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Music  Confidence, by William Stickles 

Greeting 

Music  Gather Us In, tune:  Gather Us In 

Prayer of Confession and Assurance 
Revitalizing God, your power goes far beyond our own, and yet still we act as though the pains of 
this world have final claim upon us. We give in to the despair and hopelessness of death, not trusting 
in your ability to call forth new life from the tombs of our lives. Forgive us for doubting your power 
to raise up new life in the midst of all the deaths we experience. Forgive us for wanting to limit you 
to “the last day” or “the world beyond this one”, not trusting you to move and act among us, within 
us, through us. Forgive us, and open our eyes to the wonder of new life sprouting into being in our 
very midst. 

(silence) 

“Come out,” Jesus calls, and his word unbinds us from the oppressive weight of our past and pushes 
away the rocks that close us off from love.  We are made free in the spirit of God, and forgiven all 
our sins. May God’s name always be praised from our lips!  Amen. 

Scripture  2 Samuel 7:1-17 
Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies 
around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the 
ark of God stays in a tent.’ Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is 
with you.’ 

But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus says 
the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a house since the day I 
brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a 
tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word 
with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, 
‘Why have you not built me a house of cedar?’ Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant Da-
vid: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince 
over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your ene-
mies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the 
earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in 
their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 
from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your en-
emies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. When your days are 
fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come 
forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me. 
When he commits iniquity, I will punish him with a rod such as mortals use, with blows inflicted by 
human beings. But I will not take my steadfast love from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away 
from before you. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure for ever before me; your throne 



shall be established forever. In accordance with all these words and with all this vision, Nathan spoke 
to David. 

Sermon God’s Covenant with David 

Music  A Reverie, by William Stickles 

Prayer  
O God, be present among us, for the sake of all human beings on earth.  Open our eyes that we may 
see the salvation that is in you, and reveal yourself to a blind humanity.  Make your face shine upon 
those stricken with disease; give them your strength and your peace.  All the poor ones, all those 
weighed down by want, may they have the knowledge of you, so to lean on you and be filled to over-
flowing in you.  To the might and the wealthy, grant the power they are lacking; give them a discern-
ing spirit, that they may be free by your freedom, and free to love others.  To one and all of us, may 
your grant your life and your peace.  We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray, 
saying… 

Music  Great is Your Faithfulness, tune:  Faithfulness 

Announcements 

Benediction 

Music  March in F, by William Stickles 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Church office is closed - please do not leave a message on the regular church phone number.  

However, you can still email, secretary@unitedchurchbr.org or you can call 231-527-9567 during 

regular office hours, 9:00 am - 2:00 pm, Monday through Thursday, with questions or concerns.  This 

phone number also accepts messages outside of regular business hours. 

Prayer requests & visits - If you have a prayer request, please contact Yvonne Kilbourne at 231-796

-3729 or contact the church office using the methods described above. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  The United Church has adopted three miles of US 131 our time to clean up 

our portion of God's Creation approaches!!!  Our Highway Pick Up event is scheduled for Saturday, 

April 18, 2020, beginning at nine a.m.  We meet at the United Church at nine to watch the safety vid-

eo and sign the Safety Report.  Then we divide into three crews, gather our equipment and head out 

to the Highway.  We need at least twenty five workers to get the job done in the allotted time, and 

would especially appreciate having some of our youth join us in this endeavor.  If we encounter bad 

weather, we will reschedule to the following Saturday, April 25th.  If you would like to join our corps 

of eco-activists, please contact Susan Grant at adonaldgrant73@gmail.com; or call:  231 580-1149. 
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