
The United Church of Big Rapids 
(120 South State St., Big Rapids MI 49037)  

May 22, 2022 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
❖ Please stand if you so choose 

 

 

Welcome  

Announcements 

Choral Introit 

Prelude Come, Christians Join to Sing 

❖ Call to Worship  

Leader:  Come to this place of prayer; God is calling us.  Come, all who are burdened; there is 

healing here. 

People:  We have come to hear the Word of God.  We have brought with us all that 

weighs us down. 

Leader: Let voices of praise greet the one who calls us.  Be glad together and sing for joy. 

People: Our hearts respond with hope for a new day.  Our voices join in thankful prayers 

and praise. 

Leader: God reigns among us and fills the world with light.  We are invited to make our home 

with the living God. 

People: May God’s ways be known within and among us.  May God guide all nations in 

ways of peace. 
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❖ Hymn #597 (New Century Hymnal) Shall We Gather at the River, tune:  Hanson Place 

 

 

Invocation 

 Maker of all things, Ruler of all peoples of earth, we bring our prayers of thanksgiving and 

praise.  You have provided the water of life for our baptism.  You have fed us with the fruits 

of the earth and nourished us through your Word.  Meet us again in the joyous encounter 

of worship, lest we forget the source of all we have and all that we are.  Let the peoples 

praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you!  Amen. 
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Scripture Lessons (From the New Living Translation)  

New Testament Reading Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 
10 So God took me in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and God showed me the holy city, 

Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God. 23 And the city has no need of sun or moon, for 

the glory of God illuminates the city, and the Lamb is its light. 24 The nations will walk in its light, 

and the kings of the world will enter the city in all their glory. 25 Its gates will never be closed at the 

end of day because there is no night there. 26 And all the nations will bring their glory and honor 

into the city. 27 Nothing evil will be allowed to enter, nor anyone who practices shameful idolatry 

and dishonesty-- but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's Book of Life. 22:1 Then the 

angel showed me a river with the water of life, clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and 

of the Lamb. 2 It flowed down the center of the main street. On each side of the river grew a tree 

of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, with a fresh crop each month. The leaves were used for 

medicine to heal the nations. 3 No longer will there be a curse upon anything. For the throne of 

God and of the Lamb will be there, and his servants will worship him. 4 And they will see his face, 

and his name will be written on their foreheads. 5 And there will be no night there-- no need for 

lamps or sun-- for the Lord God will shine on them. And they will reign forever and ever.  

Leader: This is what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

Choral Anthem Kyrie, by Jay Rouse 

Reflection Disciples Together – Rev. Greg Larsen 

Reflection Reading Acts 16:9-15 
9 That night Paul had a vision: A man from Macedonia in northern Greece was standing there, 

pleading with him, "Come over to Macedonia and help us!" 10 So we decided to leave for 

Macedonia at once, having concluded that God was calling us to preach the Good News there. 11 

We boarded a boat at Troas and sailed straight across to the island of Samothrace, and the next 

day we landed at Neapolis. 12 From there we reached Philippi, a major city of that district of 

Macedonia and a Roman colony. And we stayed there several days. 13 On the Sabbath we went a 

little way outside the city to a riverbank, where we thought people would be meeting for prayer, 

and we sat down to speak with some women who had gathered there. 14 One of them was Lydia 

from Thyatira, a merchant of expensive purple cloth, who worshiped God. As she listened to us, 

the Lord opened her heart, and she accepted what Paul was saying. 15 She was baptized along 

with other members of her household, and she asked us to be her guests. "If you agree that I am 

a true believer in the Lord," she said, "come and stay at my home." And she urged us until we 

agreed.  
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Sharing of our Joys & Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 

(The basics of the Lord’s Prayer appear in Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4.  It may be familiar to 

you in this form, or with “sins” or “debts” toward the end.  Please use what is spiritually 

comfortable for yourself, allowing others to do the same.  We support the use of traditional or 

contemporary language for addressing the holy and naming the holy’s realm.) 

Our Father/Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom/kin-

dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread, and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not 

into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom/kin-dom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Choral Response 

Call to Offering 

Offertory Holy, Holy, Holy 

Prayer of Dedication 

For the hospitality of your good earth, for the people you have given us to love, for the 

tasks you have called us to do, we give thanks, gracious God.  Our offerings are a measure 

of our faith and evidence of our gratitude.  We dedicate ourselves with our gifts, that your 

reign of light may be realized in the places where we live and work and far beyond our 

personal reach.  Amen. 
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❖ Hymn #249 (New Century Hymnal) Peace I Leave with You, My Friends, tune:  Peace, My Friends 

 

 

❖ Benediction 

Pastor: Worshippers of God, we are called into the world.  We cannot stay here; God has 

work for us to do. 

People: God invites us to follow where Jesus leads.  Our presence is needed in 

unexpected places. 

Pastor: If we love God, we will live by God’s Word.  If we have met God here, our lives are 
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being changed. 

People: God’s Word of love is finding a home in our hearts.  God’s light is leading us 

on new ventures of service. 

Pastor: The peace of God goes with you, today and always; let not your hearts be troubled 

or afraid. 

People: God is blessing us every day; praise God!  We will carry God’s saving power to 

all nations. 

Pastor: Beloved, …and may God be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

All: Amen 

Choral Benediction 

Postlude This is the Day of New Beginnings 

(It is our custom to sit and listen to the postlude, but feel free to leave the sanctuary at any time after the benediction.) 

 

The altar flowers are given today by Bruce Fredrick & Dee Van Horn 

in honor of their wedding anniversary and our wonderful grandchildren  

and great-grandchildren 

 

 

The Choir thought that you might like to see the words of the anthem that they are singing this 

week:  
“Kyrie” 

Words: Ancient Greek 

Music: based on Movement 11 from 

Symphony No. 9, “New World” by Antonin Dvorak 

Arranged by: Jay Rouse 

© 2014 Lorenz Publishing Company 

 

Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. 

Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. 

Christe, Christe eleison. 

Christe, Christe eleison. 

 

Translation: 

Kyrie eleison: “Lord, have mercy” 

Christe eleison: “Christ have mercy” 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Thank you to Ruth Reeds for sharing her musical talents with us today.  We will enjoy Ruth’s playing for 

us again next week.  Welcome to The United Church, Ruth! 

Thank you to the choir!  This is the last performance of our chancel choir until the fall.  We would like to 

say thank you to the choir members and their director, Linda Rinehart, for enhancing our worship service 

with their voices.  We look forward to your return in the fall! 

Listening Session – Immediately after worship today there will be a listening session led by Amy Buse to 

solicit feedback in your thoughts about a projection system in the sanctuary.  We need input on the best 

way to move forward with this project, so please try to attend. 

Pride Big Rapids is happening June 26 at Northend Riverside Park!  Information about the festival and 

how to support it with your donation of time or money is on the Cards of Caring table in the narthex.  

Frank Hartley can fill you in on the details.  You can also find information on their Facebook page 

(@pridebigrapids) or by going to their website at https://www.pridebigrapids.org. 

Save the Date – our annual outdoor worship service at Northend Riverside Park is scheduled for July 17.  

Mark your calendars! 

Flowers and Coffee Hour – Don’t forget to take a look at the sign-up sheets on the bulletin board to 

choose your date to provide flowers for worship or to host Coffee Hour in the Parlor after worship.   

Prayer requests – If you have prayer requests that you would like lifted during our worship service, please 

send them via email or call the church office.  You can also add your requests to our telephone prayer 

chain by calling Yvonne Kilbourne at 231-796-3729. 

Contacting the church office - You may contact the office at any time via email, 

secretary@unitedchurchbr.org or you can call 231-527-9567 between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm, Monday, 

Tuesday, and Thursday with questions or concerns.  This phone number also accepts messages outside of 

regular business hours.  You can also mail the office at 120 S. State Street, Big Rapids, MI  49307. 

Financial Information – the Governing Board and Treasurer are sharing this data monthly for you.  If you 

have questions, contact Amy Buse, Treasurer, or a member of the Governing Board.   

Financial Update: 

  

 

 

  

 
Expenditures Income 

April 2022 $14,949.48 $15,044.62 

Year-to-Date (Jan-April 2022) $66,857.15 $75,462.21 

https://www.pridebigrapids.org./
mailto:secretary@unitedchurchbr.org
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The United Church of Big Rapids 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in 

transformational worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we cultivate Jesus’ justice and 

love. 

 

 

Ministers ............................................................................................................................................................... The Body of Christ 

Transitional Pastor ................................................................................................................................................ Rev. Greg Larsen 

Pastor Emeritus ...................................................................................................................................................... Rev. Jon Fleming 

Administrative Assistant ................................................................................................................................................... Julie Cole 

Organist .................................................................................................................................................................... Paul Heidemann 

Guest Pianist ...................................................................................................................................................................... Ruth Reeds 

Bell Choir Director ......................................................................................................................................................... Judy Tressler 

Chancel Choir Director ............................................................................................................................................ Linda Rinehart 

Moderator ................................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 

Elder in Charge .............................................................................................................................................................. Frank Hartley 

Sound Board ................................................................................................................................................................ Wayne McKay 

Sanctuary Sound ........................................................................................................................................................ Trish McHugh 

Liturgist ................................................................................................................................................................................... Kari Clark 

Ushers ....................................................................................................................Don Olree, Carolyn Chipman, Jim Chipman 

Livestream Team ................................................................................................................................... Amy Buse, Trish McHugh 

Technical Advisors ...................................................................................................................... Amy Buse & Paul Heidemann 

 

*Permission to use the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with license #A-712368 


