Big Rapids 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in 

transformational worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we cultivate Jesus’ justice and 

love. 

 

 

Ministers ............................................................................................................................................................... The Body of Christ 

Transitional Pastor ................................................................................................................................................ Rev. Greg Larsen 

Pastor Emeritus ...................................................................................................................................................... Rev. Jon Fleming 

Administrative Assistant ................................................................................................................................................... Julie Cole 

Organist .................................................................................................................................................................... Paul Heidemann 

Guest Pianist ..................................................................................................................................................................... Bob Garrels 

Bell Choir Director ......................................................................................................................................................... Judy Tressler 

Chancel Choir Director ............................................................................................................................................ Linda Rinehart 

Moderator ................................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 

Elder in Charge ............................................................................................................................................................ Wayne McKay 

Sound Board ................................................................................................................................. Trish McHugh, Peter McHugh 

Sanctuary Sound ........................................................................................................................................................ Wayne McKay 

Liturgist ......................................................................................................................................................................... Susan H. Grant 

Ushers ................................................................................................................. Jane Grzybowski, Maxine McKay, Sue Boitos 

Livestream Team .................................................................................................................................................................. Amy Buse 

Technical Advisors ...................................................................................................................... Amy Buse & Paul Heidemann 

 

*Permission to use the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with license #A-712368 


