
The United Church of Big Rapids 
(120 South State St., Big Rapids MI 49037)  

September 11, 2022 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
❖ Please stand if you so choose 

 

Welcome  

Announcements 

Prelude The Cuckoo, by Louis Claude D’aquin 

❖ Call to Worship  

Leader:  God looks on humankind to see if any are wise.  Who is seeking after God above all 

else? 

People:  We look to Jesus Christ for wisdom and truth; we reach out to be strengthened 

for service. 

Leader: The winds of God blow among us to winnow and cleanse.  They sweep through our 

midst in judgment. 

People: Have mercy on us, O God, and wash away our sin.  Do not let your wrath burn 

against us. 

Leader: Remember your promises to us, O God.  Create in us clean hearts and renewed spirits. 

People: We seek to know you and grow in understanding.  Confront us here and light our 

way out of the void. 
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❖ Hymn #418 (New Century Hymnal) My Faith, It Is an Oaken Staff, tune:  The Staff of Faith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ Invocation 

 Hear our cries, O God, for we recognize our need for your mercy.  We are fearful to 

encounter you, yet we cannot live without you.  We are like lost sheep who have wandered 

away from the best we know and cannot find our way back.  We want you to find us, but 

we fear your punishment.  Come, God Shepherd, to rescue us from ourselves.  Amen. 

Scripture Lessons (From the New Living Translation Bible) 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 4: 11-12, 22-28 
11 At that time it will be said to this people and to Jerusalem: A hot wind comes from me out of 

the bare heights in the desert toward my poor people, not to winnow or cleanse-- 12 a wind too 

strong for that. Now it is I who speak in judgment against them. 22 "For my people are foolish, 

they do not know me; they are stupid children, they have no understanding. They are skilled in 

doing evil, but do not know how to do good." 23 I looked on the earth, and lo, it was waste and 

void; and to the heavens, and they had no light. 24 I looked on the mountains, and lo, they were 
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quaking, and all the hills moved to and fro. 25 I looked, and lo, there was no one at all, and all the 

birds of the air had fled. 26 I looked, and lo, the fruitful land was a desert, and all its cities were 

laid in ruins before the LORD, before his fierce anger. 27 For thus says the LORD: The whole land 

shall be a desolation; yet I will not make a full end. 28 Because of this the earth shall mourn, and 

the heavens above grow black; for I have spoken, I have purposed; I have not relented nor will I 

turn back.  

Psalm Reading Psalm 14 

Fools say in their hearts, "There is no God." They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds; there is 

no one who does good. 2 The LORD looks down from heaven on humankind to see if there are 

any who are wise, who seek after God. 3 They have all gone astray, they are all alike perverse; 

there is no one who does good, no, not one. 4 Have they no knowledge, all the evildoers who eat 

up my people as they eat bread, and do not call upon the LORD? 5 There they shall be in great 

terror, for God is with the company of the righteous. 6 You would confound the plans of the 

poor, but the LORD is their refuge. 7 O that deliverance for Israel would come from Zion! When 

the LORD restores the fortunes of his people, Jacob will rejoice; Israel will be glad. 

Epistle Reading 1 Timothy 1:12-17 
12 I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me 

faithful and appointed me to his service, 13 even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a 

persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in 

unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ 

Jesus. 15 The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world 

to save sinners-- of whom I am the foremost. 16 But for that very reason I received mercy, so that 

in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example to 

those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17 To the King of the ages, immortal, 

invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Leader: This is what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

Chancel Choir Anthem We Thank Thee, by Adam & Matt Podd 

Reflection Growing in God’s Love – Rev. Susan Sickelka 

Reflection Reading Luke 15:1-10 

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2 And the Pharisees and 

the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them." 3 So 

he told them this parable: 4 "Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, 

does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 
5 When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6 And when he comes home, he 

calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my 
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sheep that was lost.' 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who 

repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 8 "Or what woman 

having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and 

search carefully until she finds it? 9 When she has found it, she calls together her friends and 

neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.' 10 Just so, I tell you, 

there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents."  

Sharing of our Joys & Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 

(The basics of the Lord’s Prayer appear in Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4.  It may be familiar to you in 

this form, or with “sins” or “debts” toward the end.  Please use what is spiritually comfortable for yourself, 

allowing others to do the same.  We support the use of traditional or contemporary language for 

addressing the holy and naming the holy’s realm.) 

Our Father/Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom/kin-dom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive 

us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom/kin-dom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

Call to Offering 

Offertory Adagio (For the Glass Harmonica), by W. A. Mozart 

Prayer of Dedication 

Because we have been blessed by you, O God, we are delighted to share.  Because there are 

many who do not enjoy your bounty, we search for ways to help them.  Thank you for 

showing us the way of mercy and patient example, the way of generosity and self-forgetful 

service, the way of faithfulness and joyous celebration.  Bless us and our offerings.  Amen. 
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Hymn #553  For the Fruit of All Creation, tune:  East Acklam 

Verse 1 

For the fruit of all creation, 

Thanks be to God.  

For the gifts to every nation, 

Thanks be to God. 

For the plowing, sowing, reaping, 

Silent growth while we are sleeping, 

Future needs in earth’s safekeeping, 

Thanks be to God. 

Verse 2 

In the just reward of labor, 

God’s will be done. 

In the help we give our neighbor, 

God’s will be done. 

In our worldwide task of caring 

For the hungry and despairing, 

In the harvests we are sharing, 

God’s will be done. 

Verse 3 

For the harvests of the Spirit, 

Thanks be to God. 

For the good we all inherit, 

Thanks be to God. 

For the wonders that astounds us,  

For the truths that still confound us, 

Most of all that love as found us, 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Benediction 

Pastor:  Rejoice that lost ones have been found.  Give thanks daily that God has found you. 

People:  How wonderful that the lost have been found!  How exciting that God reaches out 

to claim us! 

Pastor: Join in welcoming all people whom God loves.  Go after those who are in need of God’s 

mercy. 

People:  God will restore their fortunes.  They will receive all they need from God’s hand. 

Pastor:  You will share in the joy of salvation.  You will hear the sounds of gladness. 

People: Praise God for deliverance from judgement.  Give thanks for the experience of 

grace. 

Pastor:  …may God be with you.  

People:  And also with you.  

All:   Amen. 

Postlude O Ground with Divisions, by John Banister 

 

 

The altar flowers today are given by Mike & Linda Rinehart 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome to The United Church Rev. Sickelka!  Thank you for leading worship in Pastor Greg’s absence this 

week. 

Pastor Greg is on vacation and out of the office until September 15.  If you have a pastoral 

concern/emergency, please contact the church office at 231-527-9567.   

The church office will be closed from September 12 – 16 while Julie is on vacation.  You may send email to 

secretary@unitedchurchbr.org or leave a message at 231-527-9567 during that time.  I will be checking email 

periodically for urgent items.  Thank you to Deb Ducat for covering the phone and making sure the bulletin is 

ready in my absence. 

Capital improvement update – Plans for our electronic sign and flagpole are progressing!  The cost is 

estimated at $18,000 of which we have about $8,600 in donations.  You may donate to the cost of this project 

by marking your check “electronic sign” and placing it in the offering plate or mailing it to the church office 

Adopt-a-Highway is coming!  The fall pick up date is Saturday, September 24 with a rain date of Saturday, 

October 1.  Meet at the church to watch a safety video, form teams, pick up gear & carpool to the highway.  All 

are welcome!  Contact Susan H. Grant for additional details at adonaldgrant73@gmail.com or 231-580-1149 

UCC Women of MI – “Celebrating …The Past, Present & Future” - The UCC Women of MI are holding a 

special event on September 29, 2022, at the Bavarian Inn Lodge in Frankenmuth. All women of the church are 

encouraged to attend, Registration information can be found on the bulletin board and the table in the 

narthex. Questions – contact Susan Grant, Amy Buse, or Dee Van Horn. 

Save the date for the annual CROP Walk, Sunday, October 2 beginning at 1:00 pm.  For information or 

questions, please contact Susan H. Grant. 

Come join Our Brother’s Keeper on Friday, October 7 and experience a night “out” on a cot, in a tent or on 

the ground – your choice! Learn more about the OBK Shelter and its needs in serving members of the 

community who are experiencing homelessness.  Event starts at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, October 7, and ends at 

7:00 a.m. on Saturday, October 8 at Mitchell Creek Park in Big Rapids. For more information on how to register 

or be a sponsor, contact the shelter at (231) 629-8160 or see Dee Van Horn. 

Contacting the church office - You may contact the office at any time via email, 

secretary@unitedchurchbr.org or you can call 231-527-9567 between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm, Monday, Tuesday, 

and Thursday with questions or concerns.  This phone number also accepts messages outside of regular 

business hours.  You can also mail the office at 120 S. State Street, Big Rapids, MI  49307. 

Financial Information – the Governing Board and Treasurer are sharing this data monthly for you.  If you have 

questions, contact Amy Buse, Treasurer, or a member of the Governing Board.  

Financial Update: 

  Expenditures Income 

July 2022 $ 14,895.96 $ 8,775.09 

Year-to-Date (Jan-June 2022) $ 131,492.04 $ 127,804.40 

 

  

mailto:secretary@unitedchurchbr.org
mailto:adonaldgrant73@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@unitedchurchbr.org
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The United Church of Big Rapids 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in 

transformational worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we cultivate Jesus’ justice and 

love. 

 

 

Ministers ............................................................................................................................................................... The Body of Christ 

Transitional Pastor ................................................................................................................................................ Rev. Greg Larsen 

Guest Minister ................................................................................................................................................... Rev. Susan Sickelka 

Administrative Assistant ................................................................................................................................................... Julie Cole 

Organist .................................................................................................................................................................... Paul Heidemann 

Bell Choir Director ......................................................................................................................................................... Judy Tressler 

Chancel Choir Director ............................................................................................................................................ Linda Rinehart 

Moderator ................................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 

Elder in Charge .......................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 

Sound Board ................................................................................................................................................................ Bruce Fredrick 

Sanctuary Sound ........................................................................................................................................................ Wayne McKay 

Liturgist .......................................................................................................................................................................... Dee Van Horn 

Ushers .......................................................................................................................... Jane Grzybowski, Pat Heeter, Don Olree 

Livestream Team .............................................................................................................................. Annie Ducat, Wayne McKay  

Technical Advisors ...................................................................................................................... Amy Buse & Paul Heidemann 

 

*Permission to use the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with license #A-712368 


