
The United Church of Big Rapids 
(120 South State St., Big Rapids MI 49037)  

March 26, 2023 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
❖ You are invited to stand 

 

 

❖ Hymn #386 O For A World, tune:  Azmon 

Welcome  

Announcements 

Prelude Voluntary on “Martyrdom,” by Franklin D. Ashdown 

❖ Call to Worship   

Leader:  The Lord is my song. 

People:  The Lord is my praise. 

Leader: Our brokenness can be healed.  God offers the joy of salvation. 

People:   Open us to your will in our daily living.  Save us Lord! 

Call to Confession 

Leader:  Create in us clean hearts, and renew our spirits.  We are ready for a new life. 

Prayer of Confession 

 Move among us, O God, as we seek your blessing.  Be a light to lead the way.  Keep 

us moving toward the goals you intend and the mission you lay before us.  

Strengthen our faith as we prepare for life in the world.  

Assurance of God’s Love 

Leader:  The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise:  All my hope comes from God, the well-spring 

of life.  (Taize) 

 Friends, believe the Good News! 

People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

Scripture Lessons (From the New Revised Standard Version) 

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14 

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set 

me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all round them; there were 

very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones 

live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord GOD, you know.’ 4 Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and 

say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I 

will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to 
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come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall 

know that I am the LORD.’ 

7  So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 

rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and there were sinews on 

them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in 

them. 9 Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the 

breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these 

slain, that they may live.’ 10 I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, 

and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

11  Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones 

are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to 

them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 

graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I 

am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14 I will 

put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 

know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.’ 

Psalm Reading Psalm 130:1-4 
1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD. 
2 Lord, hear my voice! 

Let your ears be attentive 

   to the voice of my supplications! 

3 If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, 

   Lord, who could stand? 
4 But there is forgiveness with you, 

   so that you may be revered.  

Leader: This is what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

Sermon ‘Dem Bones Gonna Rise Again – Rev. Bert Nelson  

Sharing of our Joys & Concerns 
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Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father/Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom/kin-dom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and 

forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom/kin-dom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

Call to Offering 

Offertory Lamb of God, Most Holy, by Larry Harris 

❖ Doxology  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise God, all creatures here below; 

 Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

❖ Prayer of Dedication 

As we offer our treasure and hearts to you, O God, may they be used to pass on the 

promise of hope, of peace, of life, of community to all in need of your gifts and presence 

in their lives.  Amen. 

❖ Hymn #316 Breathe on Me, Breath of God, tune:  Trentham 

❖ Benediction  

Postlude Postlude on “Holy Manna,” by John S. Dixon 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Easter Flowers are available for purchase during Fellowship hour from a member of the Spiritual Life 

Commission.  The cost of either an Easter lily or a spring flower is $10.00.  You may also contact the church 

office to order.  The deadline for orders is March 27. 

Keepsake crosses have been donated to the church, free to anyone who would like one.  These crosses are 

carefully handcrafted from select hardwoods (walnut, cherry, oak).  They are intended to act as a permanent 

companion pieces.  They can be carried in a pocket or purse or worn on a lanyard around your neck, they make 

an ideal daily reminder of Christ.  Thank you to Bill & Nancy Peters for the crosses and the stand they are on! 

Donate used books to the AAUW – The American Association of University Women (AAUW) will be hosting 

their annual used book sale April 14-15 at the First United Methodist Church.  Proceeds from the sale are used 

to provide scholarship money for nontraditional students at Ferris State University.  You may donate gently 

used books, CDs and DVDs (no textbooks or encyclopedias) using the bin in the narthex. 

Simply Give - The Meijer Simply Give program has chosen Project Starburst to receive the donations received 

between January 1 and April 30.  Cards are available in the narthex.   

Free Income Tax Preparation Program – There is a FREE income tax preparation program designed for 

taxpayers with low and moderate incomes, with special attention to those aged 60 and older.  There will be 4 

centers open beginning February 6 through April 14.  The program is run entirely by volunteers through RSVP.  

To schedule an appointment, call the RSVP office at 231-796-4848 beginning January 24.  You can also get 

more information in the February newsletter or by contacting Bruce Fredrick at 313-618-4825. 

Contacting the church office - You may contact the office at any time via email, 

secretary@unitedchurchbr.org or you can call 231-527-9567 between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm, Monday, Tuesday, 

and Thursday with questions or concerns.  This phone number also accepts messages outside of regular 

business hours.  You can also mail the office at 120 S. State Street, Big Rapids, MI  49307. 

Financial Information – the Governing Board and Treasurer are sharing this data monthly with you.  If you 

have questions, contact Amy Buse, Treasurer, or a member of the Governing Board.  

Financial Update:  
 

Expenditures Income 

January 2023 $  17,293.91 $ 28,622.23 

Year-to-Date (Jan-Jan 2023) $ 17,293.91 $ 28,622.23 
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The United Church of Big Rapids 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in transformational 

worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we cultivate Jesus’ justice and love. 

 

 

 

Ministers ............................................................................................................................................................... The Body of Christ 

Guest Pastor ............................................................................................................................................................ Rev. Bert Nelson 

Administrative Assistant ................................................................................................................................................... Julie Cole 

Organist .................................................................................................................................................................... Paul Heidemann 

Bell Choir Director ......................................................................................................................................................... Judy Tressler 

Chancel Choir Director ............................................................................................................................................ Linda Rinehart 

Chancel Choir Assistant Director ............................................................................................................................Katie McInnis 

Moderator ................................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 

Elder in Charge ................................................................................................................................................................ Roger Vajda 

Sound Board .................................................................................................................................................................. Randy Vance 

Sanctuary Sound ........................................................................................................................................................ Wayne McKay 

Liturgist ................................................................................................................................................................................... Kari Clark 

Ushers .......................................................................................................... Marilyn Loken, Jane Grzybowski, Maxine McKay 

Livestream Team ........................................................................................................ Amy Buse, Annie Ducat, Wayne McKay  

Technical Advisors ...................................................................................................................... Amy Buse & Paul Heidemann 

 

*Permission to use the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with license #A-712368 


