
The United Church of Big Rapids 
(120 South State St., Big Rapids MI 49037)  

September 4, 2022 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
❖ Please stand if you so choose 

 

 

Welcome  

Announcements 

Prelude Jesus, Bread of Life, I Pray, by Douglas Wagner 

❖ Call to Worship  

Leader:  Hear the choices God sets before us:  life and prosperity or death and adversity. 

People:  O God, you have searched us and known us.  You know our thoughts and every 

move we make. 

Leader: Listen to the ordinances of our God; love God and walk in the way God commands. 

People: O God, we will listen for your words.  We will seek to walk on the paths you 

intend. 

Leader: Happy are those who delight in God’s law; blessed are all who meditate on God’s 

Word. 

People: Wonderful are all your works, O God.  We are your creation; we are in your 

hands. 

 

❖ Hymn #513   Let Us Break Bread Together, tune:  Let Us Break Bread 

Verse 1 

Let us break bread together on our knees; 

Let us break bread together on our knees. 

When I fall on my knees,  

With my face to the rising sun, 

O Lord, have mercy on me. 

Verse 2 

Let us drink wine together on our knees; 

Let us drink wine together on our knees. 

When I fall on my knees,  

With my face to the rising sun, 

O Lord, have mercy on me. 

Verse 3 

Let us praise God together on our knees; 

Let us praise God together on our knees. 

When I fall on my knees,  

With my face to the rising sun, 

O Lord, have mercy on me. 
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❖ Invocation 

 Like a skilled potter, O God, you have shaped each one of us as a unique design.  You know 

us better than we know ourselves.  You value us more highly than we can imagine.  You 

weep when we are marred or broken through our own misdeeds or the world’s cruelty.  We 

gather now to assemble our prayers for one another and all the world’s people in a chorus 

of devotion.  Hear us, gracious God.  Amen. 

Scripture Lessons (From the New Living Translation Bible) 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 18:1-11 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 "Come, go down to the potter's house, and 

there I will let you hear my words." 3 So I went down to the potter's house, and there he was 

working at his wheel. 4 The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter's hand, and he 

reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good to him. 5 Then the word of the LORD came to 

me: 6 Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, just as this potter has done? says the LORD. Just 

like the clay in the potter's hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. 7 At one moment I 

may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and break down and destroy 

it, 8 but if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will change my mind 

about the disaster that I intended to bring on it. 9 And at another moment I may declare 

concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant it, 10 but if it does evil in my sight, 

not listening to my voice, then I will change my mind about the good that I had intended to do 

to it. 11 Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says 

the LORD: Look, I am a potter shaping evil against you and devising a plan against you. Turn 

now, all of you from your evil way, and amend your ways and your doings.  

Epistle Reading 2 Corinthians 4:6-7 
6 For God, who said, “Let there be light in the darkness,” has made this light shine in our hearts 

so we could know the glory of God that is seen in the face of Jesus Christ.  7 We now have this 

light shining in our hearts, but we ourselves are like fragile clay jars containing this great 

treasure.  This makes it clear that our great power is from God, not from ourselves. 

Leader: This is what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

Special Music  We Thank Thee, by Adam & Matt Podd 

Reflection Spirit Glue – Rev. David Wheeler  

Reflection Reading Luke 14: 25-33 
25 Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to them, 26 "Whoever comes 

to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even 

life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my 

disciple. 28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the 
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cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation 

and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, 'This fellow began to 

build and was not able to finish.' 31 Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will 

not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who 

comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he 

sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33 So therefore, none of you can become my 

disciple if you do not give up all your possessions. 

Sharing of our Joys & Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer  

Call to Offering 

Offertory Scriptural Reflection:  Matthew 11:28 

“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 

The Lord’s Supper 

Breaking of the Bread and Pouring of the Wine 

Blessing the Elements 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father/Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom/kin-dom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and 

forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom/kin-dom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

Partaking of the Elements of the Eucharist 

Prayer of Dedication 

Loving God, there is no way we can settle accounts with you.  We have no way to repay you 

for all we have received from your hands.  Yet we want to give our best to the work you call 

us to do through this community of seekers.  We enter, with renewed commitment and 

confidence, the costly venture of spreading love through your world.  Amen 
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Hymn #516  Lord, We Have Come at Your Own Invitation, tune:  O quanta qualia 

Verse 1 

Lord, we have come at Your own invitation, 

Chosen by You, to be counted Your friends; 

Yours is the strength that sustains dedication, 

Ours a commitment we know never ends. 

Verse 2 

Here, at Your table, confirm our intention, 

Give it Your seal of forgiveness and grace; 

Teach us to serve without pride or pretension, 

Lord, in Your kingdom, whatever our place. 

Verse 3 

When, at Your table, each time of returning, 

Vows are renewed and our courage restored: 

May we increasingly glory in learning 

All that it means to accept You as Lord. 

 

 

Benediction 

Pastor:  God welcomes your partnership in the gospel; accept the cost and joy of discipleship 

with Jesus. 

People:  We have considered the cost of discipleship.  We are willing and eager to pay the 

price. 

Pastor: God expects to hold first place in our lives.  We put everything we own on the line of 

faithfulness. 

People:  We want to be obedient to the law of love.  We want to show God’s love in all we 

do. 

Pastor:  We are held in the thoughts of God.  We are shaped and reshaped by the potter’s 

hands. 

People: We are finding new patterns of faithfulness.  We are discovering new reasons for 

joy. 

Pastor:  …may God be with you.  

People:  And also with you.  

All:   Amen. 

Postlude Fugue in C Major, by J. S. Bach 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome to The United Church Rev. Wheeler.  Thank you for leading worship in Pastor Greg’s absence.  

Rev. Wheeler is a long-time pastor in the United Church of Christ.  He has served congregations in Illinois, 

Ohio and Michigan.  He retired in 2013 after 12 years as the Senior Minister at First Congregational UCC in 

Rochester, MI and continued in the work of the local church with interim ministry.  He and his wife, Karen, 

have two adult children and two grandsons. 

Reminder – the church office will be closed tomorrow in observance of Labor Day. 

Pastor Greg is on vacation and out of the office until September 15.  If you have a pastoral 

concern/emergency, please contact the church office at 231-527-9567. 

Thank you to our special music ensemble today.  They are a “subset” of our Chancel Choir who have been 

meeting over the summer.  Chancel choir rehearsals begin again on September 7 at 10:00 am.  All voices 

are welcome.  Come and make a joyful noise with us! 

Capital improvement update – We are currently formalizing the plans for our outside electronic sign and 

flagpole!  The present sign has served us well but will be replaced by a new state-of-the-art electronic sign 

with a lit flagpole.  The cost is estimated at $18,000 of which we have about $8,600 in donations.  You may 

donate to the cost of this project by marking your check “electronic sign” and placing it in the offering 

plate or mailing it to the church office.   

THANK YOU to the kind soul/souls that weeded in the front of the church!  It looks so much better.  We 

appreciate your efforts! 

UCC Women of MI – “Celebrating …The Past, Present & Future” - The UCC Women of MI are holding 

a special event on September 29, 2022, at the Bavarian Inn Lodge in Frankenmuth. All women of the 

church are encouraged to attend. It will be a wonderful day to renew old friendships and make new ones. 

Registration information can be found on the bulletin board and the table in the narthex. Questions – 

contact Susan Grant, Amy Buse, or Dee Van Horn. 

Altar flowers & coffee/fellowship hour hosts are needed – Our sign-up sheets are a little bare for 

September and October.  Please consider adding your name! 

Contacting the church office - You may contact the office at any time via email, 

secretary@unitedchurchbr.org or you can call 231-527-9567 between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm, Monday, 

Tuesday, and Thursday with questions or concerns.  This phone number also accepts messages outside of 

regular business hours.  You can also mail the office at 120 S. State Street, Big Rapids, MI  49307. 

Financial Information – the Governing Board and Treasurer are sharing this data monthly for you.  If you 

have questions, contact Amy Buse, Treasurer, or a member of the Governing Board.  

Financial Update: 

  Expenditures Income 

July 2022 $ 14,895.96 $ 8,775.09 

Year-to-Date (Jan-June 2022) $ 131,492.04 $ 127,804.40 

mailto:secretary@unitedchurchbr.org
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The United Church of Big Rapids 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in 

transformational worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we cultivate Jesus’ justice and 

love. 

 

 

Ministers ............................................................................................................................................................... The Body of Christ 

Transitional Pastor ................................................................................................................................................ Rev. Greg Larsen 

Guest Minister .................................................................................................................................................. Rev. David Wheeler 

Administrative Assistant ................................................................................................................................................... Julie Cole 

Organist .................................................................................................................................................................... Paul Heidemann 

Bell Choir Director ......................................................................................................................................................... Judy Tressler 

Chancel Choir Director ............................................................................................................................................ Linda Rinehart 

Moderator ................................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 

Elder in Charge .............................................................................................................................................................. Frank Hartley 

Sound Board ................................................................................................................................................................ Mike Rinehart 

Sanctuary Sound ........................................................................................................................................................ Wayne McKay 

Liturgist ............................................................................................................................................................................. Jim Bandstra 

Ushers ................................................................................................................... Maxine McKay, Judy Tressler, Don Stephen 

Livestream Team .............................................................................................................................. Wayne McKay, Annie Ducat  

Technical Advisors ...................................................................................................................... Amy Buse & Paul Heidemann 

 

*Permission to use the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with license #A-712368 


