
The United Church of Big Rapids 
(120 South State St., Big Rapids MI 49037)  

September 18, 2022 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 Please stand if you so choose 

Choral Introit  

Welcome  

Announcements 

Prelude Sketch, by Robert Schumann 

 Call to Worship  

Leader:  God welcomes those whose hearts are sick.  God’s invitation comes to people whose joy 
is gone. 

People:  Why is the health of God’s people not restored?  Why must we weep day and night 
for those we have lost? 

Leader: There is a balm in Gilead.  There is a physician who heals.  Jesus Christ is our mediator, 
healer, and savior. 

People: We bring all our pain and unresolved anger.  We come in all our confusion to seek 
answers. 

Leader: Bring all your urgent prayers and honest laments.  God is eager to offer salvation and 
open us to truth. 

People: We cry out to God for deliverance from our sin.  We cry out for relief from our 
suffering. 

 Hymn #379   My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less, tune:  Solid Rock 

Verse 1 

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 

Refrain 

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand, 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

Verse 2 

When darkness veils His lovely face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In every high and stormy gale,  
My anchor holds within the veil. 

Refrain 

Verse 3 

His oath, His covenant, His blood 
Support me in the whelming flood; 
When all around my soul gives way,  
He then is all my hope and stay. 

Refrain 

Verse 4 

When He shall come with trumpet sound, 
O may I then in Him be found, 
Dressed in His righteousness alone, 
Faultless to stand before the throne. 

Refrain 



 Page 2 
 

 Invocation 
 Into this holy temple, we have come, gracious God.  This is not our church but yours.  We 

cannot claim our world; it is a trust from your hand.  Our lives, our health, our length of 
days call forth our stewardship.  We are managers, not owners, so we come to you now to 
give account and seek your further commands.  Help us, O God of our salvation.  Amen. 

Scripture Lessons (From the New Living Translation Bible) 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 
18 My joy is gone, grief is upon me, my heart is sick. 19 Hark, the cry of my poor people from far 
and wide in the land: "Is the LORD not in Zion? Is her King not in her?" ("Why have they 
provoked me to anger with their images, with their foreign idols?") 20 "The harvest is past, the 
summer is ended, and we are not saved." 21 For the hurt of my poor people I am hurt, I mourn, 
and dismay has taken hold of me. 22 Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why 
then has the health of my poor people not been restored? 9:1 O that my head were a spring of 
water, and my eyes a fountain of tears, so that I might weep day and night for the slain of my 
poor people! 

Psalm Reading Psalm 79: 1-9 
O God, the nations have come into your inheritance; they have defiled your holy temple; they 
have laid Jerusalem in ruins. 2 They have given the bodies of your servants to the birds of the air 
for food, the flesh of your faithful to the wild animals of the earth. 3 They have poured out their 
blood like water all around Jerusalem, and there was no one to bury them. 4 We have become a 
taunt to our neighbors, mocked and derided by those around us. 5 How long, O LORD? Will you 
be angry forever? Will your jealous wrath burn like fire? 6 Pour out your anger on the nations 
that do not know you, and on the kingdoms that do not call on your name. 7 For they have 
devoured Jacob and laid waste his habitation. 8 Do not remember against us the iniquities of our 
ancestors; let your compassion come speedily to meet us, for we are brought very low. 9 Help us, 
O God of our salvation, for the glory of your name; deliver us, and forgive our sins, for your 
name's sake. 

Leader: This is what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
People: Thanks be to God.  

Chancel Choir Anthem "Love" by Allen Koepke 

Reflection Prayerful Living – Rev. Greg Larsen 

Reflection Reading 1st Timothy 2:1-7 
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for 
everyone, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godliness and dignity. 3 This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 
who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one 
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God; there is also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, 6 who 
gave himself a ransom for all-- this was attested at the right time. 7 For this I was appointed a 
herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and 
truth. 
 

Sharing of our Joys & Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 

(The basics of the Lord’s Prayer appear in Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4.  It may be familiar to you in 
this form, or with “sins” or “debts” toward the end.  Please use what is spiritually comfortable for yourself, 
allowing others to do the same.  We support the use of traditional or contemporary language for 
addressing the holy and naming the holy’s realm.) 
Our Father/Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom/kin-dom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive 
us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom/kin-dom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 

Choral Amen 

Call to Offering 

Offertory Offertory on “Jewels,” by Lani Smith 

Prayer of Dedication 
We give, loving God, because of your generosity to us.  We share because this is your will 
for us.  In faithfulness to your call, we seek to manage the resources you provide for the 
greatest benefit to humankind.  May they bring a bit closer awareness of your intentions 
for us and your rule among us.  We worship and serve you with all we have.  Amen. 
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Hymn #418 (New Century Hymnal)  My Faith, It Is an Oaken Staff, tune:  The Staff of Faith 
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Benediction 
Pastor:  God has delivered and blessed us here.  God will assist us every day as we are open to 

God’s help. 
People:  We will look to God for guidance and direction.  We will seek God’s truth for every 

situation. 
Pastor: We are invited to pray for others each day.  When we intercede for them, we draw closer 

to God. 
People:  We will be sensitive to others’ pain and joys.  We will respond in the spirit of Jesus 

Christ. 
Pastor:  Seek to be faithful in all things, great and small.  Acknowledge God’s ownership of all 

you possess. 
People: We seek to be honest managers and generous stewards.  We are grateful servants 

of a loving God. 
Pastor:  …may God be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
All:   Amen. 

 

Choral Benediction 

 

Postlude Since I Have Been Redeemed, by Lani Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

The altar flowers today are given by Pat Heeter,  

To wish her caring daughter, Kari-Lynne Clark, a happy birthday week! 

 

  



 Page 6 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Capital improvement update – Plans for our electronic sign and flagpole are progressing!  The cost is 
estimated at $18,000 of which we have about $8,600 in donations.  You may donate to the cost of this project 
by marking your check “electronic sign” and placing it in the offering plate or mailing it to the church office 

Adopt-a-Highway is coming!  The fall pick-up date is Saturday, September 24 with a rain date of Saturday, 
October 1.  Meet at the church to watch a safety video, form teams, pick up gear & carpool to the highway.  All 
are welcome!  Contact Susan H. Grant for additional details at adonaldgrant73@gmail.com or 231-580-1149 

UCC Women of MI – “Celebrating …The Past, Present & Future” - The UCC Women of MI are holding a 
special event on September 29, 2022, at the Bavarian Inn Lodge in Frankenmuth. All women of the church are 
encouraged to attend, Registration information can be found on the bulletin board and the table in the 
narthex. Questions – contact Susan Grant, Amy Buse, or Dee Van Horn. 

Save the date for the annual CROP Walk, Sunday, October 2 beginning at 1:00 pm.  For information or 
questions, please contact Susan H. Grant. 

Come join Our Brother’s Keeper on Friday, October 7, and experience a night “out” on a cot, in a tent or on 
the ground – your choice! Learn more about the OBK Shelter and its needs in serving members of the 
community who are experiencing homelessness.  Event starts at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, October 7, and ends at 
7:00 a.m. on Saturday, October 8 at Mitchell Creek Park in Big Rapids. For more information on how to register 
or be a sponsor, contact the shelter at (231) 629-8160 or see Dee Van Horn. 

Prayer requests – If you have prayer requests that you would like lifted during our worship service, please 
send them via email or call the church office.  You may also add your requests to our telephone prayer chain by 
calling Yvonne Kilbourne at 231-796-3729. 

Contacting the church office - You may contact the office at any time via email, 
secretary@unitedchurchbr.org or you can call 231-527-9567 between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm, Monday, Tuesday, 
and Thursday with questions or concerns.  This phone number also accepts messages outside of regular 
business hours.  You can also mail the office at 120 S. State Street, Big Rapids, MI  49307. 

Financial Information – the Governing Board and Treasurer are sharing this data monthly for you.  If you have 
questions, contact Amy Buse, Treasurer, or a member of the Governing Board.  

 

Financial Update: Financial Update: 

 Expenditures Income 
August 2022 $ 15,532.09 $ 18,626.07 
Year-to-Date (Jan-Aug 2022) $ 147,024.13 $ 151,985.47 
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The United Church of Big Rapids 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in 
transformational worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we cultivate Jesus’ justice and 

love. 

 

 

Ministers ............................................................................................................................................................... The Body of Christ 
Transitional Pastor ................................................................................................................................................ Rev. Greg Larsen 
Administrative Assistant ................................................................................................................................................... Julie Cole 
Organist .................................................................................................................................................................... Paul Heidemann 
Bell Choir Director ......................................................................................................................................................... Judy Tressler 
Chancel Choir Director ............................................................................................................................................ Linda Rinehart 
Moderator ................................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 
Elder in Charge .......................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 
Sound Board ................................................................................................................................. Peter McHugh, Trish McHugh 
Sanctuary Sound ........................................................................................................................................................ Wayne McKay 
Liturgist ................................................................................................................................................................................... Kari Clark 
Ushers ......................................................................................................................... Sandi Morris, John Gahrs, Carlene Gahrs 
Livestream Team ................................................................................................................................... Amy Buse, Wayne McKay  
Technical Advisors ...................................................................................................................... Amy Buse & Paul Heidemann 
 

*Permission to use the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with license #A-712368 


