
The United Church of Big Rapids 
(120 South State St., Big Rapids MI 49037)  

May 15, 2022 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
❖ Please stand if you so choose 

Welcome  

Announcements 

Choral Introit 

Prelude Day by Day, by Stephen Schwartz 

❖ Call to Worship  

Leader:  May all people see the love, care, and compassion that is God. 

People:  God is our counselor and therapist.  They help us heal and walk-through life with 

our siblings or ourselves living with mental health challenges. 

Leader: Hear, O God, our prayers of hope, reconciliation, and wellness that we may feel your 

presence on our journey. 

People: God loves us through all our blemishes, and we respond by grabbing onto hope. 

All: God is a Holy Counselor and Journey Partner that holds us up with a beacon of 

Their immense love today, tomorrow, and always. 

❖ Hymn #387  Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us, tune:  Bradbury 
Verse 1 

Savior, like a shepherd lead us, 

Much we need your tender care; 

In your pleasant pastures feed us,  

For our use your folds prepare; 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 

You have bought us, yours we are; 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 

You have bought us, Yours we are. 

 

Verse 2 

You have promised to receive us, 

Poor and sinful though we be,  

You have mercy to relieve us, 

Grace to cleanse, and power to free: 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus 

Early let us turn to you 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 

Early let us turn to you. 

Verse 3 

Early let us seek your favor, 

Early let us do your will; 

Blessed Lord and only Savior, 

With your love our bosoms fill: 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 

You have loved us, love us still 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 

You have loved us, love us still. 
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❖ Invocation 

 Dear God, we gather on this Mental Health Sunday, to lift mental illness out of the shadows 

and into the light, to talk openly about things that are often whispered, if they are talked 

about at all, and to confront the stigma that keeps people from dealing honestly with 

matters that are more common than we might care to acknowledge.  Bless us with 

determination and persistence, as we strive to create safe space in our congregation for all 

people, including those dealing with mental health challenges, whether fleeting or lasting.  

Realizing that “they” are “us,” help us to forge a path forward, together, toward a way of 

being that highlights empathy, universal compassion, and care for all your children.  And 

give us the courage and wisdom to keep the conversation alive, and to make it meaningful 

and helpful.  We ask this in the name of the One who loves us all, no matter who we are or 

where we are on life’s journey.  Amen. 

Scripture Lessons (From the Inclusive Bible)  

Gospel Reading John 13:31-35 
31 Once Judas left, Jesus said, “Now is the Chosen One glorified and God is glorified as well.  32 If 

God has been glorified, God will in turn glorify the Chosen One and will do so very soon.  33 My 

little children, I won’t be with you much longer.  You’ll look for me, but what I said to the Temple 

authorities, I say to you:  where I am going, you cannot come.  34 I give you a new commandment:  

Love one another.  And you’re to love one another the way I have loved you.  35 This is how all will 

know that you’re my disciples; that you truly love one another. 

Leader: This is what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

Choral Anthem A Blessing of Peace, arr. by Martin/Angerman 

Celebration of our Graduate 

Reflection Imagine – Rev. Greg Larsen 

Reflection Reading Revelation 21:1-6 

Then I saw new heavens and a new earth.  The former heavens and the former earth had passed 

away, the sea existed no longer.  2 I also saw a new Jerusalem, the holy city, coming down out of 

heaven from God, beautiful as a bride and groom on their wedding day.  3 And I heard a loud 

voice calling from the throne, “Look!  God’s Tabernacle is among humankind!  God will live with 

them; they will be God’s people, and God will be fully present among them.  4 The Most High will 

wipe away every tear from their eyes.  And death, mourning, crying and pain will be no more, for 

the old order has fallen.”  5 The One who sat on the throne said, “look!  I’m making everything 

new!” and added, “Write this, for what I am saying is trustworthy and true.”  6 And that one 

continued, “It is finished.  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End.  To those 

who are thirsty I will give drink freely from the spring of the water of life. 
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Sharing of our Joys & Concerns 

Litany of Life Experiences 

Pastor:  When we feel nervous, and the walls close in, and too many people are too close, and 

every day noises are too loud, and every light is too bright, and all we can do is plan our 

panicked escape from the situation we are in…  

People:  God help us.  

Pastor:  When sadness and depression pull us down like a lead weight, making it hard to move, 

hard to concentrate, hard to find motivation, hard to be alive, just hard…   

People:  God help us.  

Pastor:  When we can’t help but burst into tears, and we learn the difference between crying and 

weeping, and the weeping won’t stop, and we lose hope that we will ever feel hopeful 

again…  

People:  God help us.  

Pastor:  When information comes at us in blasts that we can’t make sense of, and it seems like 

someone keeps randomly “changing the channel” when we lose hope that we will ever 

feel hopeful again…   

People:  God help us.  

Pastor:  When we get so revved up that we want to take on the world, and leap tall buildings, 

and outrun freight trains and take on too many major projects all at once, and stay up 

all night for days on end, and the only thing we know we can’t do is slow ourselves 

down, until we crash out of control…  

People:  God help us.  

Pastor:  When voices inside our minds constantly intrude upon our lives, and when they won’t 

stop and they confuse our thoughts and make it impossible to be with other people, let 

alone have any kind of real conversation…  

People:  God help us…  

Pastor:  When all we can see is a world that is out to get us, and we get stuck believing that 

some grand conspiracy is designed to hurt us, or ruin us, or kill us, and we believe that 

only our constant vigilance can save us, if anything can…  

People: God help us…  

Pastor:  When we simply don’t know how out of touch other people think our thoughts are…  

People:  God help us…   

Pastor:  When we feel completely isolated and alone, longing for social connections we cannot 

make…  

People:  God help us…    

Pastor:  When we feel utter despair, and we see more reasons to end our lives than to keep 

living…  

People:  God help us…    

Pastor:  When we strive with best intentions to stop addictions that are ruining our lives, and we 

try our best again and again, but we can’t resist, and we end up over and over again at 

the same helpless place that we would give anything to avoid...  
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People:  God help us…    

Pastor:  When our thoughts jumble and things we thought we knew slip away, and we feel 

helpless, powerless, and scared, for the moment and for the future…  

People:  God help us. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

(The basics of the Lord’s Prayer appear in Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4.  It may be familiar to 

you in this form, or with “sins” or “debts” toward the end.  Please use what is spiritually 

comfortable for yourself, allowing others to do the same.  We support the use of traditional or 

contemporary language for addressing the holy and naming the holy’s realm.) 

Our Father/Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom/kin-

dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread, and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not 

into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom/kin-dom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Choral Response 

The Baptism of Quinn Julia Robison 

Invitation 

Pastor:  They were bringing children to Jesus that Jesus might touch them, and the 

disciples rebuked them. But when Jesus saw it, Jesus was indignant, and said to 

them,  

People: “Let the children come to me, do not hinder them; for to such belongs the 

realm of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the realm of God 

like a child shall not enter it.”  

Pastor: And Jesus took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands upon them. 

The sacrament of baptism is an outward and visible sign of the grace of God. 

Inasmuch as the promise of the gospel is not only to us but also to our children, 

baptism with water and the Holy Spirit is the mark of their acceptance into the 

care of Christ’s church, the sign and seal of their participation in God’s 

forgiveness, and the beginning of their growth into full Christian faith and 

discipleship.  

Questions of the Candidates  

Congregational Assent  

Pastor:  Jesus Christ calls us to make disciples of all nations and to offer them the gift of 

grace in baptism. Do you, who witness and celebrate this sacrament, promise 

your love, support, and care to the one about to be baptized, as she and grows in 

Christ?  

People:  We promise our love, support, and care.  
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Prayer of Baptism  

Bless by your Holy Spirit, gracious God, this water. By your Holy Spirit save those who confess 

the name of Jesus Christ that sin may have no power over them. Create new life in the one 

baptized this day that she may rise in Christ. Glory to you, eternal God, the one who was, and 

is, and shall always be, world without end. Amen.  

Act of Baptism  

Prayer for the Baptized  

Pastor:  Let us pray for the one baptized today. Gracious God, you have filled the world 

with joy by giving us the gift of Jesus. Bless this newly baptized person. May she 

be filled with joy; may she never be ashamed to confess faith in you. Bless the 

parents and Godparents of this child. Through their love and care for her may she 

always be grateful. Bless these your faithful people. Unite them in the peace of 

Christ and the company of the Holy Spirit.  

People:  Amen.  

Call to Offering 

Offertory I Lift my Eyes to the Hills, by Robert Garrels 

Prayer of Dedication 

O God, we call out in prayer, beyond our understanding, especially in times of need.  Our 

worship sends us forth in service, and we offer ourselves – not as individuals alone – but as 

part of larger efforts, and supported by our faith.  We dedicate ourselves to the 

maintenance of healthy boundaries, and to our own self-care, but also as instruments of 

blessing for others in need, particularly those who are affected by the challenges with 

mental health.  Help us to remember our call and promise, and to learn from the moments 

we falter or misstep, that love may increase, that wellness may flourish, that healing may 

come.  As we have always been, we are yours, poured out in love for the world.  Amen. 
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❖ Hymn #172 My Shepherd Will Supply My Need, tune, Resignation 

Verse 1 

My shepherd will supply my need; 

Jehovah is His name; 

In pastures fresh He make me feed, 

Beside the living stream. 

He brings my wandering spirit back, 

When I forsake His ways; 

And leads me, for His mercy’s sake, 

In paths of truth and grace. 

Verse 2 

When I walk through the shades of death 

Your presence is my stay; 

One word of Your supporting breath 

Drives all my fears away. 

Your hand, in sight of all my foes, 

Does still my table spread; 

My cup with blessings overflows, 

Your oil anoints my head. 

Verse 3 

The sure provisions of my God 

Attend me all my days; 

O may Your House be my abode, 

And all my work be praise. 

There would I find a settled rest, 

While others go and come; 

No more a stranger, or a guest, 

But like a child at home. 

 

 

❖ Benediction 

Pastor: May the grace that says “you are not alone” 

People: Encourage us. 

Pastor: May the mercy that says “you are enough” 

People: Comfort us. 

Pastor: May the love that says “you are loved” 

People: Embrace us this day and every day. 

Pastor: Beloved, …and may God be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

All: Amen 

Choral Benediction 

Postlude Gloria, by Robert Garrels 

(It is our custom to sit and listen to the postlude, but feel free to leave the sanctuary at any time after the benediction.) 

  



 Page 7 
 

 

The altar flowers are given today by Jim & Alice Bandstra 

in honor the graduation of Josiah Bandstra from Cornerstone University and  

Abi Bandstra from Ludington High School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to our graduates!  In the sanctuary today, we are honoring Nicklas (Nick) Somsel (son 

of Kurt & Maureen) as he graduates from Big Rapids High School.  He will be attending the University of 

Michigan in the fall.  We also celebrate and congratulate others who are connected to this congregation 

as they graduate and start new adventures: 

• Kayla Somsel, Master of Science, Boston University, Speech-Language Pathology.  Daughter of Kurt 

& Maureen Somsel. 

• Abigail Bandstra, Ludington High School; attending Cornerstone University in the fall.  

Granddaughter of Jim & Alice Bandstra. 

• Josiah Bandstra, Cornerstone University, Computer Information Systems.  Grandson of Jim & Alice 

Bandstra. 

• Phil Hartley, University of Michigan, Master of Science – Nutrition Science/Dietetics.  Son of Frank 

& Karol Hartley. 

• Alexander Warren, North Tustin (CA) High School, attending Northern Michigan University in the 

fall.  Grandson of Sue Glatz. 

• Ainsley Jehnzen, Rockford High School.  Great-granddaughter of Betty Goldhammer. 

• Devon Fitzgerald, Michigan State University, a degree in Finance.  Grandson of Dennis & Trish 

McHugh, nephew of Peter. 

• Grace Fitzgerald, Forest Hills Central, attending Michigan State University Honor’s College.  

Granddaughter of Dennis & Trish McHugh, niece of Peter. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Marie Rowe Scholarship collection – We will receive the Marie Rowe Scholarship offering today.  The 

offering continues to fund the scholarship account for future graduates.  This year’s scholarship will be 

presented by Deb Ducat and Wayne McKay on behalf of the Christian Education Commission to Nick 

Somsel during the worship service.  Our fellowship time today is also provided by the Christian Education 

Commission. 

Notice of Special Meeting of the Congregation – There will be a short, special meeting after worship 

today to elect a Search and Call Team for a new settled pastor.  The Team members to be elected are 

Carolyn Chipman, Susan Grant, Peter McHugh, Amy Buse, and Kurt Somsel. 

Listening Session – Immediately after the special congregational meeting there will be a listening session 

led by Amy Buse to solicit feedback in your thoughts about a projection system in the sanctuary. 

Thank you to Rev. Bob Garrels for sharing his musical talents these past two weeks, not only in your 

playing but in sharing your compositions with us.  We are beyond blessed to have such talented friends 

that can share with us each week!  

Pride Big Rapids is happening June 26 at Northend Riverside Park!  Information about the festival and 

how to support it with your donation of time or money is on the Cards of Caring table in the narthex.  

Frank Hartley can fill you in on the details.  You can also find information on their Facebook page 

(@pridebigrapids) or by going to their website at https://www.pridebigrapids.org. 

Save the Date – our annual outdoor worship service at Northend Riverside Park is scheduled for July 17.  

Mark your calendars! 

Prayer requests – If you have prayer requests that you would like lifted during our worship service, please 

send them via email or call the church office.  You can also add your requests to our telephone prayer 

chain by calling Yvonne Kilbourne at 231-796-3729. 

Contacting the church office - You may contact the office at any time via email, 

secretary@unitedchurchbr.org or you can call 231-527-9567 between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm, Monday, 

Tuesday, and Thursday with questions or concerns.  This phone number also accepts messages outside of 

regular business hours.  You can also mail the office at 120 S. State Street, Big Rapids, MI  49307. 

Financial Information – the Governing Board and Treasurer are sharing this data monthly for you.  If you 

have questions, contact Amy Buse, Treasurer, or a member of the Governing Board.   

Financial Update: 

  

 

 

 

 
Expenditures Income 

April 2022 $14,949.48 $15,044.62 

Year-to-Date (Jan-April 2022) $66,857.15 $75,462.21 

https://www.pridebigrapids.org./
mailto:secretary@unitedchurchbr.org
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The United Church of Big Rapids 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in 

transformational worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we cultivate Jesus’ justice and 

love. 

 

 

Ministers ............................................................................................................................................................... The Body of Christ 

Transitional Pastor ................................................................................................................................................ Rev. Greg Larsen 

Pastor Emeritus ...................................................................................................................................................... Rev. Jon Fleming 

Administrative Assistant ................................................................................................................................................... Julie Cole 

Organist .................................................................................................................................................................... Paul Heidemann 

Guest Pianist ..................................................................................................................................................................... Bob Garrels 

Bell Choir Director ......................................................................................................................................................... Judy Tressler 

Chancel Choir Director ............................................................................................................................................ Linda Rinehart 

Moderator ................................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 

Elder in Charge .............................................................................................................................................................. Frank Hartley 

Sound Board ................................................................................................................................................................ Mike Rinehart 

Sanctuary Sound ........................................................................................................................................................ Wayne McKay 

Liturgist ......................................................................................................................................................................... Susan H. Grant 

Ushers ............................................................................................................ Marilyn Loken, Carolyn Chipman, Jim Chipman 

Livestream Team ...................................................................................................................................... Amy Buse, Caiden Coby 

Technical Advisors ...................................................................................................................... Amy Buse & Paul Heidemann 

*Permission to use the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with license #A-712368 
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The Choir thought that you might like to see the words of the anthem that they are singing this 

week:  
 

“A Blessing of Peace” 
Words from Philippians 4:7 

Music by Joseph Martin and David Angerman 
© 2007 Harold Flammer Music  

 
 

The peace which passeth all understanding 
keep your hearts and keep your minds. 

The peace which passeth all understanding, 
all understanding, keep your lives through Jesus, your Lord. 

 
The peace which passeth all understanding 

keep your hearts and keep your minds, 
the peace which passeth all understanding, 

all understanding, through Jesus Christ, your Lord. 
 

*Dona nobis pacem. Dona nobis pacem. 
Dona nobis pacem. Dona nobis pacem, pacem. 

 
The peace which passeth all understanding 

keep your hearts and keep your minds, 
the peace which passeth all understanding, 

all understanding, through Jesus Christ, your Lord. 
 

Dona nobis, dona nobis, dona nobis pacem, pacem. 
 

*Traditional Latin text: “Grant us peace” 

 


