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The United Church of Big Rapids 

March 5, 2025 

Ash Wednesday 

❖ You are invited to stand 

 

Welcome  

❖ Call to Worship  

People:  We come, aware of our sin, of all the ways we miss the mark. 

Leader: God welcomes you with compassion. 

People: We come, longing for restoration, to be made new. 

Leader: God surrounds you with grace and forgiveness, reconciling you to God and one    

another. 

People: We come, thirsting for reconciliation, to draw close to God and one another. 

Leader: God embraces you with love, reuniting us with God and one another. 

All: Sustain in us, O God, a willing spirit to return to the joy of our salvation as we 

journey together through the season of Lent. 

❖ Hymn #81  Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days, tune:  St. Flavian 

Psalm Reading Psalm 51:1-5 

1 Have mercy on me, O God, 

   according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy 

   blot out my transgressions. 
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

   and cleanse me from my sin. 

3 For I know my transgressions, 

   and my sin is ever before me. 
4 Against you, you alone, have I sinned, 

   and done what is evil in your sight, 

so that you are justified in your sentence 

   and blameless when you pass judgement. 
5 Indeed, I was born guilty, 

   a sinner when my mother conceived me. 
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Time of Confession 

We confess to you, O God, that we 

    too often claim to see the special 

       in others only to use them for 

           our own purposes.  

We have used others for our own 

    glory and at their expense.  

 Forgive us for the ways we 

    dehumanize friends, strangers, 

        and whole groups of people.  

Remind us that black and brown lives matter 

     as much as our own. Move us to 

       affirm those who love in ways 

           different than us.  

Open our hearts to the immigrant, 

      helping us to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. 

Release us from the bondage of 

    possessions while teaching us to 

       share your abundance with all.  

In the name of Jesus, who 

    refused to participate in systems 

        of oppression. Amen. 

Words of Hope & Assurance 

Psalm Reading 51:6-12 

6 You desire truth in the inward being; 

   therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 
7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

   wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 

   let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 
9 Hide your face from my sins, 

   and blot out all my iniquities. 

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

   and put a new and right spirit within me. 
11 Do not cast me away from your presence, 
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   and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

   and sustain in me a willing spirit. 

Time of Confession 

We confess we have propped 

    ourselves up, 

        letting pride claim special 

            status for ourselves at the 

                expense of  our neighbors.  

You’ve told us that the vulnerable, 

       are the greatest in your 

          unfolding realm, in heaven.  

Still we justify the sins 

     of our culture 

    as somehow Christian.  

Release us from our prideful 

    pursuit of the standards 

         of this world.  

Open our hearts and eyes 

    that we can see you in the 

          weak and powerless.  

In the name of Jesus who exalts vulnerability. Amen.  

Words of Hope & Assurance 

Psalm Reading 51:13-17 

13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 

   and sinners will return to you. 
14 Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, 

   O God of my salvation, 

   and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance. 

15 O Lord, open my lips, 

   and my mouth will declare your praise. 
16 For you have no delight in sacrifice; 

   if I were to give a burnt-offering, you would not be pleased. 
17 The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; 

   a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
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Time of Confession 

We confess we sin 

    individually against others, 

       we confess we repeat our 

          mistakes, 

     even though we know better.  

We allow our actions to make it 

      harder for others to reach you.  

Release us from our flawed ideas 

    and the desires that trip us up.  

Move us closer to you and 

    away from that which tempts us.  

We confess we are also a part 

     of the world’s system of sin.  

We are all twisted up in that 

     which we barely understand.  

We claim our success is our own, 

       even as our kindred struggle in 

           poverty or other injustices 

               that we never face.  

Release us from our ignorance and 

     arrogance so that we can live in 

          your beloved community.  

In the name of those with whom we 

     are connected yet do not know. Amen.         

Words of Hope & Assurance  

Time of Silent Confession  

Words of Hope & Assurance  

❖ Hymn #372 Lord, I Want to Be a Christian, tune:  I Want to Be a Christian 
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Scripture Lesson  

New Testament Lesson Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

‘Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you have 

no reward from your Father in heaven. 

2 ‘So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 

synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have 

received their reward. 3 But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right 

hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will 

reward you. 

5 ‘And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the 

synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they 

have received their reward. 6 But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and 

pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

16 ‘And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces 

so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 17 

But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18 so that your fasting may be seen 

not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will 

reward you. 

19 ‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where 

thieves break in and steal; 20 but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 

moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

Meditation Taking Time to Look Inward – Rev. Devon Herrell 
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Invitation to Observe a Holy Lent 

Invitation 

Thanksgiving over the Ashes 

 Leader: …are we given everlasting life; through Jesus Christ; 

 People: Amen. 

Imposition of Ashes 

❖ Hymn Insert In All Our Living, tune:  Pues si vivimos 

 

❖ Unison Benediction 

Created from dust, held together by God’s extravagant love, we turn away from sin, and 

leave today embracing God’s love. 
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The United Church of Big Rapids 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in transformational 

worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we cultivate Jesus’ justice and love. 
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Liturgist ................................................................................................................................................................................... Julie Cole 

Usher ............................................................................................................................................................... Maryanne Heidemann 

Livestream Team ................................................................................................................................... Amy Buse, Wayne McKay 

Technical Advisors ...................................................................................................................... Amy Buse & Paul Heidemann 

 

*Permission to use the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with license #A-712368 


