
The United Church of Big Rapids 
(120 South State St., Big Rapids MI 49037)  

June 26, 2022 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 
❖ Please stand if you so choose 

 

 

Welcome  

Announcements 

Prelude Partita on “Italian Hymn, I and II,” by Anthony Giamanco 

❖ Call to Worship  

Leader:  Call to mind the mighty acts of God.  Remember the wonders God has revealed in 

your life. 

People:  All the ways of God are holy.  Nothing in heaven or earth is so great as God. 

Leader: With a strong arm, God redeems the people.  Day by day, God leads us with a 

shepherd’s care. 

People: Even when the earth trembles, God is with us.  When lightning flashes, we are 

confident of God’s care. 

Leader: We have inherited the mission of the prophets.  We need the prophet’s mantle from 

our God. 

People: We have come to be equipped for our tasks.  We have gathered for renewal of 

our lives. 

❖ Hymn #326  Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart. Tune:  Morecambe 

Verse 1: 

Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; 

Wean it from earth, through all its pulses move; 

Stoop to my weakness, mighty as Thou art, 

And make me love Thee as I ought to love. 

Verse 2 

Hast Thou not bid us love Thee, God and King; 

All, all Thine own:  soul, heart, and strength, and mind? 

I see Thy cross, there teach my heart to cling. 

O let me seek Thee, and O let me find! 

Verse 3 

Teach me to feel that Thou art always nigh; 

Teach me the struggles of the soul to bear, 

To check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh; 

Teach me the patience of unanswered prayer. 

Verse 4 

Teach me to love Thee as Thine angels love, 

One holy passion filling all my frame; 

The baptism of the heaven descended Dove, 

My heart an altar, and Thy love the flame. 
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❖ Invocation 

 We cry aloud to you, O God.  Hear our prayers.  In times of trouble, we need your comfort.  

Amid our confusion, we seek your clarity.  From temptations of the flesh, we beg for 

liberation.  Lead us away from the false gods we create, that we may meet you here with 

full expectancy and eager responsiveness.  Amen. 

Scripture Lessons (From the New Living Translation) 

Psalm Reading Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 

I cry out to God; yes, I shout. Oh, that God would listen to me! 2 When I was in deep trouble, I 

searched for the Lord. All night long I prayed, with hands lifted toward heaven, but my soul was 

not comforted. 11 But then I recall all you have done, O LORD; I remember your wonderful deeds 

of long ago. 12 They are constantly in my thoughts. I cannot stop thinking about your mighty 

works. 13 O God, your ways are holy. Is there any god as mighty as you? 14 You are the God of 

great wonders! You demonstrate your awesome power among the nations. 15 By your strong arm, 

you redeemed your people, the descendants of Jacob and Joseph. Interlude 16 When the Red Sea 

saw you, O God, its waters looked and trembled! The sea quaked to its very depths. 17 The clouds 

poured down rain; the thunder rumbled in the sky. Your arrows of lightning flashed. 18 Your 

thunder roared from the whirlwind; the lightning lit up the world! The earth trembled and shook. 19 

Your road led through the sea, your pathway through the mighty waters-- a pathway no one knew 

was there! 20 You led your people along that road like a flock of sheep, with Moses and Aaron as 

their shepherds.  

Gospel Reading Luke 9:51-62 

51 As the time drew near for him to ascend to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 52 He 

sent messengers ahead to a Samaritan village to prepare for his arrival. 53 But the people of the 

village did not welcome Jesus because he was on his way to Jerusalem. 54 When James and John 

saw this, they said to Jesus, "Lord, should we call down fire from heaven to burn them up?" 55 But 

Jesus turned and rebuked them. 56 So they went on to another village. 57 As they were walking 

along, someone said to Jesus, "I will follow you wherever you go." 58 But Jesus replied, "Foxes have 

dens to live in, and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place even to lay his head." 59 He 

said to another person, "Come, follow me." The man agreed, but he said, "Lord, first let me return 

home and bury my father." 60 But Jesus told him, "Let the spiritually dead bury their own dead! 

Your duty is to go and preach about the Kingdom of God." 61 Another said, "Yes, Lord, I will follow 

you, but first let me say good-bye to my family." 62 But Jesus told him, "Anyone who puts a hand 

to the plow and then looks back is not fit for the Kingdom of God." 

Leader: This is what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

Special Music All Creatures of Our God and King (St. Francis of Assisi), arr. by Milligan & Crowder 

(Rev. Greg Parson, guitar/soloist) 
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Reflection Pick Up the Mantle – Rev. Greg Larsen  

Reflection Reading 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 

When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were 

traveling from Gilgal. 2 And Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here, for the LORD has told me to go to 

Bethel." But Elisha replied, "As surely as the LORD lives and you yourself live, I will never leave 

you!" So they went down together to Bethel. 6 Then Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here, for the LORD 

has told me to go to the Jordan River." But again Elisha replied, "As surely as the LORD lives and 

you yourself live, I will never leave you." So they went on together. 7 Fifty men from the group of 

prophets also went and watched from a distance as Elijah and Elisha stopped beside the Jordan 

River. 8 Then Elijah folded his cloak together and struck the water with it. The river divided, and 

the two of them went across on dry ground! 9 When they came to the other side, Elijah said to 

Elisha, "Tell me what I can do for you before I am taken away." And Elisha replied, "Please let me 

inherit a double share of your spirit and become your successor." 10 "You have asked a difficult 

thing," Elijah replied. "If you see me when I am taken from you, then you will get your request. But 

if not, then you won't." 11 As they were walking along and talking, suddenly a chariot of fire 

appeared, drawn by horses of fire. It drove between the two men, separating them, and Elijah was 

carried by a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha saw it and cried out, "My father! My father! I see the 

chariots and charioteers of Israel!" And as they disappeared from sight, Elisha tore his clothes in 

distress. 13 Elisha picked up Elijah's cloak, which had fallen when he was taken up. Then Elisha 

returned to the bank of the Jordan River. 14 He struck the water with Elijah's cloak and cried out, 

"Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?" Then the river divided, and Elisha went across.   

Sharing of our Joys & Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 

(The basics of the Lord’s Prayer appear in Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4.  It may be familiar to 

you in this form, or with “sins” or “debts” toward the end.  Please use what is spiritually 

comfortable for yourself, allowing others to do the same.  We support the use of traditional or 

contemporary language for addressing the holy and naming the holy’s realm.) 

Our Father/Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom/kin-dom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive 

us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom/kin-dom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

Call to Offering 

Offertory Partita on “Italian Hymn, III,” by Anthony Giamanco 
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Prayer of Dedication  

Gracious God, we did not know it would cost so much or feel so good to follow Jesus.  We 

are grateful that we have so much to give and so much yet to learn.  We dedicate our 

offering so that we and our neighbors may be equipped for life in your realm.  Amen. 

Hymn #322 Spirit of the Living God, tune:  Living God 

(Please sing 2 times through) 

Verse 1 

Spirit of the living God,  

Fall afresh on me: 

Spirit of the living God,  

Fall afresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me,  

Fill me, use me. 

Spirit of the living God,  

Fall afresh on me. 

 

Benediction 

Pastor:  Walk by the Spirit, showing the fruit of the Spirit, giving thanks to God in all 

circumstances. 

People:  We will call to mind the many deeds of God.  We will meditate on the wonderful 

works of God.  

Pastor:  As those who belong to Jesus Christ, inherit the realm of God and share it.  

People:  God walks with us on our daily journey.  God makes a path for us through deep 

waters. 

Pastor:  God grants true freedom to those who love, who walk in faithfulness all their days. 

People: We accept the prophet’s mantle to empower us.  We receive the Spirit’s gifts to 

guide us.  

Pastor:  Beloved, … and may God be with you.  

People:  And also with you.  

ALL:   Amen.  

 

Postlude Partita on “Italian Hymn, IV and V,” by Anthony Giamanco 

(It is our custom to sit and listen to the postlude, but feel free to leave the sanctuary at any time after the benediction.)  
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The altar flowers are given today by Kari & Joe Clark  

in celebration of our beloved 4-legged friends! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Meijer’s "Simply Give" program is currently benefiting Project Starburst.  You can pick up a card 

here at the church or at Meijer.  Every dollar you spend within the program is matched by Meijer.  It's 

an easy way to help out those that need a little extra food security. 

Capital improvement update – We are currently formalizing the plans for our outside electronic sign and 

flagpole!  The present sign has served us well but will be replaced by a new state-of-the-art electronic sign 

with a lit flagpole, allowing us to fly the US flag 24/7.  The cost is estimated at $18,000 of which we have 

about $2,600 in donations.  You may donate to the cost of this project by marking your check “electronic 

sign” and placing it in the offering plate or mailing it to the church office.  Funds not received in donations 

can be drawn from our endowment. 

Fair Trade products are coming!  Fair-trade products – regular coffee, decaf coffee, and dark chocolate -

will be returning to the Parlor soon.  Watch for the signs & cash box coming soon! 

Pride Big Rapids is happening TODAY at Northend Riverside Park!  Information about the festival is on 

their Facebook page (@pridebigrapids) or by going to their website at https://www.pridebigrapids.org. 

Prayer requests – If you have prayer requests that you would like lifted during our worship service, please 

send them via email or call the church office.  You can also add your requests to our telephone prayer 

chain by calling Yvonne Kilbourne at 231-796-3729. 

Contacting the church office - You may contact the office at any time via email, 

secretary@unitedchurchbr.org or you can call 231-527-9567 between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm, Monday, 

Tuesday, and Thursday with questions or concerns.  This phone number also accepts messages outside of 

regular business hours.  You can also mail the office at 120 S. State Street, Big Rapids, MI  49307. 

Financial Information – the Governing Board and Treasurer are sharing this data monthly for you.  If you 

have questions, contact Amy Buse, Treasurer, or a member of the Governing Board.   

Financial Update: 

   
Expenditures Income 

May 2022 $32,615.90 $11,864.18 

Year-to-Date (Jan-May 2022) $99,473.05 $87,326.39 

https://www.pridebigrapids.org./
mailto:secretary@unitedchurchbr.org
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The United Church of Big Rapids 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in 

transformational worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we cultivate Jesus’ justice and 

love. 

 

 

Ministers ............................................................................................................................................................... The Body of Christ 

Transitional Pastor ................................................................................................................................................ Rev. Greg Larsen 

Pastor Emeritus ...................................................................................................................................................... Rev. Jon Fleming 

Administrative Assistant ................................................................................................................................................... Julie Cole 

Organist .................................................................................................................................................................... Paul Heidemann 

Bell Choir Director ......................................................................................................................................................... Judy Tressler 

Chancel Choir Director ............................................................................................................................................ Linda Rinehart 

Moderator ................................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 

Elder in Charge ............................................................................................................................................................ Wayne McKay 

Sound Board ................................................................................................................................................................ Mike Rinehart 

Sanctuary Sound ........................................................................................................................................................ Wayne McKay 

Liturgist ............................................................................................................................................................................. Jim Bandstra 

Ushers ..................................................................................................... John Gahrs, Alice Bandstra, Maryanne Heidemann 

Livestream Team .................................................................................................................................................................. Amy Buse 

Technical Advisors ...................................................................................................................... Amy Buse & Paul Heidemann 

 

*Permission to use the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with license #A-712368 


