
The United Church of Big Rapids 
(120 South State St., Big Rapids MI 49037)  

June 12, 2022 

First Sunday after Pentecost 
❖ Please stand if you so choose 

Welcome  

Announcements 

Prelude Fairest Lord Jesus, by Daniel E. Gawthrop 

❖ Call to Worship  

Leader:  God finds delight in humanity, and in each of us.  Let us rejoice before the majesty of our 

Creator. 

People:  God of grace and glory, who made all things, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

Leader: In Christ, we are called to endure and to hope.  Let us give thanks for a gift that brings peace. 

People: God of grace and glory, Savior of your people, how precious to us is your gift of Jesus 

Christ. 

Leader: The Holy Spirit is present to guide and direct us, let us listen so that we may hear and do what 

is true. 

People: God of grace and glory, ever-present with us, how reassuring is the love with which you 

surround us! 

❖ Hymn #21 (New Century Hymnal) God Reigns o’er All the Earth, tune:  Terra Beata 

Verse 1: 

God reigns o’er all the earth! 

Green hills and valleys low,  

The farms and towns in golds and browns 

God’s grace and beauty show. 

God reigns o’er all the earth!  

Stone banks and spreading plains, 

In rainbow hues – reds, yellows, blues –  

Of streams and country lanes. 

Verse 2 

God reigns o’er human life! 

Through youth and aging years 

In death, in birth, in grief, in mirth, 

In all our hopes and fears. 

God reigns o’er human life!  

Our inspirations still. 

Through all our schemes, in all our dreams,  

We see God’s reigning will. 

Verse 3 

God reigns o’er time and space! 

In history’s bygone days, 

Christ’s faithful folk in reverence spoke 

To bring God earnest praise. 

God reigns o’er time and space!   

O’er galaxy and sun, 

Through timeless years the cosmos hears 

The heavenly music run. 

Verse 4 

God reigns!  Emmanuel! 

God with us every day, 

In all our past and to the last, 

Our comfort and our stay. 

God reigns!  Emmanuel! 

Let praise to Christ be sung! 

God’s presence here makes all things dear. 

Let joyful bells be run! 
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❖ Invocation 

 Amazing God, revealed to us more ways than we can count, yet binding in unity all that was and is 

and yet shall be, we worship you.  Source of mountains and seas, giver of light and darkness, we 

marvel at the work of your hands.  Reconciler and Redeemer, we are awed by the forgiving love 

that draws us to you and empowers us to care for one another.  Spirit of truth, whose guidance is 

available to us every day, we rejoice in your transforming presence.  Triune God, bless, we pray this 

gathering of your disciples.  Amen. 

Scripture Lessons (From the New Living Translation)  

Gospel Reading John 14:8-17, 25-27 
8 Philip said, "Lord, show us the Creator, and we will be satisfied." 9 Jesus replied, "Have I been with you all 

this time, Philip, and yet you still don't know who I am? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Creator! So 

why are you asking me to show Yahweh to you? 10 Don't you believe that I am in the Creator and the 

Creator is in me? The words I speak are not my own, but my Creator who lives in me does Yahweh’s work 

through me. 11 Just believe that I am in the Creator and the Creator is in me. Or at least believe because of 

the work you have seen me do. 12 "I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I 

have done, and even greater works, because I am going to be with the Creator. 13 You can ask for anything 

in my name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Creator. 14 Yes, ask me for anything in my 

name, and I will do it! 15 "If you love me, obey my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Creator, and Yahweh 

will give you another Advocate, who will never leave you. 17 Yahweh is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all 

truth. The world cannot receive Yahweh, because it isn't looking for Yahweh and doesn't recognize Yahweh. 

But you know Yahweh, because Yahweh lives with you now and later will be in you. 25 I am telling you these 

things now while I am still with you. 26 But when the Creator sends the Advocate as my representative-- that 

is, the Holy Spirit-- Yahweh will teach you everything and will remind you of everything I have told you. 27 "I 

am leaving you with a gift-- peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. 

So don't be troubled or afraid.  

Leader: This is what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

Reflection Rev Forrest Hoppe  

Reflection Reading Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 

Listen as Wisdom calls out! Hear as understanding raises her voice! 2 On the hilltop along the road, she 

takes her stand at the crossroads. 3 By the gates at the entrance to the town, on the road leading in, she 

cries aloud, 4 "I call to you, to all of you! I raise my voice to all people. 22 "The LORD formed me from the 

beginning, before Yahweh created anything else. 23 I was appointed in ages past, at the very first, before 

the earth began. 24 I was born before the oceans were created, before the springs bubbled forth their 

waters. 25 Before the mountains were formed, before the hills, I was born-- 26 before Yahweh had made the 

earth and fields and the first handfuls of soil. 27 I was there when Yahweh established the heavens, 

when Yahweh drew the horizon on the oceans. 28 I was there when Yahweh set the clouds above, 

when Yahweh established springs deep in the earth. 29 I was there when Yahweh set the limits of 

the seas, so they would not spread beyond their boundaries. And when Yahweh marked off the 

earth's foundations, 30 I was the architect at Yahweh’s side. I was Yahweh’s constant delight, 

rejoicing always in Yahweh’s presence. 31 And how happy I was with the world Yahweh created; 

how I rejoiced with the human family! 
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 Sharing of our Joys & Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 

(The basics of the Lord’s Prayer appear in Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4.  It may be familiar to you in 

this form, or with “sins” or “debts” toward the end.  Please use what is spiritually comfortable for yourself, 

allowing others to do the same.  We support the use of traditional or contemporary language for 

addressing the holy and naming the holy’s realm.) 

Our Father/Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom/kin-dom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive 

us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom/kin-dom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

Call to Offering 

Offertory God Cares for Me, by Robert J. Powell 

Prayer of Dedication & Gratitude 

Giving God, we are grateful for wisdom, for beauty, for the ways in which we see your glory 

in all creation.  Most of all, we thank you for caring for us and for entrusting to us the 

ministry of caring for the earth and for one another.  May these offerings extend the faith 

and honor you:  Creator, Savior, and Sustainer.  Amen. 

❖ Hymn #280 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound, tune:  Amazing Grace 
Verse 1 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,  

That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 

Was blind, but now I see. 

Verse 2 

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed! 

Verse 3 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 

I have already come; 

‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 

And grace will lead me home. 

Verse 4 

The Lord has promised good to me, 

His word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 

Verse 5 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

Than when we’d first begun. 

 

Benediction 

Postlude We Believe in One True God, by Daniel Burton 

(It is our custom to sit and listen to the postlude, but feel free to leave the sanctuary at any time after the benediction.)  
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The altar flowers are given today by Kay Achterhof  

in celebration of Chuck’s 75th birthday (which is today!) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Thank you to Rev. Forrest Hoppe for joining us in worship today in Pastor Greg’s absence.  We enjoy 

having you visit us, Rev. Hoppe! 

Meijer "Simply Give" program is benefiting Project Starburst currently.  You can pick up a card here 

at the church or Meijer.  Every dollar you spend within the program is matched by Meijer.  A double 

match day on June 18 will provide $2 for each dollar that you spend.   If you would like, you can give 

a check to Project Starburst ahead of time, and they will be sure to purchase what they need on June 

18.  It's an easy way to help out those that need a little extra food security. 

Capital improvement update – We are currently formalizing the plans for our outside electronic sign and 

flagpole!  The present sign has served us well but will be replaced by a new state-of-the-art electronic sign 

with a lit flagpole, allowing us to fly the US flag 24/7.  The cost is estimated at $18,000 of which we have 

about $2,600 in donations.  You may donate to the cost of this project by marking your check “electronic 

sign” and placing it in the offering plate or mailing to the church office.  Funds not received in donations 

can be drawn from our endowment. 

Pride Big Rapids is happening on June 26 at Northend Riverside Park!  Information about the festival and 

how to support it with your donation of time or money is on the Cards of Caring table in the narthex.  

Frank Hartley can fill you in on the details.  You can also find information on their Facebook page 

(@pridebigrapids) or by going to their website at https://www.pridebigrapids.org. 

Contacting the church office - You may contact the office at any time via email, 

secretary@unitedchurchbr.org or you can call 231-527-9567 between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm, Monday, 

Tuesday, and Thursday with questions or concerns.  This phone number also accepts messages outside of 

regular business hours.  You can also mail the office at 120 S. State Street, Big Rapids, MI  49307. 

Financial Information – the Governing Board and Treasurer are sharing this data monthly for you.  If you 

have questions, contact Amy Buse, Treasurer, or a member of the Governing Board.   

Financial Update: 

  

 
Expenditures Income 

May 2022 $32,615.90 $11,864.18 

Year-to-Date (Jan-May 2022) $99,473.05 $87,326.39 

https://www.pridebigrapids.org./
mailto:secretary@unitedchurchbr.org
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The United Church of Big Rapids 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in 

transformational worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we cultivate Jesus’ justice and 

love. 

 

 

Ministers ............................................................................................................................................................... The Body of Christ 

Transitional Pastor ................................................................................................................................................ Rev. Greg Larsen 

Pastor Emeritus ...................................................................................................................................................... Rev. Jon Fleming 

Guest Minister ................................................................................................................................................... Rev. Forrest Hoppe 

Administrative Assistant ................................................................................................................................................... Julie Cole 

Organist .................................................................................................................................................................... Paul Heidemann 

Bell Choir Director ......................................................................................................................................................... Judy Tressler 

Chancel Choir Director ............................................................................................................................................ Linda Rinehart 

Moderator ................................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 

Elder in Charge ............................................................................................................................................................ Wayne McKay 

Sound Board ............................................................................................................................................................... Susan H. Grant 

Sanctuary Sound ........................................................................................................................................................ Wayne McKay 

Liturgist .......................................................................................................................................................................... Dee Van Horn 

Ushers ................................................................................................................................................... Don Stephen, Judy Tressler 

Livestream Team ................................................................................................................................... Amy Buse, Wayne McKay 

Technical Advisors ...................................................................................................................... Amy Buse & Paul Heidemann 

 

*Permission to use the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with license #A-712368 


