
The United Church of Big Rapids 
(120 South State St., Big Rapids MI 49037)  

May 7, 2023 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
❖ You are invited to stand 

Choral Introit 

❖ Hymn #507 I Come with Joy, tune:  Dove of Peace 

Welcome  

Announcements 

Prelude Break Thou the Bread of Life, by Van Denman Thompson 

❖ Call to Worship   

Leader:  What shall we render in thanks to God?  How shall we show gratitude to our Creator? 

People:  We will gather as God’s people for worship; we can renew our vows to our Maker. 

Leader: How shall we respond to the Power who frees us, who rescues us from our futile ways?  

People:   We will offer the sacrifice of our thanksgiving, and enlist once more as servants of 

the Most High. 

Leader: Who will open our eyes to Christ’s presence among us?  Shall our hearts burn with the joy 

of recognition? 

People: We will stop to listen and to offer hospitality.  We will break bread with others in 

remembrance. 

Call to Confession 

Leader:  Listen, for you will hear your name.  Watch for Christ’s appearing.  Feel that presence 

which prompts awe and wonder. 

Prayer of Confession 

 

People:  We gather to be nourished by your Word and Sacrament.  Meet us here at this 

center of grace.  Awaken us to your reality shattering potential.  Open us to your 

presence in this place.  Forgive us and heal us. 

Assurance of God’s Love 

Leader:  For all who have come believe in Christ as the Way, there is rest from your labors, 

forgiveness of your sins, and the guarantee of eternal life.  Let us then continue our 

journey of faith and obedience, through the grace of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 Friends believe the Good News! 

People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

Chancel Choir Anthem Take Our Bread, by Joseph Wise 
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Scripture Lessons (From the New Revised Standard Version Bible) 

Gospel Lesson Luke 24:13-35 

13 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven 

miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 

While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but their 

eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, ‘What are you discussing with each 

other while you walk along?’ They stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, whose name was 

Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things 

that have taken place there in these days?’ 19 He asked them, ‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The 

things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all 

the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death 

and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all 

this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group 

astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and when they did not find his body 

there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he 

was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women 

had said; but they did not see him.’ 25 Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how 

slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the 

Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?’ 27 Then beginning with Moses 

and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 

28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going 

on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day 

is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he 

took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they 

recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, ‘Were not our 

hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 

scriptures to us?’ 33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the 

eleven and their companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, 

and he has appeared to Simon!’ 35 Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he 

had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

Leader: This is what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

Sermon Come to the Table – Rev. Bert Nelson  

Sharing of our Joys & Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer  

Choral Amen 
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Call to Offering 

Offertory Lento, by César Franck 

❖ Doxology (Please note the change in words in the last line) 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise God, all creatures here below; 

 Praise God for all that love has done; 

 Creator, Christ and Spirit, One.  Amen. 

❖ Prayer of Dedication 

No gift we bring is adequate to return the love you have given us, O God, in the Christ-

event.  Anoint these expressions of our thanksgiving with power to accomplish your will 

among our neighbors and in your world.  In response to your grace, we rededicate 

ourselves to serve in faithfulness wherever you may lead.  Thanks be to you, O God, for the 

new life you have granted. 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Leader:  The Lord be with you. 

People: and also with you. 

Leader: Lift up your hearts, 

People:   We lift them up to the Lord. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Leader: We lift our hearts in joyful praise 

People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of hosts 

  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

Leader: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

People: When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim your death, O Lord, until 

you come again. 

Our Father/Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom/kin-

dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread, and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us 

not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom/kin-dom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 

Sharing of the Elements 

Prayer After Communion 

Leader:  Lord, you have given yourself to us; 

People: Now we give ourselves for others. 

Leader: Your love has made us a new people; 

People: As a people of love we will serve you with joy. 

Leader: Your glory has filled our hearts. 

People: Help us to glorify you in all things.  Amen. 

❖ Hymn #514 Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ, tune:  Linstead 

❖ Benediction  

Choral Benediction 

Postlude Psalm of Glory, by Dorothy Wells 

 

 

 

 

The altar flowers are given today by Susan H. Grant 

with appreciation for the hard-working Pastor Search Committee. 
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The choir thought you would like to follow the words to today’s anthem: 

 

“Take Our Bread” by Joseph Wise 

© 1966 Joe Wise, by permission of G.I.A. Publications 

Refrain: 

Take our bread, we ask you: 

take our hearts, we love you. 

Take our lives, oh Father; 

we are yours, we are yours. 

Verse 1: 

Yours as we stand at the table you set; 

Yours as we eat the bread our hearts can't forget. 

We are the sign of your life with us yet, 

we are yours, we are yours. 

Refrain 

Verse 2: 

Your holy people standing washed in your blood, 

Spirit filled yet hungry we await your food. 

We are poor, but we've brought ourselves the best we could; 

we are yours, we are yours. 

Refrain 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Dump & Run is coming!  The Mission/Social Action Commission is partnering with Immanuel Lutheran Church 

to encourage Ferris students to donate gently used clothing, non-perishable food, small appliances and 

furniture, cleaning supplies, and other reusable items when they leave campus at the end of the semester.  

Donation bins are left at each residence hall from May 1 – May 6 or donations may be left at Immanuel 

Lutheran.  Frank Hartley will have information and there are sign-up sheets on the Cards of Caring table if  

you’d like to help out in the efforts. 

Future graduates – Do you have a future graduate in your family?  We’re looking for pictures of children of all 

ages that will graduate in the future.  Send your picture and year of future graduation to the church office by 

May 15 

The Elevator Fund – Our elevator needs updating!  We are asking the congregation to raise money to help 

pay for the upgrade.  Any amount donated is greatly appreciated!  Please write elevator on the envelope/check 

when making your donation.  You can also make a donation using our DONATE webpage.  Additional 

information about the elevator upgrades and/or financing can be obtained from Amy Buse, Treasurer, or 

members of the Property & Finance Commission.  

Volunteers needed – Would you like to be a liturgist or an usher?  Would you be interested in learning what 

the multi-media team does?  We are always looking for new faces to help out.  There are also many 

opportunities to host coffee hour or provide altar flowers.  Contact the office for additional information!  

Friendship Pads – Please sign your name and contact information in the Friendship pad that is located in the 

pew in front of you.  This helps us to identify guests that attend worship.  If you could, please remove the sheet 

after your pew is finished signing and drop it in the collection plate in the back of the sanctuary after worship.  

Thank you! 

Contacting the church office - You may contact the office at any time via email, 

secretary@unitedchurchbr.org or you can call 231-527-9567 between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm, Monday, Tuesday, 

and Thursday with questions or concerns.  This phone number also accepts messages outside of regular 

business hours.  You can also mail the office at 120 S. State Street, Big Rapids, MI  49307. 

Financial Information – the Governing Board and Treasurer are sharing this data monthly with you.  If you 

have questions, contact Amy Buse, Treasurer, or a member of the Governing Board.  

Financial Update: 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  Expenditures Income 

March 2023 $ 16,104.99 $ 12,453.78 

Year-to-Date (Jan-Mar 2023) $ 42,890.62 $ 63,928.64 

mailto:secretary@unitedchurchbr.org
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The United Church of Big Rapids 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in transformational 

worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we cultivate Jesus’ justice and love. 

 

 

 

Ministers ............................................................................................................................................................... The Body of Christ 

Guest Pastor ............................................................................................................................................................ Rev. Bert Nelson 

Administrative Assistant ................................................................................................................................................... Julie Cole 

Organist .................................................................................................................................................................... Paul Heidemann 

Bell Choir Director ......................................................................................................................................................... Judy Tressler 

Chancel Choir Director ............................................................................................................................................ Linda Rinehart 

Chancel Choir Assistant Director ............................................................................................................................Katie McInnis 

Moderator ................................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 

Elder in Charge .......................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 

Sound Board ................................................................................................................................................................ Mike Rinehart 

Sanctuary Sound ........................................................................................................................................................ Wayne McKay 

Liturgist ............................................................................................................................................................................ Randy Vance 

Ushers ............................................................................................................................... Pat Heeter, Don Olree, Trish McHugh 

Livestream Team ........................................................................................................ Amy Buse, Annie Ducat, Wayne McKay  

Technical Advisors ...................................................................................................................... Amy Buse & Paul Heidemann 

 

*Permission to use the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with license #A-712368 


