
The United Church of Big Rapids 
(120 South State St., Big Rapids MI 49037)  

June 19, 2022 

Second Sunday after Pentecost 
❖ Please stand if you so choose 

 

 

Welcome  

Announcements 

Prelude Lord, I Want to Be a Christian, by Anthony Giamanco 

❖ Call to Worship  

Leader:  God is ready for us to seek what is eternal.  God wants us to find the truth beyond ourselves. 

People:  Our spirits long for God, as a deer longs for water.  We cry out for some evidence of 

God’s presence. 

Leader: God seldom comes as an earthquake, wind, or fire.  Rather in moments of sheer silence, God is 

revealed. 

People: We come in quiet expectations to this holy place.  We approach the altar of God, 

hungering to be fed. 

Leader: All are welcome here as brothers and sisters in Christ.  Here is a place to find healing and 

promise. 

People: Our hope is in God, who gives us life and identity.  Our help is from God who is in 

covenant with us. 

❖ Hymn #439  In Christ There Is No East or West, tune:  St. Peter 

Verse 1: 

In Christ there is no east or west, 

In Christ, no south or north; 

But one community of love 

Throughout the whole wide earth 

Verse 2 

In Christ shall true hearts everywhere 

Their high communion find; 

God’s service is the golden cord 

Close binding humankind. 

Verse 3 

In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, 

And neither slave nor free; 

For men and women live in God, 

And all are kin to me. 

Verse 4 

In Christ now meet both east and west, 

In Christ meet south and north; 

One joyous, true community 

Throughout the whole wide earth. 

 

  



 Page 2 
 

❖ Invocation 

 God, our refuge, and our hope come among us today to give us energy and purpose.  Move us 

beyond the discipline of the law to the discipleship of faith.  Free us from the shackles of fear and a 

sense of failure that keeps us from stepping bravely into your future.  Grant us the sense that we 

are not alone but are part of a great company of your faithful people of every nation and tongue.  

Amen. 

Scripture Lessons (From the New Living Translation) 

Old Testament Reading 1 Kings 19:1-15a 

Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets with the sword. 2 Then 

Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, "So may the gods do to me, and more also, if I do not make your 

life like the life of one of them by this time tomorrow." 3 Then he was afraid; he got up and fled for his life, 

and came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah; he left his servant there. 4 But he himself went a day's 

journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might 

die: "It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life, for I am no better than my ancestors." 5 Then he lay 

down under the broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him, "Get up and 

eat." 6 He looked, and there at his head was a cake baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and 

drank, and lay down again. 7 The angel of the LORD came a second time, touched him, and said, "Get up 

and eat, otherwise the journey will be too much for you." 8 He got up, and ate and drank; then he went in 

the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. 9 At that place he came to 

a cave and spent the night there. Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, "What are you doing 

here, Elijah?" 10 He answered, "I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites 

have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am 

left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away." 11 He said, "Go out and stand on the mountain before the 

LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by." Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting 

mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the 

wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the 

LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his 

face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that 

said, "What are you doing here, Elijah?" 14 He answered, "I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of 

hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets 

with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away." 15 Then the LORD said to him, 

"Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus…” 

Epistle Reading Galatians 3:23-29 

23 Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be revealed. 24 

Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came so that we might be justified by faith. 25 But now 

that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you are all children of 

God through faith. 27 As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 

There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all 

of you are one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs 

according to the promise. 

Leader: This is what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People: Thanks be to God.  
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Reflection In God’s Presence – Rev. Greg Larsen  

Reflection Reading Luke 8:26-39 
26 Then they arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27 As he stepped out onto 

land, a man of the city who had demons met him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not 

live in a house but in the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of 

his voice, "What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment 

me"-- 29 for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it had 

seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds 

and be driven by the demon into the wilds.) 30 Jesus then asked him, "What is your name?" He said, 

"Legion"; for many demons had entered him. 31 They begged him not to order them to go back into the 

abyss. 32 Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons begged Jesus to let 

them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33 Then the demons came out of the man and entered the 

swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. 34 When the swineherds 

saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city and in the country. 35 Then people came out to 

see what had happened, and when they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had 

gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. 36 Those who had 

seen it told them how the one who had been possessed by demons had been healed. 37 Then all the 

people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with 

great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. 38 The man from whom the demons had gone begged 

that he might be with him; but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 "Return to your home, and declare how 

much God has done for you." So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had 

done for him. 

  Sharing of our Joys & Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 

(The basics of the Lord’s Prayer appear in Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4.  It may be familiar to you in 

this form, or with “sins” or “debts” toward the end.  Please use what is spiritually comfortable for yourself, 

allowing others to do the same.  We support the use of traditional or contemporary language for 

addressing the holy and naming the holy’s realm.) 

Our Father/Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom/kin-dom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive 

us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom/kin-dom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

Call to Offering 

Offertory Meditation on “Breathe on Me, Breath of God,” by John Barr 

Prayer of Dedication & Gratitude 

God of all times and places, may our offerings reflect confidence, not cowardice altruism, 

not egotism; inclusiveness, not exclusiveness.  We devote them to bringing all humanity 

into harmony with your purposes.  May the programs we undertake build up the body of 

Christ among us and far beyond us.  Amen. 
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❖ Hymn #376 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling, tune:  Hyfrydol 

Verse 1 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 

Joy of heaven to earth come down, 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 

All Thy faithful mercies crown! 

Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 

Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 

Enter every trembling heart. 

Verse 2 

Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

Into every troubled breast! 

Let us all in thee inherit, 

Let us find the promised rest; 

Take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 

End of faith as its beginning, 

Set our hearts at liberty. 

Verse 3 

Come, Almighty to deliver, 

Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 

Nevermore Thy temples leave.  

Thee we would be always blessing, 

Serve Thee as Thy hosts above; 

Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing, 

Glory in Thy perfect love. 

Verse 4 

Finish then, Thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be; 

Let us see Thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in Thee; 

Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in heaven we take our place,  

Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

Benediction 

Pastor:  God has come quickly to aid and instruct us. Now we depart to help others and to listen to 

them.  

People:  We will share our stories with the congregation. We will witness in God’s name to one 

another.  

Pastor:   God’s family includes those outside the church. With God, there are no outsiders or insiders.  

People:  We will carry the grace of God without distinction. God’s abundant steadfast love will 

sustain us.  

Pastor:   Daily God asks, “What are you doing here?” Moment by moment, God is with us to help us.  

People:  We will hope in God and sing God’s praises. We will look up with hope and confidence.  

Pastor:   Beloved, … and may God be with you.  

People:  And also with you.  

ALL:   Amen.  

 

Postlude God of Grace and God of Glory, by Jason W. Krug 

(It is our custom to sit and listen to the postlude, but feel free to leave the sanctuary at any time after the benediction.)  
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The altar flowers are given today by Sue Glatz & John Berkenpas 

in honor of their anniversary on June 20 and Sue’s birthday on June 22. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Meijer "Simply Give" program is benefiting Project Starburst currently.  You can pick up a card here 

at the church or Meijer.  Every dollar you spend within the program is matched by Meijer.  A double 

match day on June 18 will provide $2 for each dollar that you spend.   If you would like, you can give 

a check to Project Starburst ahead of time, and they will be sure to purchase what they need on June 

18.  It's an easy way to help out those that need a little extra food security. 

Capital improvement update – We are currently formalizing the plans for our outside electronic sign and 

flagpole!  The present sign has served us well but will be replaced by a new state-of-the-art electronic sign 

with a lit flagpole, allowing us to fly the US flag 24/7.  The cost is estimated at $18,000 of which we have 

about $2,600 in donations.  You may donate to the cost of this project by marking your check “electronic 

sign” and placing it in the offering plate or mailing to the church office.  Funds not received in donations 

can be drawn from our endowment. 

Fair Trade products are coming!  Fair trade products – regular coffee, decaf coffee and dark chocolate 

will be returning to the Parlor soon.  Watch for the signs & cash box coming soon! 

Pride Big Rapids is happening on June 26 at Northend Riverside Park!  Information about the festival and 

how to support it with your donation of time or money is on the Cards of Caring table in the narthex.  

Frank Hartley can fill you in on the details.  You can also find information on their Facebook page 

(@pridebigrapids) or by going to their website at https://www.pridebigrapids.org. 

Prayer requests – If you have prayer requests that you would like lifted during our worship service, please 

send them via email or call the church office.  You can also add your requests to our telephone prayer 

chain by calling Yvonne Kilbourne at 231-796-3729. 

Contacting the church office - You may contact the office at any time via email, 

secretary@unitedchurchbr.org or you can call 231-527-9567 between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm, Monday, 

Tuesday, and Thursday with questions or concerns.  This phone number also accepts messages outside of 

regular business hours.  You can also mail the office at 120 S. State Street, Big Rapids, MI  49307. 

Financial Information – the Governing Board and Treasurer are sharing this data monthly for you.  If you 

have questions, contact Amy Buse, Treasurer, or a member of the Governing Board.   

Financial Update: 

  
 

Expenditures Income 

May 2022 $32,615.90 $11,864.18 

Year-to-Date (Jan-May 2022) $99,473.05 $87,326.39 

https://www.pridebigrapids.org./
mailto:secretary@unitedchurchbr.org
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The United Church of Big Rapids 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in 

transformational worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we cultivate Jesus’ justice and 

love. 

 

 

Ministers ............................................................................................................................................................... The Body of Christ 

Transitional Pastor ................................................................................................................................................ Rev. Greg Larsen 

Pastor Emeritus ...................................................................................................................................................... Rev. Jon Fleming 

Guest Minister ................................................................................................................................................... Rev. Forrest Hoppe 

Administrative Assistant ................................................................................................................................................... Julie Cole 

Organist .................................................................................................................................................................... Paul Heidemann 

Bell Choir Director ......................................................................................................................................................... Judy Tressler 

Chancel Choir Director ............................................................................................................................................ Linda Rinehart 

Moderator ................................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 

Elder in Charge ............................................................................................................................................................ Wayne McKay 

Sound Board ................................................................................................................................. Trish McHugh, Peter McHugh 

Sanctuary Sound ........................................................................................................................................................ Wayne McKay 

Liturgist .......................................................................................................................................................................... Alice Bandstra 

Ushers ............................................................................................................................................................. Maryanne Heidemann 

Livestream Team ................................................................................................................................... Amy Buse, Wayne McKay 

Technical Advisors ...................................................................................................................... Amy Buse & Paul Heidemann 

 

*Permission to use the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with license #A-712368 


