
The United Church of Big Rapids 
(120 South State St., Big Rapids MI 49037)  

May 14, 2023 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Mother’s Day 
❖ You are invited to stand 

Choral Introit 

❖ Hymn #263 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise, tune:  St. Denio 

Welcome  

Announcements 

Prelude Variations on “Duke Street” – I, by Anthony Giamanco  

❖ Call to Worship   

Leader:  Come and hear.  Listen to one another as you tell what God has done. 

People:  God has listened to our prayers in steadfast love; God has tested us, but has not 

rejected us. 

Leader: Have no fear, and do not be troubled; the Spirit of truth dwells in you. 

People: God is never far from us; the Spirit gives us breath and keeps us alive. 

Leader: Bless God, all nations; let praise be heard! 

People: In Christ we live and move and have our being. 

Litany for Mothers 

Leader:  Mothers come in many different forms, and today we celebrate them all! 

All:  Thank God for mothers! 

Leader:  Everyone here is either a son or a daughter. 

All:  Thank God for my mother! 

Leader:  For those women who have joined God in Heaven and whom we miss dearly here on 

earth. 

All:  Thank God for the mothers of the past. 

Leader:  For every woman who is working day and night to raise her children right now. 

All:  Thank God for the mothers of today. 

Leader:  For all the women who are expecting, but aren't quite mothers yet! 

All:  Thank God for the soon-to-be-mothers. 

Leader:  For the women who took in others' children through adoption and foster care. 

All:  Thank God for the mothers with hearts so big. 

Leader:  For those women who have lost a child to death and must carry on. 

All:  Thank God for the mothers who are so strong. 

Leader:   For those women who wanted children but could not. 

All:   May God support these women in their grief. 
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Leader:  For all the women who have desperately wanted to have children of their own, but chose 

instead to mother everyone else. 

All:  Thank God for the mothers in spirit. 

All:  We thank you, Lord, for the women who have influenced our lives in so many ways. 

We pray that we will honor them in everything we do. Amen. 

Call to Confession 

Leader:  Help us to see ourselves as you intend us to be, through Christ. 

Prayer of Confession 

 Forgive us for religion without passion and relationships that lack compassion.  Take 

away the divisive attitudes that separate us from individuals who are different from 

us.  Help us to see ourselves and our neighbors as you intend us to be. 

Assurance of God’s Love 

Leader:  In Christ, God assures us, “I will not leave your orphaned; I am coming to you.”  God loves 

us and hears our prayers.  God is waiting to flood our lives with healing and hope.  We are 

reconciled to one another and to our own best selves.  Live in gentleness and reverence, 

as a people released from guilt and shame. 

 Friends, believe the Good News! 

People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

Chancel Choir Anthem God So Loved the World, by John Stainer 

Scripture Lessons (From the New Revised Standard Version Bible) 

Gospel Reading John 14:15-21 

15 ‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give 

you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 

cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides 

with you, and he will be in you. 

18 ‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no longer 

see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will know that I 

am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my commandments and keep 

them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love 

them and reveal myself to them.’ 

Leader: This is what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

Sermon God is in the House – Rev. Bert Nelson  
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Sharing of our Joys & Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father/Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom/kin-dom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom/kin-dom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Choral Amen 

Call to Offering 

Offertory Variations on “Duke Street” – II, by Anthony Giamanco 

❖ Doxology  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise God, all creatures here below; 

 Praise God for all that love has done; 

 Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

❖ Prayer of Dedication 

God of all good gifts, thank you for all that is offered to you this day: our good intentions, 

for promised actions, for money, time, and talent shared.  Receive these gifts as signs and 

symbols of the love we have known first in Jesus Christ.  Accept them and inspire us to use 

them to share Good News with a hurting world.  Amen. 

❖ Hymn #376 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling, tune:  Hyfrydol 

❖ Benediction  

Choral Benediction 

Postlude Variations on “Duke Street” – III, by Anthony Giamanco 

 

The altar flowers are given today by Julie Cole, especially in honor of her mom, Barb 

Johnson;  

and as a thank you to all the women that fill the role of “mom” in our lives. 
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The choir thought you might like to follow the words to today’s anthem: 

 

“God So Loved the World” by Sir John Stainer 

From “The Crucifixion” 

© Belwin Mills Publishing Corp., Melville NY 

God so loved the world, 

God so loved the world, 

that He gave His only begotten Son, 

that who so believeth, believeth in Him 

should not perish, should not perish, 

but have everlasting life. 

For God sent not His Son into the world 

to condemn the world, 

God sent not His Son into the world 

to condemn the world; 

but that the world through Him might be saved. 

God so loved the world, 

God so loved the world, 

that He gave His only begotten Son, 

that who so believeth, believeth in Him 

should not perish, should not perish, 

but have everlasting life, 

everlasting life, everlasting, everlasting life. 

God so loved the world, 

God so loved the world, 

God so loved the world. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Happy Mother’s Day to all the women in our lives that teach, protect, and love us!  You are all so very 

important to us and we don’t tell you often enough.  Thank you for everything you do! 

Graduation Sunday – Next Sunday, we will celebrate all graduates, present and future.  If you’d like to send a 

picture or name and graduation information – please have it to the church office by May 16 (Tuesday).  We’ll 

honor them with our prayers next week. 

The Elevator Fund – Our elevator needs updating!  We are asking the congregation to raise money to help 

pay for the upgrade.  Any amount donated is greatly appreciated!  Please write elevator on the envelope/check 

when making your donation.  You can also make a donation using our DONATE webpage.  Additional 

information about the elevator upgrades and/or financing can be obtained from Amy Buse, Treasurer, or 

members of the Property & Finance Commission.  

Scrip Fund – On April 24, 2023, the Scrip Program returned $1000.00 to the Church.  This comes from profits 

from Scrip sales.  With this check, the Scrip Program has returned $30,000.00 to the Church since its 

inception.  Thank you to all who participate.  Also, we have a new Scrip merchant participating in the 

program.  McDonald’s gift cards are available in $10.00 & $25.00 denominations. 

A huge thank you to Bruce & Deb Ducat who keep the church well-maintained!  Bruce & Deb will be gone for 

a bit, and have arranged stand-ins for them during this time.  Welcome to Tonya Carnes who will take care of 

custodial duties, Amanda Little who will take care of the nursery on Sunday mornings, and Kerri Rouech who 

will cover Sunday school classes.  Thank you to you all! 

Volunteers needed – Would you like to be a liturgist or an usher?  Would you be interested in learning what 

the multi-media team does?  We are always looking for new faces to help out.  There are also many 

opportunities to host coffee hour or provide altar flowers.  Contact the office for additional information!  

Friendship Pads – Please sign your name and contact information in the Friendship pad that is located in the 

pew in front of you.  This helps us to identify guests that attend worship.  If you could, please remove the sheet 

after your pew is finished signing and drop it in the collection plate in the back of the sanctuary after worship.  

Thank you! 

Contacting the church office - You may contact the office at any time via email, 

secretary@unitedchurchbr.org or you can call 231-527-9567 between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm, Monday, Tuesday, 

and Thursday with questions or concerns.  This phone number also accepts messages outside of regular 

business hours.  You can also mail the office at 120 S. State Street, Big Rapids, MI  49307. 

Financial Information – the Governing Board and Treasurer are sharing this data monthly with you.  If you 

have questions, contact Amy Buse, Treasurer, or a member of the Governing Board.  

Financial Update: 

 

 

 

 

  

  Expenditures Income 

March 2023 $ 16,104.99 $ 12,453.78 

Year-to-Date (Jan-Mar 2023) $ 42,890.62 $ 63,928.64 

mailto:secretary@unitedchurchbr.org
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The United Church of Big Rapids 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in transformational 

worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we cultivate Jesus’ justice and love. 

 

 

 

Ministers ............................................................................................................................................................... The Body of Christ 

Guest Pastor ............................................................................................................................................................ Rev. Bert Nelson 

Administrative Assistant ................................................................................................................................................... Julie Cole 

Organist .................................................................................................................................................................... Paul Heidemann 

Bell Choir Director ......................................................................................................................................................... Judy Tressler 

Chancel Choir Director ............................................................................................................................................ Linda Rinehart 

Chancel Choir Assistant Director ............................................................................................................................Katie McInnis 

Moderator ................................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 

Elder in Charge ............................................................................................................................................................ Wayne McKay 

Sound Board ................................................................................................................................................................ Bruce Fredrick 

Sanctuary Sound ........................................................................................................................................................ Wayne McKay 

Liturgist .......................................................................................................................................................................... Dee Van Horn 

Ushers ............................................................................................................................. Maxine McKay, Alice Dean, Don Olree 

Livestream Team ........................................................................................................ Amy Buse, Annie Ducat, Wayne McKay  

Technical Advisors ...................................................................................................................... Amy Buse & Paul Heidemann 

 

*Permission to use the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with license #A-712368 


