
The United Church of Big Rapids 
(120 South State St., Big Rapids MI 49037)  

September 25, 2022 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
❖ Please stand if you so choose 

Welcome  

Announcements 

Prelude Come, Holy Traveler, by Patricia Lou Harris 

❖ Call to Worship  

Leader:  Come, all who live in the shelter of the Most High.  Gather together, all who trust in God 

Almighty. 

People:  God reigns through all generations.  We will praise God as long as we live. 

Leader: We trust in God, our refuge and our fortress.  We can count on God’s faithfulness at all 

times.  

People: God lifts us up when we are threatened or afraid.  We call to God for protection and 

rescue. 

Leader: Worship God, who richly provides us with all things.  Give thanks to the one who dwells in 

unapproachable light. 

People: God, who made heaven and earth, keeps faith forever.  We will pour out our 

faithfulness in words and deeds. 

❖ Hymn #482   Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty, tune:  Lobe den herren 

❖ Invocation 

Verse 1 

Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty, 

The king of creation! 

O my soul, praise Him, 

For He is thy health and salvation! 

All ye who hear,  

Now to His temple draw near; 

Join me in glad adoration! 

Verse 2 

Praise ye the Lord, who’er all things 

So wondrously reigneth, 

Shelters thee under His wings, 

Yea, so gently sustaineth! 

Hast thou not seen 

How thy desires e’er have been 

Granted in what He ordaineth? 

Verse 3 

Praise ye the Lord! 

O let all that is in me adore Him! 

All that hath life and breath, 

Come now with praises before Him! 

Let the amen 

Sound from His people again; 

Gladly for aye we adore Him. 
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 Ever-present God, let your Spirit fill this place, for we need to know that you are in charge.  

Through the terrors of night, amid the arrows that fly by day, we need to sense your power, 

your protection, your higher purpose.  Show us here your saving, healing strength.  Grant 

to us such confidence and contentment that we may look beyond ourselves to become a 

blessing to others.  Amen. 

Scripture Lessons (From the New Living Translation Bible) 

Psalm Reading Psalm 146 

Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul! 2 I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing 

praises to my God all my life long. 3 Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is 

no help. 4 When their breath departs, they return to the earth; on that very day their plans perish. 
5 Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD their God, 6 who 

made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them; who keeps faith forever; 7 who executes 

justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. The LORD sets the prisoners free; 8 the 

LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD 

loves the righteous. 9 The LORD watches over the strangers; he upholds the orphan and the 

widow, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 10 The LORD will reign forever, your God, O 

Zion, for all generations. Praise the LORD!  

Old Testament Reading Amos 6:1a,4-7 

Alas for those who are at ease in Zion, and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria, the 

notables of the first of the nations, 4 Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, and lounge on their 

couches, and eat lambs from the flock, and calves from the stall; 5 who sing idle songs to the 

sound of the harp, and like David improvise on instruments of music; 6 who drink wine from 

bowls, and anoint themselves with the finest oils, but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 7 

Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, and the revelry of the loungers shall pass 

away.  

New Testament Reading 1st Timothy 6:6-19 

6 Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 7 for we brought 

nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; 8 but if we have food and clothing, 

we will be content with these. 9 But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are 

trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 

For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have 

wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains. 11 But as for you, man of 

God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 12 Fight the 

good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which you were called and for which you 

made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 In the presence of God, who 

gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the 

good confession, I charge you 14 to keep the commandment without spot or blame until the 

manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which he will bring about at the right time-- he who is 

the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. 16 It is he alone who has 
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immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him 

be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 17 As for those who in the present age are rich, command 

them not to be haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God 

who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18 They are to do good, to be rich in 

good works, generous, and ready to share, 19 thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a 

good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life.  

Leader: This is what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

Special Music  Remember When the Music, by Harry Chapin 

(Pastor Greg Larsen, soloist/guitar) 

Reflection “If You Don’t Make Your Bed, You Don’t Have to Lie in It” – Rev. Greg Larsen 

Reflection Reading Luke 16:19-31 

19 "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously 

every day. 20 And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who longed to 

satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man's table; even the dogs would come and lick his 

sores. 22 The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich 

man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw 

Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24 He called out, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, 

and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in 

these flames.' 25 But Abraham said, 'Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your 

good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in 

agony. 26 Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who 

might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.' 27 He 

said, 'Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father's house-- 28 for I have five brothers-- that 

he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.' 29 Abraham replied, 

'They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.' 30 He said, 'No, father Abraham; 

but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' 31 He said to him, 'If they do not 

listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the 

dead.'"  

Sharing of our Joys & Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 

(The basics of the Lord’s Prayer appear in Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4.  It may be familiar to you in 

this form, or with “sins” or “debts” toward the end.  Please use what is spiritually comfortable for yourself, 

allowing others to do the same.  We support the use of traditional or contemporary language for 

addressing the holy and naming the holy’s realm.) 

Our Father/Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom/kin-dom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive 

us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation but 
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deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom/kin-dom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

Call to Offering 

Offertory Dawn Praise (Watercolor No. 1), by Gregory Hamilton 

Prayer of Dedication 

What a joy we have something to give!  Thank you, God, for granting us choices in the use 

of all you have placed on earth for our use.  We have chosen this portion to dedicate for the 

ministry of the church in our community and in outreach throughout the world.  Make us 

aware of the needy at our doors as well as lost ones everywhere who long for the bread of 

life.  Amen. 

Hymn #469  Morning Has Broken, tune Bunessan 

  

Verse 1 

Morning has broken 

Like the first morning, 

Blackbird has spoken 

Like the first bird. 

Praise for the singing! 

Praise for the morning! 

Praise for them, springing 

Fresh from the Word! 

Verse 2 

Sweet the rain’s new fall 

Sunlit from heaven, 

Like the first dewfall 

On the new grass. 

Praise for the sweetness 

Of the wet garden, 

Sprung in completeness 

Where God’s feet pass. 

Verse 3 

Mine is the sunlight! 

Mine is the morning 

Born of the one light 

Eden saw play! 

Praise with elation, 

Praise every morning, 

God’s recreation 

Of the new day. 
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Benediction 

Pastor:  Pursue righteousness and godliness, today and always.  Face life with gentleness and 

endurance. 

People:  The love of God sends us out to share love.  The riches of God inspire our 

generosity. 

Pastor: Fight the good fight of faith.  Take hold of eternal life in the midst of every day. 

People:  We are called to life with eternity in it.  We are blessed with God’s presence 

always. 

Pastor:  Good works and caring contain their own blessing.  Our lives dance with meaning when 

we share. 

People: We rejoice in God’s healing touch.  We give thanks for salvation so richly given. 

Pastor:  …may God be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

All:   Amen. 

Choral Benediction 

Postlude A Festal Postlude, by John G. Barr 

 

 

 

 

 

The altar flowers today are given by Wayne & Erin McKay,  

to wish their Wife & Mother, Maxine McKay, a very happy 80th birthday! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Capital improvement update – Plans for our electronic sign and flagpole are progressing!  The cost 

is estimated at $18,000 of which we have about $8,600 in donations.  You may donate to the cost of 

this project by marking your check “electronic sign” and placing it in the offering plate or mailing it to 

the church office 

Thank you from Barb Johnson & Julie Cole to all of you who sent a card or greeting remembering 

Dorcas Youel’s 105th birthday!  She was so surprised by all the kindness shown to her!  She passes 

along this message: “You are all very special and I am humbled and thankful for your remembrance.  

God bless you all!”  

From Arloa Morgan – “Thank you to all who called or sent a card or a message of support after the 

passing of my husband, Earl.” 

UCC Women of MI – “Celebrating …The Past, Present & Future” - The UCC Women of MI are 

holding a special event on September 29, 2022, at the Bavarian Inn Lodge in Frankenmuth. All women 

of the church are encouraged to attend, Registration information can be found on the bulletin board 

and the table in the narthex. Questions – contact Susan Grant, Amy Buse, or Dee Van Horn. 

Save the date for the annual CROP Walk, Sunday, October 2 beginning at 1:00 pm.  For information 

or questions, please contact Susan H. Grant. 

Come join Our Brother’s Keeper on Friday, October 7, and experience a night “out” on a cot, in a 

tent or on the ground – your choice! Learn more about the OBK Shelter and its needs in serving 

members of the community who are experiencing homelessness.  Event starts at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, 

October 7, and ends at 7:00 a.m. on Saturday, October 8 at Mitchell Creek Park in Big Rapids. For 

more information on how to register or be a sponsor, contact the shelter at (231) 629-8160 or see 

Dee Van Horn. 

Prayer requests – If you have prayer requests that you would like lifted during our worship service, 

please send them via email or call the church office.  You may also add your requests to our 

telephone prayer chain by calling Yvonne Kilbourne at 231-796-3729. 

Contacting the church office - You may contact the office at any time via email, 

secretary@unitedchurchbr.org or you can call 231-527-9567 between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm, Monday, 

Tuesday, and Thursday with questions or concerns.  This phone number also accepts messages 

outside of regular business hours.  You can also mail the office at 120 S. State Street, Big Rapids, MI  

49307. 

Financial Information – the Governing Board and Treasurer are sharing this data monthly for you.  If 

you have questions, contact Amy Buse, Treasurer, or a member of the Governing Board.  

Financial Update: Financial Update: 

 Expenditures Income 

August 2022 $ 15,532.09 $ 18,626.07 

Year-to-Date (Jan-Aug 2022) $ 147,024.13 $ 151,985.47 

 

mailto:secretary@unitedchurchbr.org
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The United Church of Big Rapids 

Our vision is to honor all children of God through following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Our mission is to celebrate all creation as an active presence in our community, engaging in 

transformational worship and nurturing families and relationships, as we cultivate Jesus’ justice and 

love. 

 

 

Ministers.......................................................................................................................................................... The Body of Christ 

Transitional Pastor .......................................................................................................................................... Rev. Greg Larsen 

Administrative Assistant .............................................................................................................................................. Julie Cole 

Organist.............................................................................................................................................................. Paul Heidemann 

Bell Choir Director ...................................................................................................................................................Judy Tressler 

Chancel Choir Director ...................................................................................................................................... Linda Rinehart 

Moderator ............................................................................................................................................................ Marshall Henry 

Elder in Charge.................................................................................................................................................... Marshall Henry 

Sound Board ............................................................................................................................ Peter McHugh, Trish McHugh 

Sanctuary Sound .................................................................................................................................................. Wayne McKay 

Liturgist ............................................................................................................................................................................ Sue Glatz 

Ushers ....................................................................................................... Carolyn Chipman, Jim Chipman, Dee Van Horn 

Livestream Team......................................................................................................................... Annie Ducat, Wayne McKay  

Technical Advisors ................................................................................................................. Amy Buse & Paul Heidemann 

 

*Permission to use the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with license #A-712368 


